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October 1st  
 

1918– In the summer of 1918 the RNWMP was tasked with sending Expeditionary 

Force to eastern Siberia in Russia to support the counter-revolutionary forces in the 

Russian civil war. “B” Squadron of the Canadian Expeditionary Force commanded by a 

Supt. G. G. Worsley is created and 190 men are assembled through transfers and direct 

recruiting. Among the new recruits are three brothers from Radcliff Alberta. Luther, 

Frank and Robert Clare are assigned regimental number #7484, 7485 and 7486 

respectively. In November, “B” Squadron comprised of six officers, 194 men and 1981 

horses sail from Vancouver to Vladivostock where they continued to train and prepare to 

do their part in the supporting the Russians. Meanwhile public opposition toward the use 

of Canadian troops in a foreign civil war grew to the point that Prime Minister Robert 

Borden orders that they be gradually withdrawn and returned to Canada.  

 

The men of “B” Squadron who have traveled all the way to Siberia are quite disappointed 

when they learn that they are being withdrawn without firing a shot. Worse than that they 

are told that they had to leave their horses in Russia for the White Russian Calvary. On 

May 18, 1919 the horses and six volunteers including Constable Luther Clare are loaded 

on trains and sent west thorough Manchuria and northern China while the remainder of 

the Squadron returned to Canada. While transporting the horses on the Trans-Siberian 

railway, the contingent was attacked near Lake Baikal and several Russian guards and 

many horses were killed. All six Mounties received commendations for their courage 

under fire and Sergeant Margetts was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal and 

Corporal Bossard who was wounded is awarded the Military Medal. The six men 

eventually found their own way back to Canada. 

 

He was born in Halifax Nova Scotia and was a graduate of the Royal Military College of 

Canada at Kingston, Ontario. He was appointed an Inspector in the North-West Mounted 

Police on August 1, 1885 and was the son in law of Superintendent Richard Burton 

Deane. After retiring from the RNWMP in 1915 he became a Police Magistrate for the 



City of Edmonton and heard over 40,000 cases until he retired again in 1935. His son 

Neil Primrose was a Judge of the Trial Division, in the Supreme Court of Alberta. 

 

1936– Former Superintendent #O.56 Philip Carteret Hill Primrose is appointed the 

Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta. He was the first Lieutenant Governor of 

Alberta to die in office having served less than seven months.  

 

1969– Fifty-two-year-old, William Leonard Higgitt a native of Anersley 

Saskatchewan becomes the fourteenth Commissioner of the Force and serves until 

December 28, 1973. Commissioner Higgett joined the Force in 1937. 

 

1992– The Star of Courage and the Medal of Bravery. 

 

On October 1, 1992, at Port Coquitlam, British Columbia a trio of armed robbers led 

members of the Coquitlam detachment on a high-speed criminal pursuit after they had 

committed an armed robbery. Involved in the pursuit was #32504 Constable James 

Patrick Dickson and #27129 Sergeant Paul J. Giffin both of whom risked their lives in 

apprehending the culprits.  

 

During the pursuit one of the robbers, who was armed with a handgun, began shooting at 

Cst. Dickson’s police car. In an effort to protect the public and end the pursuit Cst. 

Dickson rammed the robbers’ vehicle with his car, forcing it into a rock wall. The three 

suspects then fled on foot from their getaway car and Constable Dickson managed to 

apprehend one of them.  

 

Sgt. Giffin was also involved in the pursuit and when the robbers fled on foot he left his 

car and chased after them. He followed the armed robber into a nearby pub and 

confronted the man, ordering him to drop his gun. The robber refused and then aimed his 

gun at Sgt. Giffin as Cst. Dickson arrived who also demanded that the man put down his 

weapon. When the gunman turned his gun on the Constable, Dickson shot, and killed the 

gunman. 

 

In recognition of their courage in the face of danger both officers received the 

Commissioner’s Commendation for bravery and on September 15, 1995 Constable James 

Patrick Dickson was awarded the Star of Courage and Sgt. Paul J. Giffin the Medal of 

Bravery. 

 

1992– On this day, “Old Pokey” CF-MPO was sold to the Royal Canadian Air Cadets. 

The RCMP deHavilland DHC3 single engine Otter was originally purchased by the 

Royal Canadian Air Force and put into service on August 24, 1954 as RCAF #3686. 

 

It was purchased by the RCMP on October 27, 1964 and refurbished and put into service 

as C-FMPO. Throughout its nearly 28-year career the plane saw service throughout the 

north based in the Pas, Manitoba, Inuvik, NWT and Edmonton Alberta. Retired on April 



14, 1992 it was sold through Crown assets to the 825 Air Cadet Squadron in Yellowknife. 

The crew on her last flight to Yellowknife consisted of Inspector J.M. Norma, retired 

Staff Sergeant N. Muffit and L. Goyer of Transport Canada. 

 

October 2nd  
 

1873– #33 Sub Constable James McKernan along with several other men became part 

of the first contingent of new recruits to the NWMP departing this day from Ottawa and 

traveling by train to Collingwood, Ontario. There they spent two days waiting their boat 

to arrive and then the traveled across Lake Superior aboard the Steamer “Chicora” in 

rough weather to Thunder Bay.  

 

From there they traveled via the Dawson route with its 47 portages to Lake Shabandwin 

by horse and wagon teams and then traveled by small boats to Rainy Lake. When they 

arrived at the Lake of the Woods, they continued aboard a steamer, arriving at Northwest 

Angle in a blizzard. From there they went by foot, walking 36 miles with their baggage in 

ox carts, overland to Fort Garry in Manitoba. Although these men had joined in Ontario, 

they were not paid until they were sworn in as members of the NWMP when they had 

reached Fort Gary in Manitoba! 

 

James McKernan served in the NWMP until 1877. 

 

1880– The first Adjutant officer of the NWMP and nephew of Prime Minister 

MacDonald dies. 

 

Despite the efforts of #O.38 Surgeon George Kennedy, #O.9 (Captain) Superintendent 

Edmund Dalrymple Clark age 32, the nephew of the wife of Prime Minister, Sir John A. 

MacDonald died of “gastritis” or “Mountain Fever” at Fort Walsh. He was buried in Plot 

2 at the NWMP cemetery at the Fort.   

 

Lady Susan Agnes MacDonald, the Prime Ministers second wife commissioned an 

elaborate tombstone for Clarke’s grave and had it shipped west requesting that it be place 

on her nephew’s grave and that she wished to have his grave kept in good order. By the 

time the grave marker arrived, Fort Walsh had been abandoned and the post moved 40 

miles away to Maple Creek. So, it was stored in a freight shed at Maple Creek and was 

promptly forgotten.  

 

In 1886, Frederick White the Comptroller of the NWMP, sent a telegram from Winnipeg 

to #O.13 Superintendent John H. McIllree, the Officer Commanding Maple Creek 

advising him that Lady MacDonald was en route from Winnipeg to Maple Creek on a 

CPR train and that she wanted to visit her nephew’s grave. The telegram was not received 

until late in the evening, so the Superintendent woke #177 Constable Ike Forbes and 

ordered him to assemble a cleanup crew and travel immediately to Fort Walsh, which had 

been abandoned in 1883. The six men rushed to the freight shed and loaded the 



tombstone and then raced with shovels and scythes through the dark to the abandoned 

cemetery where they cleaned the grave and installed the forgotten tombstone.  

