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In an effort to share his research to a large group, Larry has agreed to permit the 
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August 1st 
 

1874 – The March West column was regrouped and split. “A” Division comprised of 

32 men commanded by Inspector W. D. Jarvis, set out for Fort Edmonton nearly nine 

hundred miles away from La Roche Percee (near Estevan Sask.) with 55 sick horses, 74 

oxen and cattle, 57 ox carts, 26 wagons and more than 25,00 pounds of flour. 

 

1885 - Louis Riel is sentence to be hanged for treason by Judge Hugh Richardson 

after a jury of six English-speaking Protestants found catholic Riel guilty but 

recommended mercy. During the trial Riel gave two lengthy speeches where he 

demonstrated his powerful rhetorical abilities and fought attempts by his defense counsel 

to prove he was not guilty by reason of insanity.  

 

1900 - #O.44 Aylesworth Bowen Perry, C.M.G. becomes the fifth Commissioner of 

the Force and serves until March 31, 1923. 
 

1931 #3588 / O.240 Sir James Howden MacBrien, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. becomes 

the seventh permanent Commissioner and serves until March 5, 1938 and becomes the 

first Commissioner to die in office. 
 

1950 - The Newfoundland Rangers, Newfoundland Preventive Service and some 

members of Newfoundland Constabulary are absorbed into the RCMP when the RCMP 

enters a contract with, Newfoundland and Labrador to provide policing to Canada’s 

newest Province. 

1994 - #32642 Corporal Leonard V. Desautels earned a Commanding Officer’s 

Commendation for courage and presence of mind when he apprehended a suicidal man 

with loaded rifle at Far Reserve, near La Ronge, Saskatchewan. 
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1995 - A career officer with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Patrick M. Shaw, 

served in major crime investigation, drug investigation and criminal intelligence duties 

throughout most of his career. On retiring from the Force in 1988, he joined the 

Saskatchewan Government as Director of Protective Services, where he remained until 

his appointment as Sergeant-at-Arms on August 1, 1995. 

August 2nd 

1973 – Retired Sergeant Major #06316 Henry Webb Stallworthy O.C. is invested 

with the Order of Canada at Government House by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. His 

citation states “For his pioneer service in the Canadian Arctic as a member of the Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police, and his contributions to the exploration of the remote 

northern regions.” 

Harry Stallworthy as he was known throughout his life was one of the Canada’s greatest 

barely known northern explorers. His accomplishments in the north are legendary and 

include leading one the longest arctic dog sled patrols in RCMP history in search of a 

missing German geologist, Dr. Hans Kruger to establishing Canada’s sovereignty claim 

to Ellesmere Island. His biography entitled “Red Serge and Polar Bears” written by 

William Barr was published by The University of Alberta Press in 2004 is a worthy read 

for anyone who wants to know what life in the Mounted Police was like for a man who 

spent over twenty years in the real north. 

1978 - #31001 Constable Jean F. Bourke of Grand Rapids, Manitoba found himself 

confronted by a highly intoxicated man armed with three weapons threatening to shoot 

him if he didn’t leave the scene. Bourke remained calm and after several minutes of 

talking to the gunman, he convinced him to drop his weapons and surrender. For his 

courage and sound judgment he was awarded the Commanding Officer’s Commendation. 

 

1990 – While on patrol near Bow Island, Alberta, #30389 Constable Ross S. Gilmore 

found himself in a high-speed pursuit with an intoxicated suicidal man. When the chase 

ended the man produced a 22. calibre rifle and threatened to kill him. Constable Gilmore 

stayed calm and was able to disarm the gunman and take him into custody. As a result of 

his courage and quick thinking he was awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation for 

Bravery. 

 

August 3rd 

1990 - While on patrol near Bow Island, Alberta, #30389 Constable Ross S. Gilmore 

found himself in a high-speed pursuit with an intoxicated suicidal man. When the chase 

ended the man produced a 22. caliber rifle and threatened to kill him. Constable Gilmore 



stayed calm and was able to disarm the gunman and take him into custody. As a result of 

his courage and quick thinking he was awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation for 

Bravery. 

1991 - When Constables #36174 Thomas G. Power and #36489 A.B.M. Campbell 

arrived at the scene of a house fire at Iqaluit, NWT, they were advised that a woman was 

still inside the burning building. Both men rushed into the building, but were driven back 

by the intense heat and smoke. They then made a second attempt and despite the smoke 

and heat, found the unconscious woman and carried her out of the blaze, where she was 

revived later at the Baffin Regional Hospital. As a result of their heroism both men were 

awarded the Commanding Officer’s Commendation. 

August 4th 

1896 - #416 / O.83 Inspector Frank Harper along with Game Wardens Wilson and 

Ashley recovered the body of Philip Abbot, off Mount Lefroy near Lake Louise in the 

first Mountaineering fatality in North America.  

Philip Abbot was part of a group of the Appalachian Mountain Club members, who were 

attempting to be the first climbers to reach the summit of Mount LeRoy. Abbot a Harvard 

educated attorney, was one of the best mountaineers in the United States and had 

previously made history when he along with climbers, Charles S. Thompson, and Charles 

Fay, completed the first ascent of Mount’s Hector and Stephen in 1885.  

 

1933 - The crew of the RCMP Cruiser “Chaleur” rescued the schooner “Glacier” 

which was in distress, and drifting ten miles off the Wolves Island near Grand Manan 

NB. The schooner had been struck by lightning on July 31st, which had split her foresail 

and torn her mainsail beyond use. In addition, the ship was leaking badly and the crew 

was exhausted from having to pump continuously since the incident. The Chaleur tied 

alongside and she was towed to Saint John New Brunswick. 

1958 - A murder investigation was initiated when the naked body of a young woman 

was found in a fruit picker's shack near Kaleden, British Columbia. Soon, the prime 

suspect becomes a transient fruit picker, Donald George Stevens who is known under 

several aliases. The following day #14827 Corporal George Ralph Browne, from the 

nearby Summerland Detachment stopped a suspicious looking man on a rural road and 

when he proceeded to question him, the man pulled a gun and shot him three times and 

then ran off towards Giant Head Mountain. Fortunately, Corporal Browne survived his 

wounds to the neck, hand and arm and a massive manhunt ensued and lead to the deaths 

of three police officers (See August 6th) before Stevens was eventually captured at 

Tonasket, Washington, after he was spotted crossing the American border. A joint US –

Canadian Posse was organized and Stevens was arrested by #16889 Cst. Stewart Langdon 

when he found him hiding in bushes on the Okanagan River forty miles south of the 



border. When Langdon ordered him to come out of the bushes, Stevens attacked him with 

a rock and in the fight, that ensued, the fugitive attempted to take the policemen’s gun. 

Langdon gained control of Stevens after he shot him in the buttocks. Stevens was 

returned to Canada to face criminal charges but the charges were dropped when it was 

proven that he had escaped from an American mental hospital and was ruled mentally 

unfit to stand trial. He was returned to the United States where he died in a mental 

institution in 1968. 

George Ralph Browne, recovered from his gunshot wounds and eventually returned to 

duty. He retired as a Staff Sergeant in 1976. Stewart Langdon retired as a Staff Sergeant 

in 1980. 

1960 - The House of Commons votes to approve the new Canadian Bill of Rights 

proposed by Prime Minister John Diefenbaker's government. The new charter sets out 

rights and freedoms accorded all Canadians. 

 

2001 – Two Mounties receive the Medal of Bravery  

Constable Josephee Frederick Baines, M.B. and Constable Robert Glenn Wolfenden, 

M.B. 

While working general duties in Iqaluit, Nunavut, #47141 Constable Josephee Baines and 

#50434 Cst. Robert G. Wolfenden responded to a report of a fire at a residence where 

they found two intoxicated people screaming for help from a second-floor window. 

Without hesitation, the two constables rushed inside the burning building but were forced 

out because of the blinding smoke and toxic fumes. The two men then wrapped several 

wet towels over their faces and went back into the inferno and fought their way through 

the smoke and flames, until they located the two heavily intoxicated victims in the living 

room. After convincing the uncooperative woman that her children were safe and not 

inside the burning house, the constables gave the two victims their wet towels and then 

escorted from the residence. All four individuals were then transported to hospital where 

they were treated for smoke inhalation. 

On April 30, 2004 both policemen were awarded Canada’s third highest award for 

courage, the Medal of Bravery. 

 

August 5th 

 

1934 - #9072 Sergeant J. D. O’Connell won the coveted “Prince of Wales Silver 

Cup” at the New Brunswick Rifle Association Meet in Sussex. The cup had been 

awarded to the best rifle shot in New Brunswick since 1861. Shooters were required to 

fire seven shots at the 600 yards, seven at 200 yards and ten shots at 900 yards.  



1958 - #14064 Cpl. Albin R. Nelson of Blaine Lake Sask. saved the life of a four-

year-old boy, Stephen Wawryk after he found the boy unconscious and not breathing. 

The child lost consciousness and stopped breathing after he consumed a quantity of 

“home brew” that he had found. Cpl. Nelson revived the boy after he performed mouth-

to-mouth resuscitation and was later awarded the St John's Ambulance Meritorious 

Certificate award.  

1960 - Canada's 9th Prime Minister (1920-21 and 1926), Senator Arthur Meighen dies 

in Toronto at the age of 86. He was the first Prime Minister born after Confederation. 

1984 - #32202 Constable James Baker earned a Commanding Officers Commendation 

after he and three members of the public, E. Redekop, D. Redekop and W. Boulanger, 

rescued six people after they were thrown from their boat during a storm on Little 

Shuswap Lake, near Chase, BC . 

1986 - Medal of Bravery - Arthur Ross Lewis MB 

Upon arriving at the scene of a house fire in Big River, Saskatchewan, #28114 Constable 

Arthur Ross Lewis was advised by a neighbor that an elderly man was inside the burning 

shed. While the neighbor sprayed the shed with a garden hose, Constable Lewis wrapped 

a wet towel around his face and entered the building in an attempt to locate the victim. 

Shortly thereafter he was forced from the blaze by the intense heat and thick smoke. By 

then Ross and Chad Dunn had arrived on scene, and with Ross Dunn leading, he and 

Constable Dunn re-entered the building but again were forced to retreat. Joined by Chad 

Dunn the trio holding hands re-entered the blaze and found the severely burned 

unconscious man in a rear corner of the building. 

Once they had removed the victim, Cst. Lewis applied mouth-to-mouth resuscitation and 

continued to do so while he and the victim were transported to hospital. Unfortunately 

85-year-old Alonzo Gallant succumbed. 

On June 10, 1988 Constable Arthur Ross Lewis was awarded the Medal of Bravery. 

August 6th 

1958 - Honour Roll Numbers 97, 98, 99. 

Three members #10880 S/Sgt. Stanley Samuel Rothwell age 49, #14740 Cst. Richard 

William Green age 35 and #10410 S/Cst. Joseph Edouard Cormier age 39 were killed 

on duty in an airplane crash, along the East Shore of Skaha Lake, BC.  



The Vancouver Air Section DeHavilland Beaver float plane CF-FHW piloted by Staff 

Sgt. Stanley Rothwell arrived in Penticton to assist in the manhunt for an American 

fugitive and murder suspect, who had shot Cpl. George Brown of the Summerland BC 

Detachment (see August 4).  The pilot along with Engineer S/Cst Joseph Cormier and 

local detachment member Cst. Richard W. Green a spotter with local knowledge set out 

from Skaha Lake and spent most of the day looking for the fugitive. At approximately 

13:40 pm, the low flying aircraft crashed into a hillside orchard nearly five miles north of 

Okanagan Falls. The cause of the crash was never determined but it was believed the 

plane stalled due to a sudden down-draft. All three members were killed on impact and 

the subsequent crash ignited a forest fire that eventually covered 80 acres of land. This 

tragedy was further compounded when the original witness who reported seeing the 

suspect in the area, admitted to police that he had made a false report of the sighting "just 

to see some excitement". 

All three men were Second World War veterans, Rothwell and Cormier had served in the 

RCAF and Green in the Royal Canadian Navy. 

S/Sgt. Stanley Rothwell a native of Arden Manitoba was survived by his wife, Helen and 

their son. He was buried in Valleyview Memorial Gardens in Newton BC. 

The remains of S/Cst. Joseph Cormier a native of Moncton NB were returned to his 

mother and he was interred in Notre Dame du Calvair cemetery in Charterville, NB. 

Cst. Richard Green was from Rencontre West; Newfoundland and was survived by his 

wife Shirley and their two children. He was buried in the Municipal Cemetery in 

Chemainus BC. 

This was the RCMP Air Division’s first ever-fatal air crash using Force owned planes 

since its inception in 1937. 

1966 - The British Empire Medal for Gallantry and The Commissioner’s 

Commendation for Bravery were awarded to #22807 Constable Joseph Emile Gilles 

Potvin age 25, for rescuing three people from a submerged aircraft. 

Constable Potvin was competing in the 12th International Swim Meet at Lake St. John 

Quebec on this day. After swimming for three hours he had to with draw from the 

competition for medical reasons and was talking with his wife at the finish line near 

Roberval, when he was advised that a small aircraft had crashed into the lake nearby. He 

rushed to the scene in a boat operated by Marcel Guay of St. Felicien and observed the 

tail section sticking out of the water and a large gas slick had spread across the surface. 

Constable Potvin then dove in, and swam underwater to the wreckage. Though he could 

not see he managed to find the door to the cockpit and wrenched it open freeing two 

occupants, Gilbert Gaudreault and Marthe Trudel. He then swam inside the plane and 

found the lifeless body of Colombe Lamontange and pulled her free and swam her body 

to the boat. The unconscious victim had two broken legs and was bleeding from her 



mouth, so Potvin used the Shaffer method of artificial respiration and after five minutes 

succeeded in reviving her. 

1967 - While boating on the St. Lawrence River near Charlottenburg Park Ontario 

non-swimmer Hector Menasce stood up in a paddleboat to take a photograph and he and 

his wife Lucie fell overboard. After a short struggle he slipped below the surface of and 

descended in 18 feet of water.  