 

When Lady MacDonald and Fred White arrived, Sergeant Major W. A. Douglas took 

them to Fort Walsh by horse and wagon. There she toured the grounds and was very 

impressed with the condition of the grave marker and the cemetery. The distinguished 

guests were on a very tight schedule because they had to catch an eastbound train in order 

to reunite with the Prime Minister. So, Lady MacDonald took her seat beside Sgt/Major 

Douglas who then raced the team of horses as fast as he could down the winding bumpy 

road bouncing and jostling his passengers about the wagon. Douglas drove the team of 

horses so hard that one the horses collapsed and died in its harness. But the S/Major 

didn’t bother to stop, instead he had one of the accompanying constables gallop up and 

hold the train while he cut the dead horse free and proceeded on with a three-horse team 

delivering Canada’s First Lady and the Comptroller of the Force to their train on time. 

 

October 3rd  
 

1914– Constable #3708 James Profit arrived in Peace River Alberta after traveling 

from Hudson’s Hope British Columbia to obtain his discharge from the Force, so he 

could enlist in the 31st Battalion for service in WW1. He was issued military regimental 

number 79873 and he served with distinction. On September 15, 1916 he was awarded 

the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM), the second highest award for gallantry in 

action after the Victoria Cross. Sadly, James Profit was killed in action in France only 

nine days later.  

 

1995– #44571 Constable Mark Kellock received the Commissioner’s Commendation 

for bravery after he rescued a person from a fire near Victoria, BC. 

 

October 4th  
 

1970– Honour Roll Number 140. 

 

#26402 Constable William Joseph Green age 21, died as a result of injuries he received 

in a motor vehicle accident, while responding to a call at Invermere, B.C. 

 

At approximately 7:50 pm Cst. Green was dispatched to a complaint and was proceeding 

down highway #93/95 near Invermere BC, when the radio room heard him say “There’s 

been an accident.” Both his wife, who was a detachment matron, nor the radio dispatcher, 

understood what he is saying and then they heard him say, “The car’s on fire.” That was 

the last thing his wife heard him say.  

 



For twenty minutes they tried to raise him on the radio, when three men rushed into the 

detachment office and reported that there had been an accident involving a police car and 

that it was burning in the ditch and that the police officer had been taken to the hospital. 

His wife rushed to the Invermere Hospital and two hours later she was told that he had 

died. 

 

The investigation into the crash determined that, while on route to the complaint and as 

he approached the intersection of Highway # 93/95 a car driven by Mr. Felix Capilo 

made a sudden left turn in front of him and they collided. The force of the crash spun the 

police car into the ditch where it rolled over, caught fire, and exploded. Passing motorists 

saw the wreckage burning in the ditch and pulled Constable Green from wreckage and he 

was transported to the hospital. Mr. Capilo died of his injuries, but his wife and two 

children survived the collision. 

 

Constable William J. Green and Miss Rose Marie Holubowick had only been married for 

less than one month. He was buried with full honours in the Nelson Cemetery. 

 

1982– #36572 Cst. Louis Helmes received a commendation from the Ottawa City 

Police. 

 

1975– Constables #28863 Larry R. Meister and #32069 D. Harvey MacLeod 

responded to a break and enter in progress in Bay l’Argent, Newfoundland. Upon their 

arrival, the thief shot at them with a shotgun. The two members took cover and spoke 

calmly to the gunman and eventually negotiated his safe arrest. Both members received 

Commanding Officers commendations for their actions. 

 

While on leave in Ottawa, Constable Helmes saw a burglar exit a house with knife. 

Recognizing that he was witnessing a theft in progress, he tackled the culprit and wrestled 

with him, but the suspect broke free. Helmes then chased the man and assisted by 

members of the Ottawa City Police caught culprit. 

 

1993– Clayoquot Sound British Columbia was the scene of environmental activists 

protesting the cutting of old growth timber. On this day the activists closed down their 

anti-logging protest camp on Vancouver Island for the winter. Over the previous three 

months of demonstrations700 activists had been arrested. 

 

1998– Constable #45481Michael Darren Caudron responded to a domestic dispute 

complaint involving a shooting on the Frog Lake First Nation reserve, 16 km northwest 

of Mayerthorpe Alberta.  

 

When he arrived at the scene, he had no way of knowing that the assailant had committed 

suicide. With the assistance of Mr. Leonard (Rocky) Wade, they entered the home risking 

their lives by placing themselves in the suspect’s line of fire, while they removed the 

wounded woman to safety, so she could be transported to a hospital. Unfortunately, she 



died of her wounds. When they went back into the house to arrest the gunman, they 

discovered that he committed suicide.  

 

On May 3, 2002, Constable Caudron and Mr. Wade were presented to RCMP 

Commissioner Giuliano Zaccardelli at a ceremony at RCMP headquarters in Edmonton, 

where he presented them with the Commissioner’s Commendation for bravery, for 

demonstrating outstanding courage in the face of danger.  

 

2003– The Saskatchewan Safety Council “Traffic Safety Award” was given to #35758 

Corporal John Stevenson, for his involvement in a wide range of safety programs.  

 

This was one of many awards Stevenson has received for his commitment to traffic 

safety. Other awards that he has received include the honourable mention award from the 

Canada Safety Council for snowmobile safety; the Commanding Officer’s 

Commendation for collision analyst work within Saskatchewan and the Commanding 

Officer’s Certificate of Appreciation for snowmobile collision investigation work. 

 

October 6th  
 

1955– Honour Roll Number 111. 

 

#15303 Constable Charles William Reay age 27, drowned in the Churchill River. 

 

Constable Charles Reay was an eight-year member of the RCMP and was stationed at 

Flin Flon Manitoba. While out on patrol he was required cross the Churchill River at 

Island Falls, Saskatchewan, in a 17-foot semi-freighter canoe powered 5hp outboard 

motor.  

 

When he was approximately 200 yards from shore, the motor stalled, and he tried several 

times to restart it. When he stood up to get more leverage on the pull cord he slipped and 

fell overboard. The canoe remained upright and began drifting away with two life jackets 

still onboard. Weighed down with heavy clothing and rubber overshoes, Constable Reay 

struggled for a short time in the frigid water before he was overcome by hypothermia and 

slipped below the surface.  

 

A witness who saw him fall in the water, launched a small boat in effort to save him, but 

by the time he had gotten to where Reay had fallen in, he had disappeared. A dragging 

operation was begun immediately, but the body was not recovered for three hours.  

 

The body of Constable Reay was escorted back to his wife and three-year-old daughter in 

Flin Flon and later buried in his hometown of Camrose Alberta.  

 



1976– In celebration of the centennial of the Royal Military College in Kingston 

Ontario, six former Cadets were awarded honorary degrees.  

 

Included in the august company was former Commissioner George Brinton McClelland 

(63-67) who graduated in the class of 1929 as Cadet No. 1921. He was awarded a Doctor 

of Laws, honorus causa. 

 

2007 – Honour Roll Number 219. 

 

#49314 Constable Christopher John Worden age 30 was murdered attending a routine 

call by himself in Hay River NWT. 

 

Hay River is small community near Great Slave Lake, 400 kilometers south of 

Yellowknife in the Northwest Territory and is not unlike many towns in the north that are 

besieged by illicit drugs and the problems they bring.  

 

At 05:03 am Cst. Worden was dispatched to a housing complex to deal with a report of a 

suicidal man. After dealing with the call, he proceeded to leave the scene before he had 

advised the dispatcher. He noticed a taxi in front of another residence down the street that 

was a known for selling Crack Cocaine.  

 

Cst. Worden stopped his police car behind the cab and got out to question the occupants. 

As he exited his car, he noted two passengers inside the taxicab and a third man 

approaching the car. Worden was about to search the third man when he suddenly ran off 

and Worden pursued him on foot into a wooded area near the apartment buildings. Then 

four gunshots were heard. 

 

After two hours of searching, he was found lying on his side, curled up with his hand near 

his face, having received gunshot wounds to the neck, chest and abdomen. His handgun 

was still in its holster. 

 

The investigation into who murdered the constable started immediately and it didn’t take 

the police that long to identify the prime suspect as 23-year-old drug dealer Emrah 

Bulatci who was now on the run. Six days later Emrah Bulatci was found hiding in a 

townhouse in Edmonton Alberta. He was charged with first-degree murder and was 

convicted two years later and sentenced to life in prison with no parole for 25 years. 

 

During the trial twenty-three-year-old Jared Nagle, who was charged for accessory after 

the fact, testified that he and Bulatci sold crack cocaine in Hay River and that Bulatci told 

him that he ran behind an apartment building and was out of breath, he pulled his gun out 

of his pocket, cocked it and fired it twice and Constable Worden. Though wounded 

Worden lunged at him and took him to the ground. During the struggle he reached around 

Worden’s neck and shot him in the head. 

 



During the trial the accused told the jury he shot the policeman because he was banned 

from carrying weapons and if he were found with a gun, he would automatically receive 

six years in jail. He also testified that he fired twice at the officer’s legs during a foot 

chase, but never meant to kill him. He said the fatal two shots were accidental as the pair 

wrestled on the ground for control of Bulatci’s gun. 

 

Constable Worden’s remains were flown to his hometown of Ottawa where a regimental 

funeral took place at Notre Dame Basilica. A solemn procession of hundreds of RCMP 

officers along with his wife and family followed the flag-draped coffin from nearby 

Parliament Hill to the basilica. The church was filled to overflow, so a large screen was 

installed outside the church, so several hundred people could watch the ceremony.  After 

the ceremony he was laid to rest in the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery in Ottawa. 

 

October 7th  
 

1913 – In a scene reminiscent of the Beverly Hillbilly’s William Stewart Herron a 

local horse wrangler, noticed gas bubbling out of an old mine shaft on the Dingman site 

in Okotoks near Calgary. After he collected samples and discovers oil, he formed a 

company to drill on the site sparking Alberta’s first oil boom.  

 

1914 – #5396 Cst. Frederick Lush, who was an Imperial Army Reservist, was granted 

a free discharge to rejoin his colours for service in WWI. He was killed in action on 

September 24, 1916 in France. 

 

1963 – Front de libération du Québec (FLQ) leader Georges Schoeters is given 2 five-

year terms for terrorist activities and Gabriel Hudon and Raymond Villeneuve get 12 

years for death of Wilfred O’Neill, a watchman at Montreal’s Canadian Army 

Recruitment Centre. 

 

1991- #35980 Constable Dale Clarke and Mr. Gabriel Lafferty saved the life of a 

fisherman who was stranded on his disabled vessel on Great Slave Lake in a violent 

storm.  

 

1997– The RCMP is ordered to make reparations of $2 million to former Prime 

Minister Brian Mulroney for defamatory accusations released during the Airbus enquiry. 

 

October 8th  
 

1971– The Supreme Court of Canada rules that under the Bill of Rights, Native Indian 

women cannot be deprived of their Indian status because of marriage to non-Indian. 



1935– # 10946 Constable George Campbell Harrison and # 11326 Sgt. Thomas Sellar 

Wallace were killed at Banff National Park, while attempting to apprehend the three 

murderers of Constable Shaw. See October 5th. 

 

1989– #32050 Constable J.R. Gilles Gosselin earned a Commanding Officers 

Commendation after apprehending an armed and dangerous man at Hedley, B.C. 

 

October 9th  
 

1874– Metis Guide Jerry Potts led Assistant Commissioner James Farquharson 

Macleod (1836-1894) to the notorious Fort Whoop-Up to discover it abandoned by the 

whisky traders who fled long before upon hearing of the approach of a large party of 

horsemen wearing red coats. Instead of occupying the abandoned fort they build a new 

fort on an island in the Oldman River. The first arrest the Mounties make involves the 

capture of five whiskey traders with two wagonloads of firewater (a concoction of brandy 

and pepper), buffalo robes and rifles. 

 

1966– Ken Ingram was in a bad mood when he appeared at the door of the 

detachment in Sidney BC. He shot the nightshift guard Mr. McAuley through door of 

detachment and then locked him in a cell. Then he went on a rampage and shot out the 

office lights and ripped the phones out of the wall. When #22051 Constable Robert 

Bouck arrived at the detachment Ingram took a shot at him, hitting his hat brim. 

 

Constable Bouck then called #15622 Sgt. Harry Chambers for back up and shortly 

thereafter he and a member Saanich Police arrived on scene. The three policemen then 

searched the building, and arrested Ingram in the detachment basement and recovered the 

gun. Ken Ingram was sentenced to eight years for attempt murder.  

 

1970– Honour Roll Numbers 141 and 142. 

 

# 15445 Sergeant Robert James Schrader age 41, and #21129 Constable Douglas 

Bernard Anson age 30, were shot and killed, while investigating a domestic dispute, near 

MacDowall, Saskatchewan. 

 

Shortly after 5:00 pm, Prince Albert Detachment received a complaint from Edward 

Neudorf, stating that the day before, Wilfred Robertson had found him with his wife on a 

deserted country road. He told police that Robertson had torn a large chunk of hair from 

his wife’s head and then fired a shot at him.  

 

Sgt. Bob Schrader and Constable Doug Anson were in the vicinity of MacDowall, which 

is approximately 15 miles (24 kilometers) south of Prince Albert, so they decided to take 

the call. They drove to the Robertson residence, and for some unknown reason, Sgt. 



Schrader left his Sam Browne holster and revolver in the police car and it cost him his 

life.  

 

Upon arrival both policemen exited their car and, while Constable Anson went to knock 

on the door, Sgt. Schrader checked out Robertson’s truck for any evidence related to the 

assault on his wife. When Constable Anson knocked on the front door Mrs. Robertson 

opened it and Anson asked if her husband was home. He heard Robertson say, “what 

does he want” and when the constable replied, “Can I talk to you”, Wilfred Robertson 

who was standing in the living didn’t answer. As Constable Anson stepped into the 

house, Robertson shot him in the chest with a high-powered rifle. As Anson stumbled 

backwards out of the house, Wilfred Robertson yelled, “Now talk” and then fired a 

second round into the constable’s back. 

 

When Sgt. Schrader saw his partner murdered, the cold reality of his situation hit home. 

His revolver was inside the police car along with their only radio and he was cut off from 

both items. So, he sought shelter behind some trees and attempted to talk to the assailant, 

asking him to help his partner. Robertson calmly replied, “I’ll help your man. I’ll help 

you too!” and then fired three times. The first shot hit the tree Schrader was hiding 

behind, and the second shot hit him in the abdomen with enough force to knock him to 

the ground. The third and final shot hit him in the pelvis, fatally wounding the sergeant. 

As Schrader lay bleeding to death, Wilfred Robertson walked back into his house and 

fixed himself a meal. After eating, he took Constable Anson’s revolver from his holster 

and put his rifle in the police car and drove off.  