32-year-old J. Donald Sauve happened to hear the cries for help from shore and rushed to 

the scene and dove in the water and retrieved Menasce’s body. Long Sault detachment 

members #19175 Corporal Lorne D. Poulin and #24023 / O.1310 Wayne Wawryk were 

patrolling nearby and observed several boats gathered together 100 yards from shore. 

When they investigated, they found the lifeless body of Menasce on the bow of a boat. 

Corporal Poulin then used a pocketknife to pry open the victim’s mouth so that Constable 

Wawryk could insert a plastic rescusitube and begin mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. After 

a couple of minutes the victim was revived and transported to hospital.  

As result of their efforts in saving the life of Hector Menasce the Royal Canadian 

Humane Society awarded a parchment certificate of bravery to Mr. Sauve and certificates 

of Merit to the two policemen. 

1976 - At approximately 9:30 p.m. #23861 Staff Sergeant Lynn F. Kendel, #21786 

Corporal John Matthews, and #29434 Constable G.R. Pritchard responded to what they 

thought was a routine domestic dispute in Inuvik NWT.  

Upon arrival, they found themselves embroiled in a barricade situation with an armed 

man who was holding his children hostage and was repeatedly shooting at them with a 

rifle. The standoff lasted for several hours and all attempts to reason with the gunman 

failed. The event was concluded when one of the hostages managed to open a door to the 

house enabling S/Sgt. Kendel and Cst. Pritchard to enter the residence unnoticed. While 

Cpl. Matthews kept, the gunman distracted the two policemen rushed in and disarmed 

him. All three officers received the Commanding Officers Commendation for their 

courage in apprehending the gunman without anyone being harmed. 

1990 - While on routine patrol in Tuktoyaktuk, NWT #37077 Constable Thomas H. 

Roy, witnessed an intoxicated woman attempting to slash people with a knife. When he 

intervened, the woman turned the knife on him. After a brief altercation, he succeeded in 

subduing her. For his bravery and composure, he was awarded the Commissioner’s 

Commendation for Bravery. 

August 7th 

 



1903 – Because of concerns from the Canadian Government over possible American 

territorial ambitions in the arctic The North West Mounted Police (NWMP) establish a 

detachment at Herschel Island Northwest Territory. For several years American whalers 

had used the location as a winter base, so they didn’t have to make the long journey back 

to American waters. The new detachment staffed by #2218 / O.156 Sgt. Francis 

Fitzgerald (see December 21, 1910) and Constable F.D. Sutherland was nothing more 

than sod huts was which they had to live in until a detachment building could be 

constructed.  
 

1920 - Honour Roll Number 43. 

#6096 Cpl. Ernest Usher, age 25 was killed in a shootout with two train robbers in a 

restaurant in Bellevue Alberta.  

Three Russian men held up the Canadian Pacific Railways train number 63, on August 2, 

1920. The trio jumped off the train and fled into the bush near Sentinel Alberta and a 

manhunt ensued shortly thereafter. It didn’t take authorities very long to identify the 

culprits as George Akoff, Alex Auloff and Tom Basoff who had come to Lethbridge from 

Great Falls Montana. When the trio was spotted in Coleman Alberta the combined force 

of Alberta Provincial Police, RCMP and deputized civilians closed in. On Saturday 

August 17th, the local Justice of the Peace, Joseph Robertson spotted two of the fugitives 

in the mining town of Bellevue. After grabbing his pistol and heading for the police 

office he encountered Cpl. Usher and Provincial Police Constables Frewin and Bailey.  

The three officers then confronted the men in a local restaurant and a shoot-out erupted 

when George Akoff pulled a Lugar pistol out of his coat.  

Corporal Usher and Constable Frederick Bailey and were shot as they backed out of the 

restaurant by Akoff even though Constable Frewin had emptied his revolver into him. 

Tom Basoff then came out of the restaurant armed with two hand guns and shot Cst. 

Bailey in the head at point blank range and fired several shots into Cpl. Usher until he 

was dead. He then put a bullet into his partner’s head to put him out of his misery and 

fled as the Justice of the Peace fired at him from behind a telephone pole.  

Basoff’s escape was short lived and when Canadian Pacific Railway Police detectives 

arrested without incident four days later near Pincer Creek. He was tried and convicted 

for murder and hanged on December 22, 1924 in Lethbridge. 

Alex Auloff was arrested in1924 and extradited back to Canada from Butte Montana and 

was sentenced to seven years in prison but died in April 1926. 

 

Both policemen were buried in a joint military funeral at the Protestant cemetery in 

MacLeod Alberta. Corporal Ernest Usher joined the RNWMP on September 14, 1914. He 

was single and his closest family was his sister Maud, who lived in London England. 

 



1943 - During WW2, many prisoners of war (POW) camps were established across 

Canada. Among them, Camp 132 at Medicine Hat and another at Lethbridge, Alberta. All 

POW camps had a hierarchy within them and the camps in Canada were no exception 

only it was the Nazis within the camps ruled the German prisoners and dished out their 

own punishments on those who did not conform. On this day August Plaszek was 

murdered by a mob of fellow prisoners because he was believed to be disloyal to the Nazi 

cause.  Before the war Plaszek had served in the French Foreign Legion and like all 

Legionnaires who returned to Germany in the 1930’s he was subjected to Nazi ideology 

and then forced into the German army. Because he was an ex-Legionnaire Plaszek was 

assigned to Erwin Rommels 361st African Regiment, which was nearly wiped out at 

Torbuk in 1943, resulting in his captured by the British.  

 

Within the pecking order of the POW camps the Nazis despised the Legionnaires because 

they felt they didn’t fight hard enough for the Fatherland. In addition, they were 

suspected of being the leaders of the communist sympathizers. The camp lead believed 

that the ex-legionnaires group was planning to overthrow of the camp leadership so they 

decided to interrogate four of them. After one of the men was interrogated he made a 

dash to the warning wire and was taken into custody by camp officials. Having escaped a 

mob of nearly 600 POW’s the angry men forced their way int the interrogation room and 

dragged August Plaszek out and took him to the recreation hall where they severely beat 

him and then hanged him.  

 

Because he was fluent in German, #8281 Sgt. George Krause was transferred from Stony 

Plain Detachment to work in the Intelligence section and assigned to the case. His 26-

month investigation resulted in the two Nazi ringleaders; Werner Schwalb and Adolf 

Kratz being tried and convicted of murder. Kratz avoided the hangman’s noose by having 

his sentence commuted but Werner Schwalb was hanged for his role in the crime. When 

asked if he had any last words, Schwalb said, "Mine Furher I follow thee." He was 

hanged on June 26, 1946 at Provincial Gaol, in Lethbridge, Alberta. 

 

His skills in investigating POW murders were call upon again in 1945 (see December 18, 

1946) when POW Dr Karl Lehmann was murdered by hanging in Camp 132.  

George KRAUSE served in the Force from 1919 - 1954 and died in1989. 

1948 - Honour Roll Number 106. 

#14890 2/Cst. James Boyd Henderson drowned in the St. Lawrence River near 

Gananoque Ont.  

Twenty-three-year-old Constable James Boyd Henderson joined the RCMP on May 1, 

1947 and was quickly transferred to Marine Division. He was assigned to the 50’ Patrol 

Vessel "Carnduff" in Kingston Ontario patrolling the St Lawrence River under command 

of #12866/ O.472 Corporal Kenneth Creaser. While returning from a regatta at 

Gananoque Ontario, Cst. Henderson’s career and life were suddenly cut short. As the 



boat, neared Howe Island under full throttle and in calm sea conditions, Cst. Henderson 

went aft to dump some garbage from a pail. A couple of minutes later the skipper, Cpl. 

Creaser looked back from the wheel and realized that the pail was on the deck but Cst. 

Henderson was missing. He immediately turned the vessel and retraced its route to where 

he found the floating garbage and searched the area for several hours until dark. The area 

was searched for several days to no avail, ten days later his body was found on the banks 

of the St. Lawrence.  

Cst. Henderson’s body was returned to his parents in Oshawa Ontario where he was 

buried in the Union Cemetery. The cause of his death was never determined, but he is 

believed to have lost his balance and fallen overboard possibly striking his head on a 

boom at the stern of the vessel.
 

August 8th 

 

1941 – Because of Japan’s involvement in the second world war Federal Minister Ian 

Mackenzie declares that because it is a national security matter under the War Measures 

Act, he orders the RCMP to begin registering all Japanese Canadians in British 

Columbia. Later, all of them are moved inland to detention camps.
 

 

1958 - #16087/O.610 Corporal Hugh Feagan was awarded the St John Meritorious 

Certificate after he saved the life of Earl Carl in Kamloops BC. Cpl. Feagan rushed into a 

smoke-filled service station where he located the body of the unconscious man and 

dragged him from the burning building and then performed artificial respiration until the 

fire department arrived on scene. 

 

 

 August 9th 

1926 - #9754 Constable Herbert Lee had been sent north to establish detachments on 

Ellesmere and Bylot Islands. On this day in 1926 #4314 / O.194 Inspector Charles 

Willcox officiated at opening of the Bache Peninsula Detachment on Ellesmere Island 

opening the most northerly Detachment Mounted Police ever established. 

1970 - Commercial fisherman Cyrille Dugay would likely have drowned in hold of a 

vessel after it overturned near Shippegan, New Brunswick had it not been for #27105 

Constable E.A.M. Arsenault coming to his rescue. Cst. Arsenault was awarded the Royal 

Canadian Humane Society Award of Merit. 

August 10th 



1881 – Canada’s fourth and youngest (age 33) Governor General of Canada, John 

George Edward Henry Douglas Sutherland Campbell, 9th Duke of Argyll commonly 

known as the Marquis of Lorne, met in council with the Blackfoot Confederacy at 

Blackfoot Crossing during a tour of the Northwest Territories. The Commissioner had 

only been informed of the Vice Regal tour a few weeks before the event was set to occur 

and that an escort of North-West Mounted Police would be required. #O.37 

Superintendent William H. Herchmer was appointed to command the escort that required 

assigning additional men from headquarters. In addition, supplies of forage, and food and 

other supplies had to be delivered along the 1,229-mile long route. The Vice Regal tour 

was of special significance to residents and Natives of region and for his wife, Princess 

Louise, the daughter of the Great White Mother herself, Queen Victoria. Several councils 

were held with native Nations at Fort Ellice, Fort Qu'Appelle, Fort Carlton, Battleford, 

Blackfoot Crossing, and Fort Macleod. During the meeting at Blackfoot Crossing Chief 

Crowfoot (Isapo-Muxika) of the Blackfoot First Nation addressed the Governor General 

and his entourage and held up an empty tin cup to symbolize the destitution of his people 

as he pleaded for him to do something about their plight. Nothing was done about the 

deplorable conditions resulting in several First Nations joining the Métis rebellion in 

1885 but Crowfoot and his people were not among them. In 1887, artist Sydney Prior 

Hall depicted the meeting in one of his sketches. 

1890 - Honour Roll Number 14. 

#487 Sergeant Albert Ernest Garland Montgomery age 28 was killed when his horse 

stumbled on August 7th, 1890 and he was thrown to the ground hitting his head. 

Life as a schoolteacher was too dull for this adventurer who had joined the fledgling 

NWMP on September 22, 1880. He saw service in the North-west Rebellion and became 

an expert horseman.  Ironically he lost his life during a routine mounted drill practice at 

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan after he stopped to help #2186 Constable Henri Gravel who 

was having trouble remounting his spirited horse. After climbing back on his own steed 

that he had been riding for six years, Montgomery proceeded back to his unit when 

suddenly his horse stumbled and fell, throwing the Sergeant head first into the hard 

ground. He never regained consciousness and died three days later. 

Sgt. Albert Ernest Garland Montgomery was buried in the St. Mary’s churchyard in 

Prince Albert Saskatchewan. 

1913 - Two prisoners escaped from the Moosomin jail on August 1st 1913, and were 

re-captured across the border in Westhope, North Dakota by two RNWMP Constables.  

#5114 Richards of Carnduff Detachment and #5434-Wheeler of Lampman Detachment 

picked up the fugitives track at Butler, Manitoba, and what the local newspapers dubbed 

an exciting chase, eventually captured the fugitives on the railway track at Westhope. 

Inspector George. L. Jennings the officer commanding Regina District, was so impressed 



he penned a letter of congratulations to the two members, expressing his appreciation 

along with a newspaper article about the capture. 

1984 - #33631 Constable Michael Buday of the Terrace British Columbia Detachment 

faced down a deranged man who was pointing a loaded shotgun at him. After a lengthy 

period of negotiations Buday overpowered and disarmed the gunman. The B.C. 

Association of Chiefs of Police posthumously awarded him a commendation for bravery 

on November 27, 1986. Michael Buday was killed on duty a year before. (See March 19, 

1985) 

1985 - While relaxing at home on his day off in Ottawa, #36729 / O.2629 Constable 

Pat J. Egan notice a commotion in his neighbor’s yard. When he went over to investigate 

he discovered that their infant child was in convulsions and turning blue. Eagan 

immediately took control and sent the panicked parents to call an ambulance.  He then 

began CPR and successfully revived the child. He later received a Commanding Officers 

Commendation for his actions. 

August 11th 

1934 - The Commissioner promoted Constable #7576 Edwin Tutin to Lance Corporal 

in recognition of his conspicuous courage and tenacity of purpose, for his role in 

apprehending two men in Ottawa who had stolen Senator Murphy’s car. Daniel Nigra and 

Maynard Richardson stole the car and then held up Blairs Drug store and made off with 

cigarettes and $50. Constable Tutin was patrolling the Island Parkway on his police 

motorcycle, when he recognized the stolen car approaching him at a high speed. When he 

began to follow, the suspects rolled down the rear window and began shooting at him, 

one bullet grazed his left breast pocket and passed between his arm and left side. 