 

Shortly thereafter the largest manhunt in the history of Saskatchewan ensued, using 

airplanes, dogs and several teams of men. The stolen police car was quickly found, but 

due to a cold night of snow, the dogs could not pick up a track Wanted posters were 

distributed throughout the west, but Robertson had disappeared without a trace. The 

following spring, his frozen body was found in a dense thicket about 1 mile (1.6 

kilometers) from his house. He had taken his own life.  

 

Sgt. Bob Schrader had served the RCMP for 22-years, and left behind a wife and five 

children, including two sets of twins. Cst. Doug Anson had eleven years’ service and had 

only been married for two months.  

 

Both police officers were buried side by side with full honours at the RCMP cemetery at 

Depot Division in Regina.  

 

1984 – Peter Greyson sentenced to 89 days in jail for pouring red ink on an original copy 

of the 1982 Constitution Act. The Toronto art student was protesting the former Liberal 

government’s decision to test cruise missiles in Canada. 

 

1984– The Medal of Bravery – Constable Brian M. Powell M.B. 

 

#37760 Constable Brian Powell responded to a report of suspected house fire, at Bell 

Island, Newfoundland. When he arrived at the house, he knocked on the door but 



received no answer, so he proceeded to check the windows where he found smoke 

coming from a broken pane. He then kicked the door open and hampered by poor 

visibility and smoke, he began a room-to-room search, finding a man unconscious on the 

floor of a bedroom. Powell then hoisted the man over his shoulder and attempted to 

retrace his steps through the smoke, but found his passage blocked as the walls exploded 

into flames. He then retreated to the back bedroom where he was briefly overcome by the 

smoke and heat. Recovering, he kicked out the bedroom window then he and the victim 

dove out of the window onto the ground three meters below. Then he dragged the victim 

away from the burning building and called for an ambulance while he monitored the vital 

signs of the victim until help arrived. 

 

On March 6, 1987 Constable Brian M. Powell was awarded the Medal of Bravery. Sadly, 

Constable Powell’s career was cut short after only eleven years, when he died in 1993. 

 

October 10th  
 

1937– While traveling to Vermillion aboard the river boat “Weenusk” #11671 / O.389 

Constable Leslie Grayson, dived into the Peace River fully clothed to rescue Earl 

Blanchard who had fallen overboard. Grayson joined the RCMP in 1932 and during 

WW2 he served (# C.42003) with the Number One Provost Corps from November 1st, 

1939 to May 1st, 1946 and retired as a Superintendent in 1965. 

 

1964– 38-year-old Queen Elizabeth II’s visits theNational Assembly in Quebec City 

for the 100thanniversary of the Charlottetown and Quebec preparatory meetings that led 

the signing of the British North America Act. 

 

The occasion is marred by demonstrations by students and separatists who see the visit as 

an opportunity before the world’s media to present the visit as an affront to the separatist 

cause for independence. As the cameras are rolling the protest becomes a riot and event is 

dubbed ‘le Samedi de la Matraque’ (Saturday of the baton), when the Provincial police 

used nightsticks against the angry crowd. 

 

1970– Quebec Vice-Premier and Minister of Labour, Pierre Laporte 1921-1970 is 

kidnapped from his home in Saint-Lambert, Quebecby the Front de Liberation du Quebec 

FLQ.  

 

1985 – After an armed man barricaded himself inside a two-room house on the 

Reserve near Sucker Lake, Manitoba, Special Constables R.W. Ogemow and T. 

Blacksmith of Island Lake Detachment joined Constable J. Butler from Norway House 

Detachment at the scene. Further complicating the already dangerous situation was the 

fact that the often violent and unpredictable gunman was sober and had a lengthy record 

of weapons offences. Undaunted, Constables Butler and Ogemow entered the house and 

as the suspect kept a rifle aimed at them, they proceeded to talk to the man in Cree and 



English. The men stayed with the gunman for over two hours and negotiated with him 

until he finally agreed to put down his weapon and surrender. In recognition of his high 

degree of professionalism, Special Constable Ogemow was awarded a Commanding 

Officers Commendation for bravery. 

 

October 11th  
 

1899– The Boer War begins in South Africa. The conflict was between Britain and the 

Boers, also known as Afrikaners. The Boers were the descendants of the original Dutch 

settlers of southern Africa who resented the Anglicization of South Africa and Britain’s 

anti-slavery policies after Britain took possession of the Dutch Cape colony in 1806.  By 

1833 the Boers had enough of living under Britain’s rule and left the area and moved into 

African tribal territory and founded the republics of the Transvaal and the Orange Free 

State. Both communities lived peacefully until gold and diamonds were discovered in the 

area.   

 

The Mounties respond to the call for war by creating the 2ndCanadian Mounted Rifles, a 

Calvary unit commanded by # O.72 Commissioner Lawrence William Herchmerand # 1 / 

O.40 Superintendent Sam Steel became the commanding officer of the newly created 

Lord Strathconna’s Horse. Over 200 members of the force served in the Second Boer war 

Seven of them were killed in action and did not have their names added to the Honour 

Roll; They were:  

 

·      #3165 Cst. Zachary Lewis on February 18th, 1900 

 

·      #3380 Harry H. Clements on May 25th, 1900 

 

·      #3051 Gerald M. O’Kelly on June 16th, 1900 

 

·      #3369 Richard Lett on July 21st, 1900 

 

·      #2431 Joseph R. Taylor on August 19th, 1900 

 

·      #O.74 Inspector Thomas W. Chalmers on November 2nd, 1900 

 

·      #3188 Herbert Robertson Skirving November 20th, 1900 

 

1911– #4491 Corporal Donald Fisher was awarded $25 from the Fine Fund for good 

work in arresting a horse thief named Sam Goudry. 

 

1920– While traveling to Canada from England aboard the “S.S. Minnedosa” to seek 

his fortune, John Smaridge happened to meet #3159 / O.133 Superintendent Arthur 

William Duffus. The RNWMP officer was returning to Canada with several recruits and 



they chatted awhile about life in the Mounted Police. During the trip he was sworn in as 

#9476 Constable Smaridge, becoming the only known person to be sworn in as a member 

of the Force while in the middle of the North Atlantic Ocean. John Smaridge served until 

1953 when he retired as a Sergeant Major.  

 

Arthur W. Duffus retired as an Assistant Commissioner and died in 1933. 

 

1939– Honour Roll Number 63. 

 

#11046 Constable Norman Alfred Gleadow age 30 was murdered by Ernest Flook at 

Esterhazy, Saskatchewan. 

 

After receiving a confession from Ernest Flook, regarding breaking into several area 

stores, Constable Gleadow escorted Flook to his house to search for stolen property. 

While he was busy examining a club bag in the   bedroom, Ernest Flook struck the 

constable on the back of the head with a hammer with so much force that it tore through 

his Stetson hat, crushing his skull. As Constable Gleadow lay on the floor unconscious, 

Flook shot him twice in the chest with a .22 caliber rifle and then fled in the police car.  

 

Upon hearing the gunshots, Flook’s sister rushed to the room and found the Constable’s 

body and immediately called the police and a manhunt was organized. One of the 

volunteer searchers happened to be an employee of the local garage that serviced the 

detachment police vehicles and had recently installed new tires on the stolen car. He was 

familiar with the unique pattern on the tires and invaluable in tracking the stolen vehicle 

to the bush 17-miles away. 

 

When the search team closed in on the murderer, Flook shot himself in the head and later 

died while being transported to the hospital.  

 

Regina born; Constable Norman Alfred Gleadow was buried with full honours at his 

family plot in Regina. He had eight years’ service in the RCMP and had only been 

married for less than one year. 

 

1942– The St. Roch, under the command of Sergeant Henry A. Larsen, reached 

Halifax after a two-year voyage. It was the first ship to sail the Northwest Passage by the 

southern route from west to east. During the voyage the crew endured the worst storms 

and ice they had ever encountered. They narrowly averted a whirlpool, dealt with 

mechanical problems including having one engine cylinder break, leaving the ship with 

only five. They spent two winters frozen in ice during which the crew patrolled the Arctic 

islands by dog team preparing a census of the Inuit population over a large area of the 

Arctic. 

 

2002– The Medal of Bravery – Corporal Kirby Brett Anderson MB and Constable 

Kevin Tyler Thomson MB  



 

#39183 Corporal Kirby Anderson and #50464 Constable Kevin Thomson responded to a 

house fire in Port Alberni BC, where they were informed that there was an elderly 

woman in the burning building. Without any protective equipment, the two officers 

entered the house where they were met by a wall of thick grey smoke. They called out to 

the woman but realized that the frail woman was disoriented and unable to move.  

 

Crawling on their hands and knees in near-zero visibility, the rescuers followed the 

woman’s voice until they located her in a bathroom. Cpl. Anderson and Cst. Thomson 

then helped her to her feet and supported her as they walked through the blinding smoke 

to the front door and to safety.  

 

On June 24, 2005, in recognition of their courage in the face of danger, the two 

policemen were awarded the Medal of Bravery by the Governor General. In addition, # 

28334 / O. 1334 Commissioner Giuliano Zaccardelli, presented both men, with the 

Commissioner’s Commendation for Bravery in November 2005. 

 

October 14th  
 

1874– North West Mounted Police start building a post on the Old Man River in 

Alberta. It is the first police post made of cottonwood logs plastered with clay and 

contains barracks, stables, a hospital and a blacksmiths shop. The new fort is named Fort 

Macleod, after Assistant NWMP Commissioner James F. Macleod. 

 

1929 - Yvon Durelle 1929-2007 

 

Canadian light heavyweight boxer was born on this day at Baie Ste Anne, New 

Brunswick. Durelle started his boxing career in 1947. In 1953 he gained the light 

heavyweight title of Canada in a 12-round decision over Gordon Wallace. In 1957 he beat 

Wallace again to take the British Empire light heavyweight crown. In1958 narrowly 

missed the world light heavyweight title in a battle against Archie Moore, where he 

knocked Moore down four times, but lost the match to a KO in the 11th round. In1981 

Raymond Fraser authored a book about Durelle’s legendary life titled “The Fighting 

Fisherman: The life of Yvon Durelle.   

 

In 2005, his son #46464 Constable Paul E. Durelle became member of the RCMP when 

the Moncton Police Service in New Brunswick was absorbed by the RCMP. 

 

1932– Honour Roll Number 53. 

 

#7688 Corporal John Lorne Halliday age 34, died from an accidental, self-inflicted 

gunshot wound in the chest, while stationed at Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 

 



While preparing to set out on a patrol up the Mackenzie River, Corporal Halliday was 

stowing his gear in the cabin of the boat. When he grabbed his loaded rifle by the barrel 

that was on the roof of the boat’s cabin, it fired and struck him in the chest. Several other 

police officers were present when the accident occurred, but could do nothing for him, 

due to the severity of the wound.  

 

John Lorne Halliday had joined the RNWMP in 1919 at Toronto Ontario and worked in 

all four western Provinces and the North West Territories. His wife, who was living with 

her mother in Oakville Ontario, was notified about the tragedy and he was buried at Fort 

Simpson. 

 

1935– Honour Roll Number 59. 

 

#11150 Cst Daniel Miller age 26, became the first member of the RCMP to be killed ina 

police motor vehicle accident. 

 

On October 9th, Constable Miller was driving #9801 Sgt. Frederick Lucas from 

Newcastle to Bathurst New Brunswick. When they approached the bridge at French Fort 

Cove, the car swerved out of control and slammed into the bridge superstructure at 

approximately 35-miles per hour. Constable Miller was thrown from car and fractured his 

skull. He died five days later in hospital. Investigation into the cause of the crash revealed 

that a broken tie rod resulted in a steering failure. 

 

Constable Daniel Miller had four years’ service and was buried in St. Paul’s Cemetery in 

Wapella, Saskatchewan. 

 

1948– #14180 Joseph Daoust received a commendation for completing a 1,650-mile 

round trip patrol from Halifax Nova Scotia to Lake Harbour, NWT, (now Kimmirut, 

Nunavut) aboard the MV “Lake Harbour”.  

 

1968– #23311 Constable Andrew G. Vos received a Commissioners Commendation 

for rescuing Edgar Kutukaik who had fallen through the ice in Tuktoyaktuk, NWT. 

Kutukaik was clinging to edge of ice and Constable Vos, crawled out to him and removed 

his parka and tossed it to the victim. Edgar Kutukaik then gripped the parka with his teeth 

and Vos pulled him out of the water to safety. 

 

1977– #25657 Corporal Kenneth A. Craig of Fort Good Hope Detachment in the 

NWT, earned his second Commanding Officers Commendation for Bravery after he 

apprehended a man, despite being stabbed in the abdomen with a knife. (Also see March 

27, 1977) 

 

1993– Two constables were hospitalized for smoke inhalation, after they succeeded in 

rescuing eight people who were trapped inside a burning apartment building in 



Wainwright Alberta. As a result, #35014 Clifford. L. Gerow and #41095 M.M. Ireland 

were awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation for Bravery. 

 

October 23rd  
 

1958– A coal gas explosion and rock surge in the Number Two Cumberland coal 

mine in Springhill Nova Scotia trapping 174 miners’ underground. On the first day of the 

disaster rescue crews were quickly assembled and were sent underground to look for 

survivors and bring 81 men up to safety.  The search continued for several more days as 

the rescue crews tried to find their way to the bottom of the 14,200’ mine and 12 men are 

found alive on October 30th, and seven more are found alive on November 1st. The last 

body is recovered on November 6thbringing the total to 74 men perished in the deepest 

coalmine disaster in North America. The coalmine is never reopened. 

 

1960– While conducting a patrol for two career criminals who had been casing 

businesses at Whalley BC; #20015 Constable Robert William Rolph Smith, witnessed the 

suspects fleeing from the Legion at 04:15 am. He radioed for backup and then chased 

after the pair and found them hiding behind a bush, armed with a loaded handgun. 

Constable Smith, with revolver drawn, ordered the pair out, but one of the suspects ran 

off.  

 

The second suspect was then placed against the side of a building, but he became edgy 

and Smith decided to handcuff him. When he holstered his revolver and proceeded to 

handcuff him, the man wheeled on him and being much bigger overpowered him and 

began beating him about the head with his flashlight and handcuffs. Knocking the 

constable to the ground the suspect pulled his revolver from the holster and pointed the 

gun at Smith’s chest. As the attacker pulled the trigger, Constable Smith reached up and 

grabbed the revolver around the gun’s cylinder, preventing it from firing. The suspect 

then lost control of the gun and got Smith in a headlock and proceeded to ram his head 

into a brick wall. Though dazed and bleeding profusely, Constable Smith continued to 

fight and managed to grab his pistol that was suspended by a lanyard around his neck and 

fired a shot between the legs of his attacker forcing the suspect to surrender at gunpoint. 

Shortly afterwards a backup officer who had heard the shot arrived on the scene to assist. 

The second suspect was arrested later.  