Constable Tutin then drew his revolver and fired at the fleeing vehicles rear tires hitting 

one and rendering the tire flat. The suspects then bolted from the stolen car and fled into 

the woods. Ottawa Police later captured them. 

Tuntin continued to serve and was eventually promoted to Sergeant Major and served 

with the Provost Corps in Europe during the Second World War. 

1943 – Prime Minister Mackenzie King welcomes English Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill and American President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the opening of the Quebec 

Conference. 

1981 - Honour Roll Number 167. 

#25876 Corporal Ole Roust Larsen was shot and killed, at Climax, Sask.  



Two days before he was murdered Cpl. Ole Larsen had attended a family dispute 

involving Keith Sipley and his estranged wife Jamie. After a lengthy argument, an angry 

and distraught Sipley was removed from the home and sent on his way. Everyone 

assumed it was the end of the matter.   

Larsen was in charge of the two-man detachment in Climax Saskatchewan, a quite rural 

farming community located 14 miles north of the Montana border. Two nights after the 

domestic dispute at approximately 11:40 pm, Keith Sipley drove by Cpl. Larsen’s home 

and made several squealing power turns in front of the house in an effort to draw 

attention to him. Larsen recognized the vehicle and dressed in jeans and a t-shirt got into 

his police car and went out to confront him. Unfortunately, Larsen was unarmed. Initially 

Keith Sipley ignored the Larsen’s attempt to stop him as he raced through town with the 

patrol car’s siren and emergency lights flashing, but then he stopped suddenly in front of 

the local Climax Hotel. 

 As Larsen exited his patrol car, Sipley armed with a .22 caliber rifle, exited his vehicle 

and shot him several times at point blank range. Severely wounded, Cpl. Larsen 

staggered back to his vehicle to call for help, but the gunman calmly walked over to the 

wounded officer and in front of two witnesses shot him two more times.   

After shooting Cpl. Larsen, Sipley returned to his car and fled towards the United States. 

Traveling cross-country through backfields to avoid the border crossing, in the process he 

damaged his vehicle’s transmission and his car broke down.  Sipley then walked across 

the border and into a farmer's yard, where he stole a pickup truck. Instead of simply 

leaving the farm unnoticed he began driving erratically around the farm yard waking the 

owner, Scott Anderson from his sleep. Anderson jumped in his car and began to chase 

after his stolen truck, and when the vehicle eventually stopped he found Sipley sitting 

with his head back, killed by a self-inflicted gunshot to his forehead.  

Before killing himself, Keith Sipley recorded a rambling message on a portable tape 

recorder, stating that he didn’t know why he killed the Mountie and that he wished to 

God it hadn’t happened. 

Ole Larsen died in the local eight-bed hospital as the medivac airplane was landing to 

transport him to hospital in Regina. 

Larsen was born in Varde, Denmark and his family had immigrated to Canada when he 

was 13 years old. He was raised in Galt Ontario and had joined the RCMP on July 12, 

1967. He left behind his wife Lindsey and their two young daughters Kristen and Karen. 

Cpl. Ole Roust Larsen was buried in the RCMP cemetery in Regina with full military 

honours.  

August 12th 



1883 - A large crowd cheered as the first Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) 

construction train puffed into the settlement of Calgary. At the time Calgary was nothing 

more than a tent city whose only permanent structures were the barracks of NWMP Fort 

Calgary and the stores of the Hudson's Bay and the I.G. Baker trading companies. 

1979 - While working at the Cavendish PEI Summer Detachment, #33758 Constable 

John M.G. Trickett, helped save the life of a swimmer. Nearby Mayfield resident, Preston 

Simpson was swimming in the frigid waters off Cavendish Beach when he nearly 

drowned. Trickett along with some members of the public rushed to his aid and rescued 

him. Constable Trickett was awarded the Red Cross Life Saving Award at the 15th annual 

presentation at Government House in Charlottetown. 

1998 - Honour Roll Number 194. 

#37348 Corporal Graeme Charles Cumming age 37 was killed when a drunk driver 

crashed into his police car while he was investigating an accident near Kipp, Alberta. 

What started out as a relatively normal day for Cpl. Graeme Cumming and truck driver 

Daniel Entz resulted in both being killed in a fiery crash caused by a drunk driver. Entz 

was driving in the left lane of divided highway #2, when his load of hay shifted and 

began spilling onto the roadway. Cpl. Cumming attended to the scene and had positioned 

his police car behind the spilled hay with his emergency lights on along with a flashing 

arrow to direct traffic to pass on the right. While he was in the process of issuing a traffic 

ticket to Mr. Entz who was sitting in the police car with him another tractor trailer came 

upon the scene and without warning smashed into the back of the police car as it 

attempted to pass. The force of the impact demolished the police car, which burst into 

flames killing both men instantly. 

The driver of the second tractor-trailer, Darren Roderick Buckley, was charged with two 

counts of impaired driving and impaired driving causing death. Adding to the tragedy 

was the fact that Buckley, was wanted in British Columbia for an earlier impaired driving 

offence.  

Buckley was convicted on April 13, 1999 and sentenced to a 32-month jail term and 

received a 5-year driving prohibition. 

Graeme Cumming was born at Glasgow, Scotland, and joined the RCMP in November 

1981. He served most of his 17-year career in Alberta, with postings in Gleichen, 

Medicine Hat, Fairview, Fort MacMurray, Airdrie and Lethbridge. His wife of twelve 

years and a member of the RCMP, #38594, Cst. Marina A.F. Cumming, survived him. 

Hundreds of peace officers from across Canada and the United States attended his funeral 

on August 18th in Lethbridge Alberta.  



1999 - Family disputes always have the potential to become dangerous and this 

dispute was nearly deadly.  

Constables #42239 Joel MacKown, #45392 David Gerrard and #35790 Douglas Mylie 

attended to a family dispute in the town of St Albert, Alberta. When the police arrived on 

scene the suspect opened fire on them with a shotgun and Constable MacKown was hit in 

the back of his legs by the gun blast. Cst. Gerrard and the wounded officer then returned 

fire as Cst. Mylie helped MacKown find cover from the gunman. 

Shortly after the shooting began two more members, #37331 Cst. David Halbach and 

#35891 Cst. Kenneth Fitzgerald arrived and helped contain the scene while Constable 

MacKown was taken to the hospital where his wounds were treated. After the emergency 

response team arrived on the scene the gunman surrendered and was taken into custody. 

Constable MacKown recovered from his wounds and later returned to active duty.  

August 13th
 

1954 - While stationed at Nakusp British Columbia, Corporal Donald A. Pye and two 

companions, Robert McGilvray and Jack Molyneux departed from the community of 

Arrowhead around 7:30 pm, in a 16-foot boat for a 40-mile trip on the Upper Arrowhead 

Lake back to Nakusp. Cruising at over 25 miles per hour, Molyneux unexpectedly moved 

from his position in the stern of the small craft and the sudden shift in weight caused the 

boat to heel heavily and tossed McGilvary into an enclosed window, causing it to shatter 

and allow water to violently rush into the boat. Shortly thereafter the boat filled with 

water and capsized spilling the trio into the lake.  

Cpl. Pye, being the only swimmer in the trio assisted the other two men by pulling them 

to the overturned boat where they tried to climb onto the hull. Unfortunately, the capsized 

vessel could not support the combined weight of the three men due to the weight the 

heavy engine attached to the stern and their gear that was still strapped inside the hull. 

Cpl. Pye made repeated attempts to retrieve some life jackets that were stored inside the 

forward cabin but he could not reach them. He then attempted to right the craft, but the 

weight of the boat was too great for him turn. While he attempted to turn the boat over 

the two non-swimmers lost their hold on the boat and began to drift away. Pye managed 

to pull the men back to the boat and then made a desperate attempt to unfasten the 

outboard engine from the stern. While he was underwater struggling with the engine, a 

cold and tired Molyneux lost his grasp on the hull and drifted away. When Pye surfaced, 

he saw his friend struggling some 20 feet away and began to swim to him. But before the 

exhausted rescuer could reach him, Jack Molyneux slipped below the surface and 

descended in over 800 feet of depth. After the loss of Molyneux, Cpl. Pye held onto the 

hull for over two hours because the boat could only support one man. As his legs began 

to cramp, Pye realized they were in serious trouble decided to go for help and try 

swimming to shore over a mile and a half away, while his friend McGilvary rested on top 

of the keel. Miraculously Pye eventually made to shore and then shouted encouragement 



to his friend to keep his spirits up, and then he attempted to walk to the small settlement 

of St. Leon. Due to his high level of exhaustion and exposure he wasn’t able to progress 

very far through the heavy forest undergrowth and eventually collapsed into 

unconsciousness.  

He eventually awoke and continued to yell encouragement to his marooned friend until 

the sun came up the next morning. Shortly after sunrise a search party who had set out 

from Nakusp to search for the overdue boaters found the pair. The body of Jack 

Molyneux was never found due to the extreme depth of the lake. 

On September 26, 1955, Cpl. Donald A. Pye was awarded the Royal Canadian Humane 

Society’s Bronze Medal for his heroism. Sergeant Pye, originally a member of the BC 

Provincial Police, retired from the RCMP in 1965.  

2002 - It was nearly de’ja’vu all over again when two members of the “E” Division 

Underwater Recovery Team responded to an overturned fishing boat at the mouth the 

Fraser River in British Columbia. Twenty years before Corporals Bob Teather and Tim 

Kain responded to a similar emergency earning Teather the Cross of Valour and Kain the 

Medal of Bravery (See 26 September 1981)  

This time the boat was the Fishing Vessel "Cap Rouge II" that suddenly capsized in the 

treacherous waters at mouth of Fraser River. The Coast Guard hovercraft had responded 

to the scene and rescued two survivors from the vessel but safety regulations would not 

allow them to enter the capsized vessel. #35868 Sgt, Douglas Gambicourt, assisted by 

Cpl. #40867 Laurie Jalbert using surface supplied air diving gear, entered the partially 

submerged vessel and recovered body of young girl. Twenty years before, this type of 

diving equipment was not available and Cpl. Theather nearly drowned rescuing the 

occupants of the “Respond”. Both Sgt. Gambicourt and Cpl. Jalbert received the 

Commissioners Commendation for Bravery for this recovery mission. 

August 14th 

1908 - Honour Roll Number 33. 

 
#3566 Sgt. Ralph Morton L. Donaldson age 30, drowned after his police boat was 

attacked by a walrus, off Marble Island, Hudson Bay, N.W.T. (Now Nunavut) 
 
Members posted in the far north often had to conduct hunting expeditions to supplement 

their food rations. It was on one such trip that Sergeant Ralph Donaldson lost his life. He 

was in charge of a patrol consisting of # 3347 Cpl. F.W. Reeves, Special Constable H. T. 

Ford and two native guides Pook and Tupearlock that left Churchill Manitoba aboard the 

Police Vessel “Mactavish” loaded with supplies for the detachment at Fullerton. After 

encountering heavy weather, they anchored in a cove at Marble Island. There they sighted 

a heard of walrus on a small island approximately one mile from their vessel. Special 



Constable Ford departed in a dingy for the herd and returned later reporting that he had 

shot ten animals. Later Sgt. Donaldson, Cpl. Reeves and Special Constable Ford rowed 

back to the island to butcher the slain walrus. As darkness fell Donaldson and Reeves 

headed back to the “Mactavish” with the intent of sending the natives back to assist Ford. 

Rowing in the dark towards the lights on the larger vessel, they were suddenly attacked 

by a large walrus that rammed his tusks through the hull leaving a large hole in the hull 

below the waterline and knocking one of the oarlocks from its socket. Sgt. Donaldson 

was overcome with fear and unable to respond to Cpl. Reeves instructions to retrieve the 

oar and start rowing before they sank. As the dingy took on water Cpl. Reeves attempted 

to plug the six-inch hole with his jacket while he tried to retrieve the oar but the dingy 

quickly filled with water and both men soon found themselves in the frigid harbour. 

Instead of swimming towards the near shore, Sgt. Donaldson attempted to swim back to 

the far shore that they had departed from. Cpl. Reeves called out to him in the dark to 

swim in the other direction but Donaldson did not answer. He was never seen again. Cpl. 

Reeves managed to make to shore alive and alert the others of the tragedy. A search party 

scoured the area for several weeks, but Sgt. Donaldson’s body was never recovered. 
 

Originally from London Ontario, Ralph Morton Donaldson joined the Northwest 

Mounted Police in April 1900 and served in Regina, Moose Jaw, Ottawa and Churchill 

Manitoba. He had no family other than a sister in Ontario. 

1945 - VJ Day (Victory over Japan) celebrations break out as Emperor Hirohito calls 

upon Japan's war council to surrender unconditionally thus ending the Second World 

War. The total cost of World War II to Canada is $11,344,437,766 and 42,000 dead. 

1983 – RCMP Summer Student Constable Barbara Gushulak from the Winnipegosis 

Manitoba Detachment won the Manitoba Ladies Arm-Wrestling championship for the 

135lb and over weight class. 

August 15th 

1901 - The “SS Islander” loaded with over $6,000,000 in Klondike Gold sinks after 

hitting an iceberg.  

The 240’Canadian Pacific steam ship “Islander” was by all accounts a beautiful ship. She 

had been constructed at Yorker, Scotland in 1888 for the Inland Passage to Alaska. The 

1495-ton, steel, twin-screw steamer was the favorite ship on the gold rush line for 

business tycoons and miners alike.   

On August 14, 1901, the Islander departed Skagway, Alaska bound for Victoria, British 

Columbia, filled with a crew of 62 and 100 passengers and allegedly $6,000,000 in 

Klondike gold.  



Aboard the ship were two North West Mounted Police Constables, #3408 James L. Cotter 

and #3344 Edmund Henry Waller. Contrary to popular belief they were not assigned to 

guard the gold that was stowed in a locker on the port side of the forward well deck, 

Shortly after 2:00 am on August 15, with only one officer on the bridge and steaming at a 

speed of 14 knots, the ship struck what was believed to be an iceberg while in the narrow 

Lynn Canal south of Juneau and tore a large hole in her forward port quarter. 

The captain tried in vain to steer the ailing ship to shallower water at nearby Douglas 

Island but the outgoing tide and weight of the water rapidly filling the ship's forward 

compartments prevented her from making any headway. Within 15 minutes the weight of 

the water forced her bow underwater and lifted her stern completely out of the water, 

exposing her rudder and propellers. Before the entire ships company could be abandoned 

the forward section of the ship broke away and the wreck of the SS Islander settled at the 

bottom of Stephen's Passage, at 58°15'N 134°30'W.  

The two constables were reportedly the last to escape the sinking ship and spent a cold 

night ashore. 

The official record recorded that 16 crewmembers including the ship’s Captain and 23 

passengers perished. But other unconfirmed sources claimed that there were 42 casualties 

out of possibly 183 people aboard.  

Initially the inquest into the sinking cleared the Captain and crew of negligence but 

eventually reports surfaced about how the crew did not wake all the passengers and fled 

the ship in half filled life boats leaving many behind to fend for themselves. 

With such a large amount of gold on board, salvage attempts began immediately, but 

little progress was made due to the deep depth and the antiquated diving equipment of the 

era.  The wreck was finally located in 1921 in 110 meters of water.   

 

In 1934, a salvage team succeeded in lifting most of the wreck to the surface but after 

they cleaned out the aft section of the ship and located the Pursers safe they only found 

$75,000.00 worth of gold dust and nuggets and paper money. The gold bars they were 

hoping to find were stored forward 60’ section of the hull that had been sheared off.  

 

The bow section was finally located in August 1996 using side-scan sonar and a remotely 

operated vehicle but salvage efforts became bogged down in court over who had the 

salvage rights to the “Islanders” gold. The matter was resolved in the US Court of Appeal 

on March 7th 2000 and maybe someday soon she will yield her gold. 

It is unknown what the effect of surviving the sinking of the SS Islander had on the two 

policemen but neither constable stayed in the Mounted Police after their terms expired. 

Waller resigned in 1903 and Cottern in 1904. Edmund Henry Waller died in Nanaimo BC 

in 1970 at the ripe old age of 92.  



1950 - At the request of the Province of British Columbia the RCMP assumed 

responsibility for provincial policing and absorbs the members of the British Columbia 

Provincial Police Force into its ranks. The first Commanding Officer of “E” Division is 

Assistant Commissioner Allen T. Belcher, who headed up the largest RCMP Division in 

Canada with a policing area of over 366,255 square miles! 

1967 - Malcolm Francis Aylesworth Lindsay becomes the thirteenth permanent 

Commissioner and serves until September 30, 1969. 

2000 – Honour Roll Number 216 and 217 

 

Two members are killed in plane crash at Teslin Lake British Columbia. 

 

After dropping off 17 members of the Terrace, Prince Rupert and Whitehorse 
emergency response teams for routine bush-training exercises. The RCMP's 1985 
Cessna Caravan “C-GMPB” piloted by #32787 Sergeant Edward Mobley, became 
grounded on a sand bar. After several hours of digging, the plane could not be 
dislodged from the shore.  Teslin Detachment members were contacted and arrived 
by Police boat to the scene.  Utilizing the boat, they were able to tow the plane off 
the bar and into deeper water where passenger flight engineer #S/3863 Special 
Constable Tim Nicholson inspected the aircraft for damage. Despite requests from 
the ERT and PSD members to stay the night, Pilot Mobley declined because he had to 
be in Dease Lake early the next morning.  
 
After the plane was cleared for flying, He and Tim Nicholson made the decision to 
take off in the dark and head south.  After the plane lifted off the water it circled the 
members on the ground and began a steep climb, but the plane stalled and then 
plunged nose first into the lake near the mouth of the Jennings River. Both Sgt. 
Mobley age 49 and S/Cst. Nicholson, age 48 were killed upon impact.   

Sgt. Mobley had 25 years’ service and joined the RCMP in 1975. He was transferred to 

Air Services in 1994 and had been posted to Prince Rupert at the time of his death. His 

wife and daughter survived him. 

S/Cst. Nicholson had seven years’ service with the RCMP and was stationed in Ottawa 

but had been on temporary assignment in Prince Rupert filling in for the regular flight 

engineer who was on annual leave. His wife and two daughters survived him. 

2005 - The detachment commander in Chase British Columbia #35772 Frederick Bott 

responded to a complaint of shots fired at the Mountain View Mobile Home Park in 

Chase. As he approached the front door to make an enquiry, a shotgun was fired at him 

from inside the trailer. The blast was close enough that he felt the pressure wave between 

his extended arm and his side. He quickly took cover and he and other members returned 



fire and called for the emergency response team. A 17-hour standoff the ensued and 

suddenly, 67-year-old Ronald Ivan Brown walked out of the trailer and was arrested. 

Brown who was slightly wounded was found to be suffering from mental illness, and had 

murdered his 78-year-old neighbor and friend Melvin Pugsley the previous evening.  

August 16th
 

1895 - When a four-horse team strayed from their herd near Writing On-Stone, 

Alberta #2000 Corporal John Richardson was dispatched to find and retrieve the horses. 

Eventually the trail crossed the border into the United States and Richardson dressed in 

civilian clothing entered a mining camp at Middle Butte, Montana to search for them. 

When he asked some miners, who were drinking about the horses, a drunken miner 

named William A. Long decided to pick a fight and, struck the Mountie who immediately 

returned the blow knocking him to the ground.  

The drunken miner then pulled a gun and shot Richardson in the hip. A bystander came to 

the assistance of the wounded policeman and put him in a wagon and drove him back to 

his detachment in Canada saving his life.  

William Long later decided that he was not finished with the Mountie so he went looking 

for him and eventually arrived at the Christian Brothers' Ranch sometime between 8 and 

9 o'clock Sunday evening thinking the wounded policeman was there. 

Seeing one of the brothers watering a horse and believing it to be Cpl. Richardson, he 

produced his gun and demanded to know where the corporal was. Long also suspected 

that Ira Brown the Justice of the Peace was at the ranch and in his rage he stated he 

wanted to kill him. Bill Long had previously threatened to kill Ira Brown because of a 

previous dispute over money that he felt should have been paid to him. 

On being assured that the policeman was not there, Long proceeded to move on when he 

suddenly changed his mind and went to the ranch house and pointing his gun at the other 

brother and demanded the whereabouts of Ira Brown and the policeman. When he saw 

Justice Brown sitting in the room near the back door of the house he made a rush for him, 

exclaiming, "There's the man I'm looking for”. When Ira Brown saw Long coming at him 

with a gun in hand, he grabbed a shot gun and fired, hitting the gunman in the chest. The 

wounded man fell outside the door, and when approached, said: "I have got what I was 

looking for," and exonerated Brown for any blame in the matter. He was taken to Shelby, 

where he died the following morning. 

A coroner's jury ruled “that Long came to his death as the result of a gunshot wound 

from a gun in the hands of Ira Brown, and that such shooting was justifiable, being in 

self-defense”.  

Bill Long had a history of violence and was feared by the residents of the area. The local 

newspaper of the day “The Montanian” wrote about Brown and the incident; “Ira Brown, 



the justice of the peace who shot Long, is one of the most upright and law abiding citizens 

in Montana. He is a quiet, unpretentious man, but the facts demonstrate that he has 

plenty of nerve in the hour of need. He has a host of friends in Teton and Choteau 

counties who regret that he was drawn into the affair”. 

Corporal John Richardson recovered from his gunshot wound and his ability to avoid 

death saved him again in 1898 when he and his dog sled team fell through the ice in the 

Yukon and were swept down river (see November 15, 1898). Richardson took his 

discharge from the North West Mounted Police in 1899 after eleven year’s service. 

1897 - NWMP Superintendent James Morrow Walsh 1843-1905 appointed 

Commissioner of the Yukon by the new Yukon Judicial District. 

1916 – As a result of the Migratory Bird Treaty being signed between the United 

States and Great Britain (acting on behalf of Canada) to provide protection for birds 

migrating between the U.S. and Canada. In 1918 the RCMP was tasked with enforcing it. 

Since then other countries including Mexico (1936) Japan (1972) and the Soviet Union 

now Russia (1976) signed on as well. 

1947 - First flight of de Havilland DHC-2 Beaver bush plane was conducted in 

Toronto. The all-metal Beaver with its high-lift wing and flap configuration had very 

good short take-off-and-landing capability even with heavy loads. Not only did it become 

the workhorse for the RCMP Air Division it was used by the US Army and US Air Force 

in Korea. 

1965 - Prince Rupert, BC constables #20751 Floyd Dahl and #22752 Ronald Stucky 

earned commendations after they responded to a complaint about a man causing 

problems at a local bar. When they arrived at the bar they found Robert Dammeyer armed 

with loaded .32 caliber pistol looking for a former drinking companion. As the two 

policemen attempted to reason with the gunman, he suddenly raised the gun to his head 

and shot himself.  

1979 – Canada’s 13th Prime Minister John George Diefenbaker (1895-1979) dies. He 

served as the Conservative Prime Minister from June 21, 1957, to April 22, 1963, and 

was the party leader to lead the Tories to power between 1930 and 1979, doing so three 

times. 

1991 – Honour Roll Number 192 

 
Most people assume that guns, knives or vehicle accidents kill police officers.  
 



Such was not the case for 34-year-old #36330 Cst. Brian John Hutchinson whio 
died as a resulted of a brain aneurysm a year after being hit in the head by a piece of 
brick.  
 
The blow to the head was a result of the Oka crisis in August 1990, at Oka, Quebec. 
The Oka crisis was the result of the town of Oka, approved a land development for a 
new golf course on land that the Mohawk people of the Kanesatake Reserve 
considered part of their ancestral burial grounds. This resulted in some aggressive 
members of the reserve, the Mohawk Warriors taking action by setting up a 
barricade preventing access to the disputed land.  The town responded by calling in 
the Quebec Provincial Police (Surete du Quebec) who sent a tactical team to the 
blockade on July 11th. At 8:45 am, the squad rushed into the barricade and in the 
confrontation SQ Corporal Marcel Lemay was shot and killed. 
 
As a result of the police action, the warriors at the Oka blockade radioed fellow 
warriors on the Khanawake Reserve located adjacent to the town of Chateauguay 
ten kilometers from the city of Montreal. They in turn set up a roadblock on the 
Mercier Bridge on Highway 132, which runs through the Khanawake reserve 
blocking access to Montreal for the 70,000 residents of Chateauguay and other daily 
commuters. The resulting blockade turned a twenty-five-minute commute in a two 
and half hour ordeal. 
 
This resulted in non-natives showing up at the blockade confronting the natives. As 
the crowds grew larger the hostilities became more intense. The Quebec 
government responded by sending in the army and the federal government sent in 
the Mounties to keep the peace. To keep the two parties apart the RCMP established 
a 200-foot long barricade on the city side of the blockade on Highway 132.  
 
Maintaining a 200-foot barricade twenty-four hours a day in not easy task. To do so 
the RCMP had to second hundreds of police officers in Montreal and Ottawa and 
transport them to the barricade. The logistics of housing, transporting and feeding 
the troops was massive. Barricade teams were set up on one-week rotations. 
Beginning on Fridays busloads of members from Ottawa would take the officers to 
several hotels around Montreal and then deployed to the scene to relive the 125 
members, who in turn would return home for a week. This went on for several 
months. 
 
On August 12th the locals had enough and the large crowd at the police barricade 
swell to a thousand hostile people who were fed up and perceived that the police 
were siding with the natives.  Brian Hutchinson arrived to start his shift at 8:30 pm. 
As the sun set in the sky and darkness increased the mob became aggressive and 
began tearing down the barricade fencing and some of the rioters managed to 
breech the barricade. The heavily protected tactical team that had been held in 
reserve was mobilized and moved the crow back from the barricade to a well-lit 
parking lot at a shopping center. As the tactical team engaged the crowd other 
rioters began throwing debris at the unprotect police officers behind the barricade. 



Several police buses had windows broken from the projectiles. Unfortunately for the 
member behind the barricade, they could not see the projectiles coming at them 
because of the bright lights of the parking lot blinding them so they couldn’t see 
anything descending from the black sky. 
 
Three police officers were struck by debris including Cst. Hutchinson who took a 
direct hit to his head by a mini brick, causing him to stagger and drop to his knees. 
His fellow members who seen him drop asked if he was ok., Brian said he was fine 
and resumed his post and didn’t bother seeing the on-duty medic. The Malay finally 
dispersed around 2:30 am and the crowd went home. 
 
Although he thought the hit to the head was minor, it was not. Over the ensuring 
weeks and months his behavior changed from a happy go lucky man to one of severe 
headaches, depression and moodiness. On August 15th, 1991, he collapsed in the 
bathroom of his while taking a shower and never regained consciousness. At 9:30 
pm he suffered a massive seizure and fell into a coma. The next morning the medical 
staff advised his wife Kim that he was brain dead and would never recover. At 6:00 
pm the same day Constable Brian Hutchinson was pronounced dead and several 
organs were removed for transplant 
Cst. Hutchinson left behind his wife Kim and their three daughters, Stephanie, Stacie 
and Laurie. He had 11 years of service in the RCMP. 
Veterans Affairs ruled that his death was not duty related. This ruling had a very 
negative on Kim and her children because she was not entitled to a pension, and 
only received a basic survivor’s death benefit of 1% per, years’ service! Thanks to 
the help of friends and the Bureau of Pension Advocates, who press the issue. In 
1994 Veterans affairs rescinded their earlier ruling largely based on the testimony 
of the attending Neurosurgeon Dr. Daniel Keen. It took another two years to get his 
name entered on the RCMP Honour Roll. 

1992 - #43091 Donald Daigle of the Woodstock N.B. detachment earned the 

Commissioner’s Commendation after he risked his life rescuing three children in 

runaway boat at the junction of the Tobique and Saint John Rivers near the Tobique 

Reserve. 