 

For his courage and determination, Constable Robert Smith was awarded the 

Commissioner’s Commendation. 

 

Robert William Rolph Smith retired in 1984 having attained the rank of Staff Sergeant. 

 

1966– #23086 Constable Phillip Edgar Harrison Smith age 24 was posthumously 

awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation for bravery and great devotion to duty in 



the attempted rescue of Oswald Schwanke on June 21, 1966 near Kelvington, 

Saskatchewan.  

 

At 11:05 am Constable Smith was advised that a man had fallen into a well and when he 

arrived at the scene, he discovered that 71-year-old Oswald Schwanke had been working 

in a 35-foot-deep well when he was overcome by gas. Constable Smith descended into 

the well and found Schwanke still breathing, but as he tried to tie a rope around the man, 

he became dizzy and called to the surface crew to haul him up. Ten feet from the surface 

he collapsed, but they managed to get him out and transport him to the hospital where he 

was revived and was released two days later. Shortly after the attempted rescue, 

Constable Smith was killed in a hunting accident at his family home in Dutton Creek, 

British Columbia. He had been a member of RCMP since May 1963. 

 

October 24th  
 

1917– #3924 Sergeant Major Arthur Nevelson Nicholson was giving a demonstration 

of lance techniques from a horse at Maple Creek, Saskatchewan. While he demonstrated 

“tent-pegging” his lance slipped from his grasp. As he attempted to recover it, the butt of 

the lance stuck into ground, driving the point of the lance into his stomach, and throwing 

him off his horse. He died from the lance wound the following day. 

 

Sergeant Major Nicholson joined the North West Mounted Police in 1902 and served 

until his death and is buried in Battleford, Saskatchewan.He is not on the Honour Roll. 

 

He had started the journey from Pond Inlet on March 12th, 1943 with two dog teams of 

35 dogs and thirteen hundred pounds of supplies and equipment. Accompanied by 

Special Constable Angnatsiak and Inuit guide Ehaksak their primary task was to 

investigate a murder at Fort Ross on Somerset Island NWT and visit several 

encampments to check on the welfare of the residents and then catch a ride back to Pond 

Inlet aboard the RMS Nascopie.  

 

1945– #13097 Constable Charles L. Delisle received a Commissioners 

Commendation for completing a round trip dog sled patrol from Pond Inlet to Fort Ross, 

NWT (now Nunavut after a year of travel. The 151-day journey was completed without 

mishap and covered a distance of 3,551 miles.  

 

The group covered the first 240 miles across the Arctic By to Baffin Island in -45-degree 

temperatures in only twelve days. After an arduous journey they arrived at Fort Ross. 

After some time to rest and hunt for food and dog feed Cst. Delisle sent his guides back 

to Pond Inlet with most of the supplies and equipment before the sea ice broke up. He 

then conducted the murder investigation he had been dispatched to. He located the 21-

year-old female suspect “Mitkaeyout” who readily confessed to shooting her husband 

“Kookieyout” and leaving the body at the scene. After taking her into custody Cst. 

Delisle travelled to Thom Bay and recovered the frozen body from a cache of rocks. 



After putting the cadaver in a wooden box several friends and family members climbed 

onto the makeshift coffin and rode it down the slope and onto the sea ice like a toboggan 

laughing and giggling the whole way. 

 

Unfortunately for him the heavy pack ice prevented the Nascopie from reaching Fort 

Ross for a second year in a row and the community did not get the much-needed food and 

supplies she was carrying. When the ship failed to arrive, Delisle was faced with a choice 

of flying south on an American rescue plane or travelling back to Pond Inlet because the 

NCO in charge had gone south for medical reasons. He chose to return to the detachment 

by dog sled. He succeeded in hiring a local guide and wearing the summer dress he had 

arrived in they set out on October 19th, 1943. Because the previous route across the sea 

ice could not be made until freeze up the following February, they decided to take the 

much longer land route. Building igloos to sleep in and low on supplies they were forced 

to live off the land most of the trek eating whatever they could find or get from other 

Inuit they met along the way. Two days after leaving their campsite on the ice of 

Lancaster Sound where they had been held up by a storm, the ice bearing their igloo 

broke off from the shore and drifted away.  

 

Despite all of the obstacles and hardship the air arrived in Pond Inlet on St. Patrick’s Day 

1944. Commissioner Wood was so impressed with this outstanding patrol that he made 

special mention of it in his 1945 annual report and included a four-and-a-half-page 

detailed report of the patrol. 

 

Constable Charles L. Delisle served in the Force from 1937 to 1959 and retired as a 

Corporal. He died in 2001 and is buried in Morrisburg Ontario. 

 

1970– Newfoundland members, #23887 Constables Raymond E. Roddick and #25808 

/ O.1473 and W. Ross Black responded to a complaint of a man with a rifle. Upon their 

arrival a shot rang out and Constable Black fell to the ground seriously wounded. Taking 

cover behind a car Constable Roddick raised his head above the vehicle to survey the 

situation when his partner cried out for help. Suddenly the gunman fired shots into the 

vehicle, splattering fragments that hit Roddick in the face. Though wounded, Constable 

Roddick was able to return fire and succeeded in wounding the gunman in the abdomen 

and arresting him. Constable Black was rushed to hospital where he later recovered from 

his injuries. 

 

At a later ceremony Constable Roddick was presented a Commissioners Commendation 

“for courage and determination” by Commissioner W.L. Higgitt personally. Both men 

had full careers with Roddick retiring as a Staff Sergeant and Black as an Inspector.  

 

1982– While working in Montreal, #27557 Constable Joseph Andre Richard Beaudoin 

heard shouts for assistance from an elderly woman, and saw a man running away with a 

purse. Constable Beaudoin ran after the thief and chased him for three blocks before 

catching him. A struggle ensued as the suspect resisted arrest, but Beaudoin succeeded in 

subduing him and holding him until the Montreal Police arrived. When the police opened 



the purse, they discovered it contained over $500. which was promptly returned to Mrs. 

Bouchard. In recognition of his courage and commitment to duty Constable Beaudoin 

was awarded a Commanding Officers Commendation. 

 

1990– Commissioner Norman Inkster allows native members of the Force to wear 

braids on duty. The directive is in recognition of their traditional spiritual needs. 

 

1990 – Honour Roll Number189. 

 

17-year veteran, #30967 Constable Gerald Vernon Breese age 37, died as a direct result 

of injuries sustained from an RCMP motorcycle accident, at Penticton BC. 

 

Constable Breese was responding to a reported stabbing when his motorcycle was hit 

broadside by another vehicle. He suffered serious head injuries and died on October 24th, 

1990, five months after the crash, from complications related to his injuries. 

 

Also see October May 19th 

 

Gerry had recovered physically but suffered significant personality changes and battled 

bouts of depression.  After his death his wife Janelle Breese-Biagioni was inspired to 

write a book about the problems of brain injuries. “A Change of Mind” published by New 

Canada Publications.  

 

1995– After responding to a domestic dispute complaint in Prince Rupert BC, #36381 

Constable Dennis Bauhuis found himself face to face with a despondent man armed with 

a knife who was threatening to harm his innocent children. For over five hours Constable 

Bauhuis calmly spoke with the suicidal man and succeeded in negotiating his surrender. 

For his courage and presence of mind Constable Bauhuis was awarded the Commanding 

Officers Commendation. 