August 17th 

1885 - #1456 Constable John Boyd’s career in the Mounted Police was cut short when 

he was thrown and then trampled by his horse resulting in a badly fractured leg. He was 

hospitalized until January 26, 1886 after which he took some annual leave. His hopes of 

returning to active duty were dashed when he was hospitalized again in Ottawa for 

another operation on his leg. He was never able to ride again and invalided from the 

Force. 



1896 - Acting on a tip from Canadian prospector Robert Henderson, George 

Washington Cormack, along with his Native brother’s in-law; Tagish Charlie and 

Skookum Jim staked a gold claim in the Rabbit Creek tributary of the Klondike River. 

According to Carmack, the gold veins were "thick between the flaky slabs, like cheese 

sandwiches." He ripped some bark off a tree, and wrote on it: "I name this creek 

Bonanza. George Carmack” and started the Klondike gold rush. 

1967 - Honour Roll Number 137 

 

# 25094 3/Cst. Robert William Varney age 20 was killed in a police car accident, near 

Raymond, Alberta 
 
Two days after his twentieth birthday Constable Varney came into the Lethbridge 

Detachment on his day off and offered to do some voluntary overtime. While enroute to 

serve a summons to a man in Sterling Alberta. pm he responded to a report of a motor 

vehicle accident on Highway 5 near Lethbridge at approximately 9:20 p.m. He never 

arrived. Traveling at a high rate of speed he lost control of his vehicle over-shot the “T” 

intersection and his car landed upside down on its roof crushing him.  
 
When he did not respond to radio call, members of the detachment spent the rest of the 

night searching in vain for him, until a local farmer called the detachment and reported 

finding a severely damaged police car in his grain field. 

Constable Robert William Varney had less than one-year service with the Force. He was 

buried in his hometown of Courtenay British Columbia. 

1982 - A rather routine shift changed rapidly when an armed and dangerous man in 

the middle of the street confronted #30062 constables Glen Saunders and P.A. Marsh of 

the Campbellton, NB Detachment. The gunman was successfully arrested and the 

policemen were awarded the Commanding Officers Commendation for using restraint 

under duress.   

1993 - Despite great personal risk, #38297 Constable L.S. Davidson rushed into a 

burning house in Surrey, BC and on his third attempt succeeded in physically subduing 

and rescuing an emotionally distraught man who had set his bedding on fire in an attempt 

to commit suicide. For his courage, Constable Davidson was awarded the 

Commissioner’s Commendation for Bravery. 

August 18th 

1915 - #5632 / O.272 Constable Charles James was awarded $25 from the Fine Fund 

for his “good service” in the investigation and conviction in the case of Regina vs. 



Zolouski et al regarding the theft of sheep. Cst James who had joined the Mounted Police 

in 1913 retired as an Inspector in 1939. 

 

1924 - Honour Roll Number 46. 

 
#9791 Constable Ian Mor MacDonald age 22 drowned near the mouth of the Indian 

River, east of Herschel Island, Arctic Ocean, while on special duty. 
 
The suspicious death of Constable Ian Macdonald caused many in the north to suspect 

that the notorious Captain of the American schooner the “Maid of Orleans”; Christian 

Klengenberg had murdered him.  
 
Herschel Island was a busy port in the Beaufort Sea, where the RCMP among other 

duties ensured that only Canadian vessels proceeded east of the island to trade or deliver 

goods of non-Canadian origin. This government policy did not sit well with foreign ships 

especially with Norwegian born Captain Klengenberg. The detachment commander 

Inspector Thomas B Caulkin reluctantly allowed Klengenberg to sail east to his home on 

Victoria Island for the sole purpose of delivering enough provisions to keep the 

Klengenberg family alive for one year.  
 
Inspector Caulkin ordered him to not do any trading with the local inhabitants or unload 

any other provisions, and to ensure that he complied with his orders he assigned Cpl. 

Ernest Pasley to travel aboard the schooner to the detachment at Baillie Island and there 

to be replaced by Constable MacDonald. 
 
When the vessel arrived at the Captains home at Rymer Point on Victoria Island, Cst. 

MacDonald allowed him to unload one year’s provisions and he documented every item 

in his notebook. Two days later the return trip to Herschel Island the constable 

mysteriously fell overboard and drowned. None of the crew witnessed him go overboard 

or heard any cries for help. A search of the area located MacDonald’s parka with his 

notebook floating on the surface of the frigid water. The six foot four inch MacDonald 

was a strong swimmer having been raised in Lunenberg Nova Scotia, but he would not 

have had any chance of survival in the freezing cold Arctic water. 
 
Klengenberg’s reputation for violence had followed him since he was acquitted for 

killing a member of his crew in 1905, which he had claimed the crewman had threatened 

mutiny. Even though the RCMP conducted a thorough investigation into his death no 

case could be made against Captain Klengenberg.  
 
Many people thought the motive for disposing of the young constable was so the Captain 

could unload more supplies than he was permitted by Inspector Caulkin’s orders. But the 

recovery of Constable MacDonald’s notebook detailing every item that had been 

unloaded at Rymer Point cast doubt on that theory. The inspector ordered that every item 

on the “Maid of Orleans” be removed and accounted for. The task took ten days to 

complete and every missing item from the original manifest was found recorded in 

Constable MacDonald’s notebook.  



 
Possibly the fact that Constable MacDonald’s last act was to ensure that his notebook was 

found, prevented the notorious Captain from going ahead with a plan to unload more 

goods and conduct illicit trading with the locals. We will never know.  
 
Constable Ian M. MacDonald joined the RCMP in Halifax Nova Scotia on June 11, 1921, 

his body was never found and his family always believed that their son had been 

murdered. An ironic twist in this story was the fact the one of the crew members of that 

vessel would later join the Mounties and find his place in history as the captain of the 

RCMP St. Roch. His name was Henry Larsen. 

1979 - The Dempster Highway in the Yukon Territory is officially named in honour 

of #3193 / O.233 Inspector William John Dempster who served in the NWMP, RNWMP 

and the RCMP.  

Constable Dempster joined the NWMP on September 7, 1897 and was posted to the 

Yukon until he was commissioned on March 1, 1931 and transferred briefly to 

Saskatchewan. He was transferred back to Yukon and remained there until he retired to 

the coast of British Columbia in 1934. 

He had a colorful career and is best known for his role in the search for the Lost Patrol in 

1911 where he and #4937 Cst. Jerry Fyfe and a former constable #4889 Frederick Turner 

searched for the missing men from Dawson to Fort McPherson, Yukon. (See March 21, 

1911) 

The route of the Dempster Highway roughly follows the trail that the members of the 

NWMP took to get from Dawson City to Fort MacPherson and was previously known as 

the Eagle Plain Road. 

In 1973 Inspector Dempster also had a mountain named in his honour. Mount Dempster, 

at (Lat: 65·08·00N Lat: 136·05·00W), located north of the Little Wind River, Yukon.  

Inspector Dempster died in 1964 and was buried in the Forest Lawn Cemetery, in 

Burnaby, British Columbia. 

1979 - Honour Roll Number 161 

#32217 Constable Joseph Leon Michel Doucet age 26 was killed in a plane crash, at St. 

Antoine, N.B  

Michel Doucet was working in the Moncton Drug section at the time of his death.  

While conducting air surveillance in a rented civilian Cessna Skyhawk II, Cst. Doucet 

spent three tumultuous hours battling airsickness. At approximately 3:40 pm the drug 

dealers he had been conducting surveillance on were arrested and his duty was 



completed. Officers on the ground then noticed that his aircraft seemed to be having 

difficulties when it made two circles overhead and then crashed into the trees.  

Constable Doucet’s last words heard on the radio were "we're too low". When 
rescuers rushed to the scene they found the constable’s lifeless body lying ten feet 
away from the wreckage. The civilian pilot Charles Roux was still in the wreckage 
moaning, but died shortly thereafter. The cause of the crash was not determined 
 
Constable Joseph Leon Michel Doucet joined the RCMP on January 17, 1975 after 
serving four years in the Canadian Armed Forces. Posted to New Brunswick after 
basic training he served in Jacquet River and Moncton Sub-division. He was buried 
in the St. Michel Cemetery at Trois Rivier Quebec. 
 

1985 - While on routine patrol in the early morning hours, Constable Mark Price saw 

flames coming from a mobile home in Fraser Lake BC. He then kicked open the door to 

the home and woke all its occupants and removed the couple and their infant child to 

safety. He was issued a Commanding Officers Letter of Recognition. 

August 19th 

1874- The hardships endured on the Great March West took its toll on both man and 

beast. Finally reaching an area that had both fresh grass and water a decision was made to 

establish a camp for the poorest animals and sick men. On this day #229 (Original Series) 

#297 (New Series from 1878) Sergeant James Sutherland was left in charge of what was 

dubbed Cripple Camp located on Old Wives Creek near present day Wood River or 

Noteukeu Creek near Moose Jaw.  

While the rest of the column marched on Sergeant Sutherland found himself responsible 

for 14 wagons, 28 of the poorest horses, 6 sick men, 1 Métis and some cattle with sore 

feet. While they waited to be picked up at a later date the Cripple Camp crew had to eat 

half rations.  

1916 - On this day former Sergeant # 4374 Robert Handcock was killed in action in 

France during WW1. Like many men in the Mounted Police he left the Force when his 

term of employment expired and he resigned from his position as NCO i/c of Isle La 

Crosse Detachment in northern Saskatchewan. He then paid his own way to England 

where he was granted a commission in the British Army. 

After he left for England, his former boss from Prince Albert arrived to inspect the 

detachment. The Inspector was not too impressed when he discovered that the 

detachment stove was missing. Sgt. Handcock had traded stove for load of bricks and 

built a lovely fireplace in its place! 



1942 - The 7th reinforcement draft to the RCMP Provost Corps during WW2 included; 

Constables #13595 Errol Reid and #13626 James Cooper. 
 

1942 - Honour Roll Number 72. 

 
#12572 Constable Peter Seddon Oliver age 29, was killed in action while serving with 

the R.C.M.P. Provost Company during WW2 at Dieppe, France, 
 
#C.42026 Lieutenant Oliver was one of 4,963 troops from seven different regiments of 

the 2nd Canadian Infantry Division, who along with nearly 1,000 British soldiers who 

stormed the beach at the small French village of Dieppe, in Operation Jubilee.  
 
The nine-hour raid lead by Major General J. H. Roberts was designed to test the Germans 

coastal defenses. The Canadians were slaughtered on the beach and suffered 3,500 

casualties, including 900 killed, and 1,874 taken prisoner. Of the nearly 6000 soldiers 

who went to Dieppe, only 2,210 made it back to England. Two Canadians received the 

Victoria Cross that fateful day: Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Chaplain, Captain John 

Weir Foote (1904-1988) and South Saskatchewan Regiment Lt.-Col. Charles C.I. Merritt 

(1908-1979). 
 
Chaplain Rev. Foote, spent eight hours on the Dieppe beach, tending to the wounded and 

then climbed out of the landing craft that would have taken him to safety so he could be 

taken prisoner so that he could continue to tend to his wounded comrades. Captain Foot 

was the only Canadian chaplain to ever be awarded the Victoria Cross.  
Lt.-Col Merritt was the Commanding Officer of the South Saskatchewan Regiment who 

despite being seriously wounded and having lost 81 of his men killed in action, lead his 

men across the Scie River before he was taken prisoner.  
 
Oliver joined the RCMP on June 22, 1936 and volunteered as a member of Number 1 

Provost Corps. Upon assignment to the Provost Corps he was given the rank of lance 

corporal but was quickly promoted to Lieutenant and transferred to Number 2 Provost C 

Company as second in command. Of the 41 members of the Force who stormed the beach 

that fateful day, he was the only RCMP member killed becoming the first serving 

Mountie killed in action in Europe in WW2.  
 
Peter Seddon Oliver was born at Montmorency Quebec and was the son of retired S/Sgt. 

#881 George S. Oliver who retired from the NWMP in 1892. Lieutenant Oliver was 

buried in the Dieppe War Cemetery at Hautot-sur-Mer, France. 

1993 – Police officers often have to deal with mentally deranged suspects and most 

every situation is extremely dangerous. When #33492 Corporal J.D. Phil Boudreau and 

#39546 Constable J.D. Mazerolle encountered a deranged man in a park at St Francois de 

Kent, New Brunswick, they found him armed with a knife and a baseball bat. While 

trying to reason with him, they were attacked and stabbed. Despite their wounds they 



managed to subdue their assailant and take him into custody. They were both awarded the 

Commissioner’s Commendation for Bravery.  

August 20th 

1936 - Two new RCMP Patrol Vessels the “Macdonald” and “Laurier” were launched 

at Quebec City. Lady MacBrien, wife of then Commissioner Sir J.H. MacBrien, 

christened the MacDonald. Madame LaPointe, wife of then federal Justice Minister 

Ernest Lapointe, christened the Laurier. 

1954 - Treasury board approves a new car decal and white doors for vehicles being 

used for full time traffic duties. The 91/2 by 11-inch decal contained the crest of the 

Force. Previously Force cars only had two-inch high letters R.C.M.P. below the window 

on the front doors.  

 

In July of 1967 a new reflective coloured door decal in the shape of a large badge, 

containing the crest of the Force over four-inch-high black letters “RCMP” was 

introduced. The decal was two feet high and 20 inches wide and was accredited to 

#16409 / O.618 Sub Inspector "Bud" Matthew Rowell Godfrey the Officer in Charge of 

the Traffic Branch in Ottawa. 

 

1987 - The Federal government orders a complete ban on smoking in public service 

offices, effective Jan. 1, 1988. Not only did the policy immediately end smoking by 

government employees inside government buildings, it had a significant effect on the 

number of members who smoked. Prior to the ban a large percentage of members 

smoked, twenty years later smokers found themselves in the minority. 

August 21st 

1929 - Sir Winston Churchill accompanied by his son Randolph and brother Major 

John Churchill and son John Churchill Jr. visited Depot Division and dined at the 

Officers Mess.
 

1941 - Two of four Inuit were found guilty of manslaughter in one of Canada’s most 

bizarre murder cases. A jury found 27-year old Charlie Ouyerack and 34-year old Peter 

Sala guilty after RCMP evidence revealed that nine Inuit had been murdered on a remote 

island chain in Hudson Bay; the Belcher Islands Nunavut's most southerly community.  

 

The accused; were the leaders of a short-lived religious cult and Charlie Ouyerack had 

declared to the 43 people in the camp that he was Jesus Christ and stated that Peter Sala 

was God. Following Ouyerack’s declaration of his divinity the camp members observed a 



shooting star race toward earth before it disappeared into the swirling backdrop of the 

northern lights and took that as a sign that the wait for Jesus Christ’s return was over. 

Then the group was seized in a state of religious hysteria and they began killing their sled 

dogs and destroying some of their rifles.  

 

After a week of religious fervor, a 15-year-old girl named Sarah Apawkok, spoke up at a 

religious meeting on the night of Jan. 26 and declared that she did not believe that Jesus 

had returned. Her brother Alec a devoted disciple was enraged seized his sister by the 

hair and hit her across the head with a wooden club then someone lit a primus stove and 

held it close to her face so they could see whether she was good or wicked and declared 

that she was Satan. Despite her cries for mercy beat her unconscious and then she was 

dragged outside the igloo and where a 17-year-old girl named Akeenik, killed her by 

hitting her on the head with the butt end of a rifle. 

 
The second person to die was a 47-year man named Keytowieack, after he tried to 

confront Sarah's killers. After getting into an argument with Ouyerack and Sala wherein 

he told them that the preaching had to stop, he was accused of being a devil. A fight 

broke out and he managed to get away and hid in his igloo. The next morning, he was 

confronted by Sala, Ouyerack and another disciple of named Adlaykok and was 

bludgeoned with a harpoon and then shot twice in the head.  

 

Two weeks later the group move to another island and joined up with another family and 

Ouyerack continued to preach that he was Jesus and most of the other family were 

absorbed into the cult. Only a 26-year-old hunter named Alec Ekpuk refused to accept the 

new Jesus. On the 9th of February Ouyerack and Ekpuk got into an argument and when  

Ekpuk walked away in despair, Ouyerack declared him a devil and ordered Ekpuk’s 

father-in-law Quarack to immediately shoot him in the back, which he did. 

 
Two weeks after Ekpuk’s murder, Peter Sala’s (God) 25-year-old sister, Mina, was 

convinced that the world was ending so she ran among the igloos one night, yelling that 

Jesus was coming to take the people to heaven forced twelve women and their children in 

out into the bitterly cold weather and herded them onto the sea ice to meet their savior. 

After a few minutes of insanity, some of the women ordered their children to get dressed 

and then clamored back to their igloos with as many children they could carry. For the 

rest, it was too late and the minus 30 C with its numbness and frostbite set in and six 

members of the community died. The dead included Sala’s 's 55-year-old mother, her 32-

year-old sister, his six-year-old son Alec along with three other children. 

 

Seven members of the cult were eventually arrested and charged with murder. Alec 

Apawkok and Akeenik, were charged jointly for the murder of Sarah Apawkok.  Peter 

Sala and Adlaykok were charged with the murder of Keytowieack and Charley Ouyerack 

and Quarack were charged with the murder of Alec Ekpuk. Although Mina Sala had be 

diagnosed as insane, she was still charged with the murder of six-year-old Johnasie who 

was chosen to represent the six who died on the sea ice. 

 

A decision was made to hold the trial on the Belcher Islands so Ottawa could demonstrate 



to the Inuit the purpose and force of the Canadian justice system. Though the trial was 

held it had more of carnival flair than a somber trial. Writing for the Canadian Press 

reporter James McCook penned "About 50 Eskimos smilingly greeted the party on its 

arrival and among them were those whose lives are at stake in the trial," "Adlaykok, one 

of the accused men, greeted Constable George Dexter affectionately, throwing arms 

around the RCMP officer."  

 

A huge tent was erected for the occasion, and court was convened on the shore of a 

barren, sub-Arctic island. Inside the tent a wigged judge sat at a table draped with the 

Union Jack, and a picture of the Royal Family hung behind him. The Ottawa prosecutor 

and defence lawyer dressed in their robes readied their cases while dozens of Inuit 

spectators, sat on sealskin mats on the floor. I was a struggle to find a six-man jury for the 

trial so reporters McCook and William Kinmond of the Toronto Star were forced to be 

jurists as well as journalists. The Hudson Bay manager, Ernest Riddell and three 

members of a geological prospecting party, completed the jury. All the accused were 

pleasant and polite except for Mina who had been brought into the courtroom strapped to 

a stretcher and persisted in hollering and sobbing throughout the proceedings. 

 

Though they did their best to exact justice in this horrible matter, even the prosecutor 

came to conclusion that this show trial as a mistake, and he even argued that hanging the 

accused for murder would have no deterrent effect on the wider Inuit community. 

Furthermore, he stated that in his opinion the white, Canadian justice system could be 

properly applied in such an alien place. 

 

The Jury agreed and acquitted Alec Apawkok and found Akeenik not guilty because 

temporary insanity for Sarah Apawkok’s death. 

 

Peter Sala, Adlaykok, Charley Ouyerack and Quarack were found guilty of manslaughter 

for the deaths of Keytowieack and Ekpuk. Mina Sala was declared to be insane, and unfit 

to stand trial. 

 

Despite being convicted of manslaughter, Quarack was allowed to stay in the Belcher 

Islands because he was a skilled hunter. His sentence required him to provide a year-

round supply of meat for the families of the exiled men. 

 

Sala and Ouyerack were sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, and Adlaykok to one. 

Mina and Akeenik were ordered into indefinite custody. The five were loaded onto a 

schooner Fort Charles and taken to Moose Factory where they served their sentences by 

living and working in exile in the RCMP compound. They only remained in custody for 

one year, Charley Ouyerack died in May 1942 after contracting tuberculosis. Peter Sala, 

Adlaykok, Akeenik and Mina (now normal) moved up the coast to Great Whale River, on 

condition that they never return to the Belcher Islands. Peter Sala eventually returned to 

the Belcher Islands, where he spent the rest of his life shunned by everyone. 

August 22nd
 



1914 – The War Measures Act receives Royal Assent. The Finance Act, 1914, also 

becomes law, giving Ottawa the power to suspend payments in gold, and to make paper 

money legal tender. 
 

1991 – The Supreme Court of Canada strikes down the 'rape shield law' thereby 

prohibiting the previous sexual conduct of those alleging rape being presented as 

evidence in court. 

August 23rd 

1876 - The government of Canada concludes Treaty #6 at Fort Carlton Saskatchewan 

with the Plain/Wood Cree of Central Alberta and Saskatchewan. The treaty provides for 

famine relief when necessary and sets aside also a total 194,725 sq. km for reserves. 

1882 - Lieutenant Governor Edgar Dewdney makes Regina the seat of government for 

the Northwest Territories replacing Battleford as the capital. Regina was originally 

named “Wascana”, a Cree term for “Pile of Bones”, which referred to the large number of 

buffalo bones that littered the area. The Governor General of Canada, the Marquis of 

Lorne in honour of the reigning monarch Queen Victoria, chose the name Regina. The 

city is also the home of the RCMP training academy. 

1890 - Upon his arrival at York Factory, District of Keewatin, #O.68 Inspector 

Joseph Victor Begin dispatched the first NWMP patrol into Hudson Bay and the far 

north. He and his men had departed from Winnipeg on July 2nd 1890 and arrived after 

patrolling the shores of Lake Winnipeg for a month in the sailing vessel Keewatin during 

which he established a detachment at Norway House. Begin joined the NWMP on 

January 22, 1885 as a commissioned officer. He served in the Boer War as a   Lieutenant 

in the 2nd Battalion CMR. He retired in 1913.  

 

1957 - Saskatchewan Premier Tommy Douglas officially opens a 740 km stretch of 

Trans-Canada Highway. Saskatchewan is the first province to complete its portion of the 

national highway. The first speeding tickets are issued shortly thereafter by members of 

the RCMP Highway Patrol! 
 

1961 - At approximately 2:30 PM #15120 / O.738 Corporal Harold Anthony Johnson 

was making a routine patrol through Indian Flats near Fort Simpson in the N.W.T when 

he observed several people running towards the junction of the Mackenzie and Liard 

Rivers. When he enquired, he learned that two young girls might have just drowned. 

After removing his boots Cpl. Johnson swam 45 feet from shore where he located the 

lifeless body of Ida Irene Sabourin. As he towed her body back to shore a canoe picked 

them up and he began artificial respiration. When he reached shore, he was advised that 



another girl was missing and Mr. Emile Eyford relieved him. Corporal Johnson then went 

back in the water and attempted to find the second girl.  Not being able to locate the body 

by swimming to the bottom, he then conducted a dragging operation and eventually 

found the body of eleven-year-old Mary Lynn Hardisty in eight feet of water. 

Unfortunately, neither child survived. For his valiant attempt at rescuing the two girls 

Cpl. Harold Johnson was awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation. 

August 24th 

1874 - Commissioner French and 5 divisions of the NWMP arrived on the border of 

“Blackfoot” country, having trekked across much of western Canada. 

1982 - #24515 Corporal Bruce N. McIntosh earned a Commissioner’s Commendation 

for Bravery after he and his partner #37314 Constable Gary Allan Wallace responded to a 

complaint in Nelson House, Manitoba. Neighbors had called the police because an 

unstable man, D.A. Kobliski, had a gun and had assaulted his mother and threatened to 

commit suicide. 

 

After driving 60 miles north of the city Thompson they arrived at the scene and found 

Kobliski leaning out of the window of his house with a rifle. Cpl. McIntosh cautiously 

approached the house on foot and proceeded to talk to the gunman while Cst. Wallace 

stayed at their police car and provided cover for the corporal. After half an hour of talking 

Kobliski still refused to turn over the rifle but invited the two officers inside to talk over a 

cup of coffee. The gunman’s brother and sister who had been in the house agreed to go 

outside to speak with Cst. Wallace while Cpl. McIntosh continued to try and convince 

Kobliski to give up the gun. Suddenly he placed the rifle under his chin and threatened to 

shoot himself but then recanted and then pointed the rifle at the corporal and said he was 

going to shoot him instead. When Kobliski looked away for a split second, McIntosh 

grabbed the rifle and proceeded to wrest it from him. In the scuffle the rifle discharged 

and Cpl. McIntosh was shot through his lower right abdomen. By the time Cst. Wallace 

rushed in to help, the wounded policeman had already overpowered the gunman and was 

placing him in handcuffs.  

Sergeant Bruce N. McIntosh recovered from his gunshot wound and returned to duty. He 

retired in 1998 after 32 years of service in the RCMP. 

1985 - At the start of his shift in Gillam Manitoba, #33241 Constable R.D. Lyon had 

no idea that he would have to climb a 150’ hydro tower to help rescue a suicidal man.  

When Hydro officials found a man was perched at the top of a tower threatening to jump, 

they attempted to talk him down. The jumper refused and requested to speak with Cst. 

Lyon, so he was dispatched to the scene. There Lyon and Manitoba Hydro employee 

Dorn Crowe, climbed the 150-foot tower and the constable eventually talked the man into 



putting on a rescue belt so he could get him to the ground safely. During the decent the 

suicidal man slipped on the ladder and Mr. Crowe caught the rigging rope with his hand 

receiving a severe laceration but preventing them all from falling. In recognition of their 

rescue of the suicidal man under hazardous conditions despite the great personal risk to 

themselves Mr. Crowe and Constable Lyon received the Commanding Officers 

Commendation. 

1986 - While stationed at Gilliam Manitoba #36039 / O.?? C.H. Farquhar responded 

to a complaint of a dangerous man on the Shamattawa Indian Reserve. He was able to 

disarm and arrest the suspect without incident. He was later awarded with the   

Commissioners Commendation. 

August 25th 

1917 - After two sensational trials a Calgary court convicted two Inuit men of the 

murder of a Catholic Priest. The trials were as much about asserting Canadian law over 

the Inuit and introducing Canadian sovereignty into the North as it was about prosecuting 

alleged murderers.  

 
Inuit guides Sinnisiak and Uluksuk were hired by two Oblate missionaries, Father Le 

Roux and Father Rouviere in November 1913, to guide them on their journey from Great 

Bear Lake to Coppermine (now called Kugluktuk) in the Northwest Territories. 
 
The priests reportedly treated the guides poorly during the trek along the fringe of the 

Arctic Ocean while enduring sub-zero temperatures and blizzards and tension started to 

build. On or about November 13th, 1913, one of the priests struck Sinnisiak in the face 

while they were camped at Bloody Falls. This enraged the two Inuit who then stabbed 

Father Le Roux to death and chased after Rouviere, and shot him in the back and then 

bludgeoned him with an axe when he attempted to flee. 
 
After they murdered the two priests they ate part of Father Le Roux’s liver and then stole 

some of their belongings. 
 
Catholic authorities became concerned when the priests were not heard from and 

eventually reports began to reach Fort Norman that two Inuit men had been seen wearing 

priests' cassocks.  

 

#4766 / O.180 Inspector Charles Deering ("Denny") LaNauze, along with Constables 

#4794 Dennis Withers, #6296 James Edward Freeman Wight and an Inuit interpreter 

Ilavinik. set out from their detachment at Fort Norman on the MacKenzie River in July of 

1915 to investigate the matter. During the fourteen-month patrol the group interviewed a 

Coppermine Inuit elder named Koeha, who described the events of the murder.  

 



In the spring of 1916 LaNauze’s group joined up with #4600 / O.204 Corporal Wyndham 

Valentine McMaster Brice Bruce who had been patrolling the coast on a ship from 

Herschel Island. The group eventually located the two suspects at Coronation Gulf where 

they were arrested without any resistance. When interviewed Sinnisiak voluntarily gave a 

statement detailing the events of the murders. 