 

October 28th  
 

1888– Nellie Webb’s House of Prostitution in Edmonton Alberta was disrupted when 

two drunken off duty Mounties attempted to force their way into the establishment. Not 

the kind of woman to be pushed around by anyone, Nellie grabbed her trusty shotgun and 

shot one of the members in the thigh. She was subsequently arrested and charged. 

 

1914– During the Great War the Canadian Government War Cabinet orders the 

registration of all “alien enemies,” living in Canada particularly Austrians and Germans. 

Included in the cabinet order is the direction for establishment of ‘concentration camps’ 

to house internees and their families. The detainees are required to work by performing 

task such as clearing bush and cutting lumber in national parks. 



 

1938– While unmooring a dory from the Jetty at H.M.C. Dockyard in Halifax Nova 

Scotia, #12296 Charles H. S. Graham a Marine Section cook accidentally capsized the 

boat and fell into the frigid water. Fortunately for him #12318 Able Seaman R.O. 

Newman, saw his mate, a non-swimmer, struggling in the water. Newman dove into the 

harbour fully clothed and swam to Graham’s location but by the time he arrived, he had 

gone under. Constable Newman then swam to the bottom and retrieved Graham’s body 

and brought him to the surface and revived him. 

 

On Jan 23rd, 1939 Able Seaman Newman was awarded the parchment of the Royal 

Canadian Humane Society. He retired from the RCMP as a Staff Sergeant in 1963. 

 

1954– Henry Asbjorn Larsen 1899-1964 and the crew of RCMP patrol vessel ‘St. 

Roch arrives in Vancouver completing the last voyage of the first ship to circumnavigated 

North America. The St. Roch eventually becomes the focal point of the Maritime 

Museum in Vancouver. 

 

1967– Two constables in Kitimat, BC responded to a complaint that Siegfried 

Newitsch had threatened a tenant. When they arrived on scene #22148 / O.1370 Douglas 

Ewing and #23865 Brian Mitchell were confronted by Newitsch who was armed with a 

rifle. Constable Mitchell was sent for help while Ewing calmly talked to the gunman and 

waited until he was distracted. When the opportunity presented itself Constable Ewing 

jumped Newitsch and wrestled him for the rifle. While they were wrestling for control of 

the gun, back-up arrived, and the policemen subdued the suspect. In recognition of their 

bravery, they received commendations. 

 

1970– #S/160 Special Constable Lazarus Kyak of Pond Inlet, Numavut is invested an 

Officer of the Order of Canada in recognition of his three decades of service to the Inuit 

as a special constable in the RCMP. 

 

1970– Honour Roll Number 143. 

 

#15190 Sgt. James Aldridge O’Malley age 41 drowned in the Kettle River near Gillam, 

Manitoba, when his boat capsized, while searching for the victim a drowning. 

 

In October 1970, a civilian had drowned in Kettle River, and after a month of searching a 

line boom that had been constructed downstream to try and catch the body. A rope had 

been strung across the river so that the boom could be checked on a regular basis by 

personnel pulling themselves along in a boat.  

 

On this date #15190 Sergeant James A. O’Malley and #27235 Constable J.G. Eichenlaub 

went to the river to check the boom, and as they proceeded across the river the current 

capsized their boat and both men wearing heavy clothing and rain slickers were thrown 



into the swift flowing river. Constable Eichenlaub managed to cling to boom until he was 

rescued, but Sergeant O’Mally was pulled under by the current and drowned. Extensive 

searches were conducted using dragging equipment and a helicopter, but his body was 

not found for five years.  

 

In July 1975 his skeletal remains were located and identified by dental records. His 

remains were interred at the RCMP cemetery in Regina after a formal funeral was held at 

the RCMP Chapel.   

 

James Aldridge O’Malley had been in the RCMP for 22 years and served in seventeen 

different locations throughout Yukon, the Northwest Territories, Ontario, and Manitoba. 

He left behind his wife Marjorie and three young children. In 1988 his only son, Michael 

John O’Malley was sworn in to the RCMP as #39559 and in August 2005 was 

commissioned as #O.2270 as an Inspector.  

 

1975– Honour Roll Number 151. 

 

#25163 Constable John Brian Baldwinson age 29 was killed in a police motor vehicle 

accident, in Surrey BC. 

 

At 1:35 am, eight-year veteran, Constabe John Baldwinson was working in plain clothes 

and driving in an unmarked police car south on the Pacific Highway in Surrey, when he 

passed another police, car driven by #28553 Darrel Graves. Suddenly his car disappeared 

in a cloud smoke and sparks as it careened out of control into a drainage ditch and a pile 

of steel pipes as he was thrown some 30 feet through air. He was transported to hospital 

in New Westminster but was pronounced dead on arrival.  

 

Investigation into the crash revealed that he had hit a horse that had escaped from its 

pasture and wandered onto the highway. The force of the impact sent the horse through 

the windshield into Constable Baldwinson and through to the back window. 

 

Constable John Brian Baldwinson was buried at Valleyview Cemetery in Toronto 

Ontario. He had a wife and two young children. 

 

1977– Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau confirms to the House of Commons that 

members of the RCMP entered a Montreal office in 1973 without a warrant to copy the 

membership lists of the Parti Québécois. 

 

1981– The first of two Medals of Bravery is earned by #34680 Constable Thomas 

Richard Hansen, for his part in rescuing a girl from submerged car near Squamish, BC. 

 

In the early morning hours of October 28th, 1981, an 18-metre section of the “M” Creek 

Bridge, on the Sea To Sky Highway near Squamish was destroyed by a rockslide because 

of several days of continuous rain. Before emergency services could respond to the scene, 



four vehicles plunged over the edge of the washed-out road and careened into the creek 

bed below. All but one of the vehicles was swept down the creek and into several 

hundred feet of water of the adjacent fiord.  

 

Shortly afterwards Cst. Thomas Hansen, a member of the Squamish Detachment, and Lt. 

Gary Robson of the Squamish Fire Department arrived on the scene and saw an 

overturned van in the creek. It was nearly covered in mud and has a large boulder nearly 

one-third the size of the vehicle, lying on top of it. 

 

Armed with flashlights Cst. Hansen and Lt. Robson waded into the rushing water and 

deep mud to check for survivors and heard faint cries for help from inside the van. 

Unable to pry open the door, Lt. Robson cut through layers of metal and plywood to 

create a small opening into the van. Inside he found a sixteen-year-old girl who was 

nearly submerged in mud and debris. Despite the fact that another slide could occur at 

any moment and sweep the vehicle into the sea, Lt. Robson entered the van in an attempt 

to dismantle a fridge that was preventing the girls escape. When Lt. Robson realized he 

could not free the victim because she was trapped, Cst. Hansen entered the vehicle and, 

submerged himself in the mud, to free her ankle. Then the two rescuers pulled the 

exhausted girl from the van and moved her to a waiting ambulance.  On December 9, 

1983 both men were awarded the Medal of Bravery. 

 

On November 21, 1988 Constable Thomas Richard Hansen MB earned his second Medal 

of Bravery. 

 

In 2002 Staff Sergeant Hansen retired from the RCMP after 25 years’ service. 

 

October 29th  
 

1895– Honour Roll Numbers 19, 22, 23. 

 

#605 Sergeant Colin Campbell Colebrook age 33 was murdered near Kinistino, N.W.T, 

by Almighty Voice, a Cree Indian prisoner who had escaped from the detachment cells. 

Subsequently #3040 John R. Kerr age 29 and #3106 Charles H.S. Hockin age 37 were 

killed while attempting to capture Almighty Voice and his accomplices at Minchinass 

Hills in 1897. 