 

The initial trial in August of 1917 at Edmonton Alberta was the first time an Inuit had 

been tried in a Canadian court. Crown only pressed charges against Sinnisiak, and only 

for the murder of Father Rouvière. The reason was that Crown Counsel McCaul was 

concerned about the public sentiment being churned up by the media and he feared that 

six-man jury was anti Catholic. After the four day trial the jury delivered a verdict of Not 

Guilty. The confused accused Sinnisiak, blurted out, "It is not true. I did kill him." Chief 

Justice Harvey and Crown Counsel McCaul were outraged but Crown Counsel was 

prepared with additional charges against both men for the murder of Father LaRoux. He 

then applied before the same judge for a change of venue, claiming that there was 

prejudice in Edmonton against the prosecution and the judge agreed and moved the venue 

to Calgary. 

 

On August 25, 1917, a second trial for the murder of Father LaRoux was held and both 

men were convicted and sentenced to death by hanging. But the sentence was 

immediately commuted to life imprisonment to be served at the Mounted Police 

detachment in Fort Resolution. After only two years of doing odd jobs around the 

detachment both men were released from custody and returned to their homes. 

 

Many have asserted that the special treatment of these men occurred so the Canadian 

government could send a message to the Inuit people to illustrate the power, supremacy 

and mercy of the Canadian law.  Though they had been described as model prisoners 

while in custody, Uluksuk, became troublesome again and established a reputation as an 

arrogant bully and a thief. He met his end in 1924 when another Inuk, killed him.  

Sinnisiak led a quieter life and died in 1930. 

 

Denny LaNauze joined the RNWMP in 1908 and retired as an Assistant Commissioner in 

1944 when he returned to his native England where he died in 1952. Dennis Withers 

served from 1908 to 1936 retiring to British Columbia as a Sergeant. James Wight also 

retired as a Sergeant having served from 1914 to 1945 and returned to Yarmouth NS. 

Wyndham Valentine McMaster Brice BRUCE served in the Force from 1907 to 1943 

when he retired to North Saanich BC as an Assistant Commissioner.  

 

1941 - The 7th reinforcement draft to the WWII RCMP Provost Corps included 

Constables:  

• #13333 Alexander McEwen  

• #13633 Kenneth Ferguson 

August 26th 



1876 - – The Cree, Saulteaux and Chipewyan nations of present-day central Alberta 

and Saskatchewan signed Treaty #6 at Fort Carlton in Saskatchewan establishing total 

194,725 sq. km set aside for reserves. In the terms of the treaty, the government of 

Canada agreed to provide schooling, and farm implements, seeds, farm animals and 

instruction in agricultural techniques. The government also agreed to provide famine 

relief and medicine when needed.  

 

1939 - Honour Roll Number 62. 

 

#12690 Constable Willis Edward Rhodeniser age 28 was shot and killed near Carlyle, 

Saskatchewan, while tracking a multiple murder named Nelson Sammy. 
 
Nelson Sammy had a volatile relationship with his wife Ruth and suspected her of seeing 

other men. On Friday August 25, 1939 after a violent argument at their tent on the Indian 

Reserve near Carlyle, Ruth Sammy took their two daughters and fled to the home of her 

niece Gladys McArthur.  
 
Nelson Sammy had long harboured resentment against his wife’s parents because they 

had continually encouraged her to leave him. Suspecting that his wife had gone to her 

parent’s home, Sammy grabbed a high-powered rifle and went looking for her there. 

When he confronted his mother-in-law in her yard she refused to disclose her 

whereabouts, so Sammy shot and killed her. Then when he saw his father-in-law further 

down the road he raised his rifle and killed him without uttering a word.  
 
When Sammy arrived at Ruth MacArthur’s home he saw his wife and daughters sitting at 

the kitchen table and without saying anything he shot her in the chest.  
 
When Sammy’s friend John McArthur came out of the house to talk to him, Sammy 

asked how his wife was and McArthur told him that she was dying. Sammy then told his 

friend that he loved his wife but her parents were trying to take her away from him. Then 

pushing his bicycle down the road, he warned him that he still had ammunition and that 

he intended to kill more people. 
 
The following morning the RCMP organized a search party that included the dog handler 

Constable Willis Edward Rhodeniser and his German Shepard “Tell” who had come over 

from Yorkton Detachment. Later that evening, the search party got a lead on Sammy 

when a Native elder contacted the Indian Agent and stated that he had seen Sammy near 

his barn. After the posse went to the barn the dog immediately picked up Sammy’s scent 

and Constable Rhodeniser began tracking his trail westward towards a thickly wooded 

bluff.  
 
As darkness set in, the dog running off its leash closed in on its quarry. In his haste to 

protect his dog, Constable Rhodeniser made the serious mistake of turning on his 

flashlight. Suddenly a shot rang out and he was hit in the chest. Rhodeniser returned 

several shots from his revolver and soon the rest of the police officers were shooting as 



well. Nelson Sammy was badly wounded and taken into custody but Constable 

Rhodeniser died at the scene with his dog “Tell” lying at his side. 
 
Nelson Sammy recovered from his wounds and was convicted for killing his wife and her 

parents and for the murder of Constable Rhodeniser. At 01: 15 A.M. on July 4, 1940 

Nelson Sammy went to his death in the gallows at the Regina Jail. 
Constable Willis Edward Rhodeniser, a native of Farmington Nova Scotia joined the 

RCMP on July 2, 1935 and became a dog handler in October 1938. His body was 

returned to his parents where he was buried with full military honours at the cemetery in 

Bridgewater Nova Scotia. 

1955 - Honour Roll Number 110. 

#14694 Constable Roy Eldon Laird age 34 was killed in a police car accident near 

Medicine Hat Alberta after he failed to negotiate a sharp turn in the road.  

The accident occurred when Laird was returning to his home in Manyberries, when he 

rolled the car around 9:30 pm on the Ranchville Road 36 miles south of Medicine Hat 

Alberta.  

Though he wasn’t seriously injured in the crash, he died from asphyxiation because his 

left arm had been outside the window and became pinned under the vehicle. His head was 

positioned that his chin pressed against his chest with enough pressure to close off his 

windpipe and asphyxiate him. 

His tragic death was further compounded by the fact that Constable Laird was a 
highly decorated combat veteran who had survived numerous combat engagements 
in Italy France, Holland and Germany while serving with the 1st Special Service 
Force or “Devil’s Brigade” during the Second World War. 

Roy Eldon Laird joined the RCMP in 1946 and had served in several postings in Ontario 

and Alberta. He was buried with full military honours at the RCMP cemetery in Regina 

and was survived by his wife and five-year-old son. 

1994 - The RCMP often utilize highly trained motorcycle officers for traffic control 

during large events such as VIP escorts and major public events. Operating a large police 

bike during these types of activities can be very dangerous and such was the case during 

the Commonwealth Games in Victoria British Columbia. As #35561 Constable Jules 

Horvath proceeded down the Patricia Bay Highway, a vehicle pulled out in front of his 

motorcycle causing a head-on collision. Horvath was severely injured and the initial 

reports stated that he had been killed in the crash. Fortunately, he survived his injuries 

and eventually returned to active duty after spending several months in hospital. 



2000 - Norman Edward Reid was a man tormented by mental illness who in turn 

created fear among his relatives and neighbors in the tiny fishing community of Little 

Catalina near Bonivista Newfoundland.  

Reid had a history of violence and aversion to taking medication to control his mental 

illness and he lived in conditions that were described as “squalor, filth and absolute 

wretched conditions”. He had no electricity, he had no decent food and he refused all 

offers of assistance that would have improved his lot in life. The community of Little 

Catalina lived in fear of him and nobody would file a police complaint against him for 

fear of retribution.  

Norman Reid had an extensive history of being arrested under the mental health act and 

involuntary admissions to hospital, but every time he was released he immediately ceased 

taking his medication and rapidly deteriorated into a state of paranoia and erratic 

behavior. On this day Reid was witness by family and neighbors acting erratically waving 

his arms and swearing at no one, shouting and praying and acting in a hyper state.  

When Norman Reid told a neighbor, Wade Eddy that he was going to slit his throat, drink 

his blood and do the same to Eddy’s children, Wade Eddy had enough and called the 

police. 

Seconds later #43897 Constable John Daley was dispatched to the scene. Daley was no 

stranger to the Reid’s behavior and while enroute called his partners #41423 Constable 

John Graham and #47074 Constable John Anorico Malinay for backup. 34 minutes later 

the three policemen arrived at Reid’s house and as they approached the fence on the south 

side of the property Norman Reid came out and began shouting at them to get off his 

property. He then went back inside the house and returned with a small axe and continued 

to yell at the police.  

When Reid produced the axe the three officers moved to strategic positions and drew 

their handguns and attempted to convince him to drop his weapon.  

During the standoff Constable Graham attempted to convince Reid to put down the axe 

and advised him that he was under arrest for uttering threats. Reid continued to shout at 

the police and demanded to know who had called them and ordered them to get off of his 

property. 

When the opportunity presented itself, Constable Graham pepper sprayed Reid in the 

face, but it had no effect on him and when he tried to use his expandable baton it failed to 

lock open. The standoff had gone on for approximately 12 minutes, all the while the 

police ordered him to drop the weapon, but instead Reid refused and made threatening 

chopping motions with the axe. Suddenly Reid yelled at Graham “I’m going to kill you” 

and rushed at the constable waving the axe. Graham yelled “stop, stop stop” but Reid 

kept coming. Then Constable Graham fired a shot into Reid’s chest but he kept coming 

until Graham fired four more times killing him. 



The subsequent investigations cleared the three officers of any wrongdoing. But the 

shooting of Norman Reid and another mentally ill man within the space of 51 days 

focused the public’s attention to the plight of mentally ill people who fall through the 

cracks of society. The Judicial Inquiry made 40 recommendations to improve the way the 

mentally ill are handled by all levels of government services in an effort to prevent 

tragedies such as this from occurring again. 

August 27th 

1883 - Career wise, the only claim to fame that Constables #778 Charles Scott and 

#868 Albert Chadwick could make, is that they deserted on the same day as one of 

history's greatest explosions. This was the day the Mount Krakatou east of Java erupted. 

1900 - Faulty ammunition is has always been a concern to police officers as #3658 

Constable James Cumines discovered when he was injured when a cartridge exploded 

while he was loading his carbine rifle while training at Depot Division in Regina, 

Saskatchewan. Issues regarding faulty ammunition were not just a concern 100 years ago. 

When the author was in basic training in 1980, a troop mate next to him on the firing line 

had the slug fired from his revolver drop to the floor ten feet in front of us in the indoor 

shooting range! 

 

1913 -Honour Roll Number 40. 

 
# 3617 Constable Michael James Fitzgerald age 37 drowned in the White River, 

Yukon Territory while enroute to a new posting near the Shushana Gold Fields.  
 
It seems that fate had intended Constable Michael James Fitzgerald to meet his end by 

drowning. Twelve years before he escaped death when he and two other constables, 

Campbell and Heathcote ended up in the Stikine River in Alaska. In that incident 

Fitzgerald was the sole survivor and his two mates drowned. (See Honour Roll #24 

December 26, 1901)  
 
Constable Fitzgerald was traveling up the White River aboard the steamer “Vidette” to 

his new posting when he offered to help the crew maneuver a barge the ship was pushing 

around a bend in the river. As he and the rest of the crew began pulling on a dragline that 

was attached to the barge, the nose of the craft became caught on some submerged brush 

and the “swing handle” on the line broke free and smacked Fitzgerald on his head. The 

force of the impact threw him overboard and into the water. As the crew scrambled to 

launch a boat and row out to him, everyone aboard thought that he was ok, because he 

was swimming towards the boat. But then suddenly he threw his hands in the air and sank 

beneath the surface. The crew quickly recovered his body and took him ashore and 

attempted to revive him. The unconscious Constable Fitzgerald was bleeding from both 

of his ears and though they spent two hours attempting to revive him, he never regained 



consciousness. A later examination of his body determined that he had suffered a fracture 

at the base of the skull from the impact of the sweep handle. 
 
Constable Michael James Fitzgerald was single and had no family other than his parents 

who lived in Nova Scotia. He joined the RNWMP on April 3, 1900 and was buried with 

full honours at the cemetery in Dawson City Yukon. 

August 28th 

1903 - #3156 Constable Henry (Larry) Lett received a commendation and was 

promoted to Corporal after he arrested an American gunslinger; the "Idaho Kid" in 

Weyburn, Saskatchewan.  

An American fellow by the name of Brandenberger who called himself the "Idaho Kid" 

came to Weyburn got drunk and began shooting at town signs and anyone who bothered 

to lean out of a window. From the veranda of the local hotel the “Kid” ordered a man 

who was walking down the street to hold up his hat, and then he riddled it with bullet 

holes. When the locals told him to keep quite or they would call the police, the “Kid” 

dared anyone to try and stop him and boasted that no Sheriff in Montana had ever tried to 

take him on and that he was the kind of man that would never be taken alive. When a 

citizen told him that he was going to call in the Mountie from Halbrite, the Kid boasted 

that he would eat his liver cold and then bet anyone in the crowd $25 that he was too hard 

and wild to be arrested by a Mountie. Three men in the crowd stepped forward and 

accepted his bet!  

Constable Lett a decorated veteran of the Boer War who had spent eight years in the 

Dragoon Guards received the telegram from the local Justice of the Peace and wasting no 

time, flagged down a freight train and made his way to Weyburn. When he arrived, he 

discovered that everyone was too scared of the gunslinger and all refused to back him up. 

After browbeating the JP into standing within hailing distance of the gunslinger’s hotel 

room, the 5’9”, 170lb constable walked up to the gunslinger’s door and knocked. When 

the Kid opened the door, and saw the policeman he went for his pistol, but Lett jumped 

him and yanked the gun from his grasp. He then promptly handcuffed him and placed 

him under arrest. Having no jail to lock him up in, the good constable bound him up in 

his own hotel room and caught the train back to Halbrite the next day. 

Sergeant Major Larry Lett took his discharge from the North West Mounted Police in 

1918 and served with the newly created Saskatchewan Provincial Police for eight years. 

When that Police Force was disbanded, he was appointed the Sergeant of Arms in the 

Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly in 1927 and served until his death in 1934.  

1941 – At the sound of the tone… The official national time is established at the 

Dominion Observatory in Ottawa at 1 pm on this day. 



1961 - After failing to appear in court on a charge of theft after being released on bail, 

David Fleming went on a rampage in the small community of Portugal Cove, 

Newfoundland. Over several days several local residents called the police to report that a 

man was running wild in area with a gun but all attempts to catch him failed. Late in the 

evening of August 28, Constables #17932 Charles Herman Spofford, #18502 / O.886 

Murray Robert Evans and #21476 James Hilton Hartling dressed in civilian clothing, left 

the Detachment in St. Johns hoping to capture Fleming who had been reported sleeping at 

a home at Beachy Cove.  

Constable Hartling was instructed to stay outside the home and rush to the sound of 

breaking glass in case their suspect attempted to flee the scene through a broken window 

like he had done previously. Constables Spofford and Evans then knocked on the door of 

the house and identified themselves to the owner who agreed to let them search the house 

for Fleming. As the policemen were about to search another bedroom, the home owner 

suddenly stepped in front of them and flung open the bedroom door and then stepped 

aside. Fleming appeared pointing a gun at the constables and ordered them to raise their 

hands and turn around or he would shoot them. Both men complied and Fleming 

attempted to search Constable Spofford for his service revolver. When he couldn’t locate, 

it he told him to turn around slowly. In the process Spofford managed to distract Fleming 

by taking off his gloves and then pounced on the gunman, grabbing the pistol and 

pushing Fleming across the room and into the wall. Constable Evans then smashed a 

window to alert Hartling and then managed to wrestle the gun from Fleming’s hand and 

toss it to Constable Hartling. After his arrest David Fleming was returned to court and 

received two years in jail for skipping bail and being possession of an offensive (stolen) 

weapon. 

For their courage Constables Spofford and Evans were awarded the Commissioners 

Commendation for Bravery. 

August 29th 

1919 - After several years of not allowing cars in the province. 

Prince Edward Island removes ban on automobiles. 

1921 - While off duty in Regina #5317 / O.303 Sergeant Walter Henry Lougheed 

observed members of the Regina City Police and the Saskatchewan Provincial Police 

pursuing three bank robbers. When he attempted to assist the other policemen Lougheed 

was shot and wounded in the left knee by one of the robbers. The police were successful 

in capturing the trio. Charged with robbery and shooting with intent to kill were, W. 

LaMarr, A. Woodman and J.J. Lollarine. Sergeant Lougheed received a Commissioner’s 

Commendation for his actions.  

1964 - FLQ terrorists hold up a gun store in Montreal. 



1974 - Detachment commanders often spend more time in administration than they do 

conducting frontline law enforcement. On this day #17711 Sergeant Warren Hoover 

displayed courage and discretion when he disarmed a potentially dangerous person at 

Nipawin, Saskatchewan. He was awarded the Commanding Officers Commendation. 

August 30th 

1970 - At approximately 12:15 a.m. the detachment at Redwater, Alberta received a 

report that a 10-ton tractor-trailer loaded with lumber had flipped on Highway 46 near 

Abee, Alberta, and that the driver was pinned inside the wreckage. Immediately 

constables #24772 James A. Clark and #26877 / O.1620 William B. Vye were dispatched 

to the scene and were joined there by Constable #24304 William G. Johnston from the 

neighboring Boyle Detachment.  

When the trio arrived at the scene of the crash, they discovered that the entire area was 

soaked in diesel fuel from the truck’s leaking gas tanks and that the driver, Robert Barrie 

Taylor was pinned and could not be removed until the truck was raised. Once the tow 

truck was secured to a heavy farm tractor, and it managed to lift the wreckage 18 inches 

off the road, Constables Clark and Vye crawled inside the cab to assist the injured driver. 

Then Constable Johnston managed to squeeze inside the cab through a broken window 

and proceed to cut the victims boots off so his pinned legs could be freed. Once the 

rescue team was able to position some hydraulic jacks in place and raise the vehicle 

further, they were finally able to pull Mr. Taylor free of the wreckage. The rescue took 

over an hour to complete, all the while the rescuers ran the risk of having the vehicle 

catch fire from the spilled fuel. 

For their courage and coolness displayed in the rescue, all three men were awarded the 

Commissioner’s Commendation. 

1974 - Harry Alexander Reid SC 

Constables #28956 Harry Alexander Reid and #28336 Bernard Pilotte were following a 

tractor trailer on the Trans-Canada highway near Gaytons, N.B. when the truck suddenly 

collided with an oil tanker that had crossed over the center line to avoid smashing into the 

rear of a car that had stopped suddenly on the road. The truck then burst into flames after 

it smashed through the guardrail and rolled into the ditch trapping the unconscious driver 

and his passenger between the seat and the dashboard. Despite the intense heat and 

smoke, Constable Reid climbed into the cab of the truck and freed one of the occupants 

and dragged him to safety. He then returned to the cab and assisted by Constable Pilotte 

and a civilian, Russell Stewart and the three men managed to free the second man just 

before the truck’s gas tanks exploded engulfing the vehicle in flames. 



On February 16, 1976 Constable Harry Alexander Reid was awarded Canada’s second 

highest award for bravery, the “Star of Courage” 

1993 – While serving as the commander at the Plaski Civilian Police Station in the 

former Yugoslavia, #35101 Constable William Marshall Eubank found himself and his 

staff under heavy artillery shelling. In addition to the extreme danger he was in, he had 

several members of his staff on the verge of hysteria. Constable Eubank succeeded in 

calming the frightened station monitors and ensured their protection by successfully 

evacuating them to safety. For Constable Eubank’s professionalism in the face of great 

danger, the commander of the United Nations Protective Force “UNPROFOR” formally 

recognized him by honouring him with a “Mention in Dispatches” (MID).  An MID is 

normally awarded to a soldier whose name appears in an official report written by a 

superior officer and sent to the high command. In the report the soldier's gallantry or 

meritorious action in the face of the enemy is described. Those who are mentioned in 

dispatches do not receive a medal for their actions, but are instead receive a certificate 

and wear a special decoration that consists of a single bronze oak leaf, that is worn on the 

ribbon of campaign medal, or worn on the left breast of the dress uniform if there is no 

medal associated to duty. 

1995 – As a result of their actions at the Gustafsen Lake standoff, near 100 Mile 

House, BC. Commanding Officer Commendations were awarded to #26483 Corporal 

Timothy Kain for establishing an explosive security plan at the high-risk area, and to 

#32702 Constable Helen Mahon for organizing the logistical needs and #33989 / O.1927 

Robert Morrison for establishing communications system. 

August 31st 

1883- Calgary Alberta’s first newspaper The Calgary Herald, Mining and Ranche 

Advocate and General Advertiser published by Andrew Armour and Thomas 

Braden was published this day. The newspaper still exists to this as the Calgary 

Herald. 
 

1898 - Constable Ernest Edward Pearson age 26 died of typhoid fever at Bennett Lake 

Detachment at the end of the Chilkoot Pass in Yukon. Pearson a native of Whitewood 

Saskatchewan enlisted in the NWMP in 1897 and was sent north to deal with the onrush 

of gold seekers coming to the Yukon. He contracted typhoid due to the deplorable living 

conditions he and 12 other members had to live in. He was buried at the Bennett 

Cemetery. Over 100 years later a contingent of dozen RCMP members and veterans 

attend a rededication ceremony at the graveyard and Constable Pearson’s original 

tombstone was replaced with a new one created by Whitehorse craftsman Frank Jurak. 

 



1955 - A placard-waving mob of Ukrainian nationalists were waiting for delegation of 

visiting Soviet-farming experts to arrive at the airport in Winnipeg, Manitoba. When the 

mob of protestors mistook four plain-clothes RCMP members for the Soviets they 

attacked them and began punching and kicking the officers. Police from the Mounties, the 

Winnipeg City Police and the Railway police mobilized quell the potential riot. The 

visiting Soviets were rushed downtown and placed under protective guard in a hotel. 
 

1981 - Honour Roll Number 168. 

 

#29685 Constable James Franklin Thomas age 30 was killed in a police motor vehicle 

accident, near Christina Lake, British Columbia.  

While patrolling on Highway# 3, near Christina Lake, British Columbia, Constable 

Thomas entered a blind curve in the road. Unfortunately, he encountered a tractor-trailer 

that was being driven too fast for the road conditions. 22-year-old Robert Arnold Jensen 

had exceeded his trucks critical speed for the curve and drifted across the centerline and 

collided head on with Constable Thomas’s police car, resulting in a four-vehicle crash. 

Jim Thomas was badly injured and died enroute to the hospital in Grand Forks. Robert 

Jensen was charged with criminal negligence causing death, but it was little consolation 

to Constable Thomas’s wife Karen who was pregnant with their second child. 

James Franklin Thomas joined the RCMP on April 11, 1972. He was buried in his family 

plot in the Wilford Cemetery near Lindsay Ontario. Six weeks after his death, Karen gave 

birth to their son James Franklin Thomas Jr. 

 
1983 - Honour Roll Number 175. 

 

#28498 Constable Richard Allan Bourgoin age 33 died during a foot pursuit of a 

suspect on the Piapot Reserve, near Southey Saskatchewan. 
 
At approximately 11:00 am Constable Rick Bourgoin and Special Constable Willard 

Wuttunee responded to a complaint that a 17-year-old native man named Laurie Cappo 

was causing a disturbance on the Piapot Reserve. When they arrived on the reserve, the 

pair could not locate Cappo, but ended up arresting two other individuals on other 

matters.  
 
During the arrest the policemen learned the location of Campo and drove over to where 

he was. Upon their arrival, Campo ran from the building and fled into the nearby bush. 

Constable Bourgoin then chased after Cappo leaving S/Cst.Wuttnee to secure their two 

prisoners. When S/Cst.Wuttnee finished securing the prisoners he rushed into the bush to 

assist his partner and found him lying unconscious on his back 20 yards into the bush. He 

then ran back to his police car and returned to place Constable Bourgoins lifeless body in 

the back of the car and then rushed him towards the hospital in Regina. While en route 



Wuttnee advised the radio dispatch of the situation and they in turn sent and ambulance to 

assist. The two vehicles met 13 miles north of the city and Rick was transferred to the 

ambulance and rushed to the hospital where he was pronounced dead on arrival. 
 
An extensive ground search was conducted on the reserve and Laurie Cappo was 

apprehended later the same day. In the course of the investigation, Cappo insisted that 

there had been no physical contact between him and Constable Bourgoin and that the 

officer had not got within 50 feet of him during the foot chase. Once the investigation 

was completed the results of the autopsy confirmed Cappos claims. While chasing Cappo 

in the intense summer heat, Constable Bourgoin had suffered a massive heart attack.  
 
Though the constable was in good physical shape and had never missed a day of work in 

his 13-year career. He suffered from moderate hypertension and more significantly, was 

genetically predisposed to heart disease. Investigators discovered that his father had died 

from a heart attack at the age of 39. 
 
Richard Allan Bourgoin joined the RCMP on October 26, 1970. He was married and he 

and his wife Donna had three young children. He was buried at the RCMP cemetery in 

Regina. 

1989 - #36343 Constable Joseph Guy Denis Amyot, a police dog handler stationed at 

the Ottawa Airport was enjoying a day off when he heard on the news that a building in 

Ottawa had experienced a devastating gas explosion and was in danger of collapsing. 

When he heard that there were still some people still trapped inside, Constable Amyot 

rushed to the scene with his police dog “Jocko” and volunteered their services to search 

for the trapped victims. Even though the building was structurally unstable and there was 

a real possibility of a second explosion the dog man accompanied by Captain Gerard 

Patry of the Ottawa Fire Department, entered the building and began searching for 

victims. Despite the very real danger, they succeeded in locating and rescuing a missing 

boy, who was found buried in the rubble.  

For their courageous search, Constable Amyot and his German Shepard “Jocko” along 

with Captain Gerard Patry were awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation for 

Bravery.  

1996 - Shortly after 6:00 pm #39527 Constable Gilles Joseph Blinn and Auxiliary 

Constable David Banks received a report of a man climbing on the superstructure of the 

Burton bridge near Oromocto, New Brunswick. The Burton Bridge towers over 300 feet 

above the mighty Saint John River and has been the scene of many suicides in the past.  

Constable Blinn and his partner were only a short distance away when the call came in 

and they arrived at the scene within seconds. There the policemen found a mentally 

distraught man pacing back and forth on top of the bridge rail hugging a teddy bear while 

he proceeded to strip and throw his clothing into the river.  



Expecting the man to jump before he could reach him, Constable Blinn removed his 

excess clothing and equipment in case he had to dive into the river to retrieve the victim. 

Then, he climbed up the superstructure without a safety harness and enroute found a letter 

stuffed underneath a grate that the distraught man had written. The letter revealed that the 

suicidal man was depressed because his girlfriend had left him and taken his infant 

daughter away.  

Though he had never received any training in crisis counseling, Constable Blinn, perched 

precariously atop the bridge, used the insight gained from the letter to counsel the 

distraught man for over 3 ½ hours. 

Constable Blinn’s ordeal was made even more difficult when a crowd of onlookers 

gathered below and began yelling at the disturbed man and taunted him to jump. The 

members on the ground quickly silenced the obstructive onlookers and Blinn continued to 

calmly reassure the man and convince him not to jump. Eventually Constable Blinn 

succeeded in talking the man down and escorted back down to the bridge deck. 

In recognition of his courage and professionalism Constable Gilles Blinn was awarded 

the Commissioners Commendation for Bravery. 

 