 

In October 1895, a twenty-two-year-old Cree Indian known as “Almighty Voice” or 

“Jean Baptiste” and a companion killed and butchered an Indian Department cow which 

led to his arrest on the One Arrow Reserve near Batoche, Northwest Territories (now 

Saskatchewan). The offence itself was not considered that serious, earning Almighty 

Voice a sentence of one month’s imprisonment. But his escape that night, resulted in a 

19-month manhunt and the deaths of three policemen and a civilian. 

 

A few days after the escape, Sgt. Colebrook received a tip from a jealous Native, on the 

whereabouts of Almighty Voice and a 13-year-old girl called “Small Face”. Colebrook 



and Scout, Francois Dumont then tracked “Almighty Voice” to Kinistino, fifty miles east 

of Prince Albert. When they caught up to the fugitive, they found him on foot leading a 

horse ridden by Small Face. As Sgt. Colebrook approached the pair, Almighty Voice who 

was armed with a double barrel shotgun yelled out in Cree to “go away”. As Colebrook 

advanced with one hand in the air, calmly calling out to him to stop, Almighty Voice 

raised the weapon and shot Colebrook, knocking him from his horse and killing him 

instantly. Francois Dumont then spurred his horse and rushed back to Duck Lake for 

help. 

 

Almighty Voice went into hiding and all attempts to locate him failed, in spite of the fact 

that a $500 reward was offered for information. It was later discovered that he had been 

hiding out at his mother’s home on the One Arrow Reserve, living for several months in a 

dugout, accessed by a tunnel from under his mother’s bed. 

 

On May 28th, 1897, Corporal Bowridge and Scout Napoleon Venne were investigating 

another case of steer killing and encountered Almighty Voice and two other Indians. In 

the shootout, Scout Venne was seriously wounded. The pair rushed back to Duck Lake to 

advise the detachment of the location of Almighty Voice.  

 

The subsequent search lead by Inspector John B. Allen and Sergeant C.C. Raven and 

eleven men culminated in a standoff at a heavily wooded bluff, at Minchinass, 17 miles 

from Duck Lake. Fearing that Almighty Voice and his accomplices “Going-up-in-the-

Sky” and “Little Salteaux” would escape again, the policemen charged into the woods. In 

the barrage of gunfire Inspector Allen was shot in the arm, Sergeant Raven was shot in 

the thigh and Corporal Charles Hockin took a bullet in the lung. As Hocking lay bleeding, 

Constables John R. Kerr and Andrew O’Kelly rushed the fugitives and Kerr was shot in 

the heart and killed instantly. Hockin was pulled from the battlefield but he died the next 

morning.  

 

At sundown the squad of men pulled back and kept the area surrounded and waited for 26 

additional reinforcements armed with two cannons. At dawn the area was raked by the 

seven and nine-pound guns and after some sporadic gunfire from the fugitives were found 

dead lying in a pit.  

 

Sgt. Colebrook was born in London England, and had joined the NWMP at Fort 

Qu’Appelle, when he was nineteen years old. He had 14 years’ service when he was 

killed. #3106, Corporal Charles Hockin had been a Captain in the Imperial Service in 

England and was the son of a British Admiral. Canadian born #3040, Constable John 

Kerr was from Barryville Ontario where he had worked as a farmer prior to joining the 

Mounted Police. All three men were buried in the police plot at the St. Mary’s Church 

near Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. 

 

1923– The leader of Russian Doukhobor sect, Peter ‘The Lordly’ Verigin was killed 

by a bomb that had been planted in the railroad coach he was traveling in. 

 



1964– Retired Superintendent Henry Asbjørn Larsen the captain of the RCMP 

Schooner St. Roch, died after a brief illness. He was buried in the R.C.M.P. cemetery at 

Regina, Saskatchewan. 

 

At approximately 8:30 pm S/Sgt. Gillespie was contacted by the Whitehorse Tower 

advising him that a Cessna 172 was lost in a snowstorm, somewhere between Watson 

Lake and Whitehorse Yukon. The plane became lost, when its radio compass failed, so 

the pilot, Mr. Doug Schildwatcher climbed to 13,500 feet and requested assistance from 

the Whitehorse Airfield. By 9:15pm Staff Sergeant Gillespie accompanied by Cpl. Gabb, 

was airborne in the RCMP airplane CF-MPL and in radio contact with Schildwatcher. 

Using a VHF direction finder, Gillespie located the Cessna, and then turned on his 

landing lights, which reflected off of the snow, providing a visual beacon for Mr. 

Schildwatcher. With the RCMP plane as a guide, the Cessna was successfully escorted 

back to Whitehorse, preventing an inevitable crash and saving the lives of the pilot and 

his three passengers.  

 

1976– Air Division pilot #21932 Staff Sergeant Dale Gillespie earned a Commanding 

Officer’s Commendation for rescuing a lost pilot.  

 

Constables #38419 Lee Anne Gregor and #43398 Mark N. Plessis encountered the 

fugitives as they entered the town of Creston and began a criminal pursuit. During the 

chase the fugitives pointed a machine gun at the police and were eventually boxed in on a 

dead-end street.  The passenger armed with the machinegun jumped out of the car and 

threatened to shoot the constables. The pair remained calm and the gunman fled into the 

bush. The driver was arrested at the scene and was found to be in possession of a live 

grenade. The gunman was arrested the following day. In recognition of their bravery, and 

calm actions, both constables were awarded the Commanding Officer’s Commendation. 

 

1991– Canada Customs personnel and four civilians were taken hostage and locked in 

a room, by two heavily armed Americans at the Rykerts border crossing in British 

Columbia. The prisoners managed to escape and called the Creston Detachment to report 

the crime. 

 

October 30th  
 

1915– Canada’s 6th Prime Minister, Sir Charles Tupper died at Bexley Heath, Kent 

England. He was born in Amherst, Nova Scotia and had been a medical doctor prior to 

entering politics. As Premier of Nova Scotia (1864-1867) he was one of the Fathers of 

Confederation in 1867. Though he only served as Prime Minister for three months (May 

1 to July 8, 1896), he was a highly regarded and respected politician who held many key 

positions in government. Though his term as Prime Minister of Canada was short his 

marriage to Lady Frances Tupper lasted 65 years. 

 



1917– 29-year old Acting Major George Randolph Pearkes, VC, PC, CC, CB, DSO, 

MC, CD (1888-1984) earns the Victoria Cross at the battle of Passchendaele,Belgium. 

 

After serving two years in the Royal Northwest Mounted Police (RNWMP) Constable 

Pearkes resigned from the RNWMP where he was working in the Yukon to serve in the 

5th Canadian Mounted Rifles, Canadian Expeditionary Force during WWI.  He was 

awarded the Victoria Cross while serving in the 5th 

 

His citation for the Victoria Cross stated “On 30 October1917near Passchendaele, 

Belgium, Major Pearkes, although wounded in the right thigh, continued to lead his men 

with the utmost gallantry, despite many obstacles. It was entirely due to his determination 

and fearless personality that he was able to maintain his objective with the small number 

of men at his command against repeated enemy counter-attacks. His appreciation of the 

situation and the reports rendered by him were invaluable to his commanding officer. He 

showed throughout a supreme contempt of danger and wonderful powers of command 

and leadership.” 

 

He was wounded five times in WWI and received numerous awards and citations. 

 

Pearkes never returned to the Mounted Police. Instead, he had an illustrious career as a 

soldier retiring as a Major General, and then in 1945 he entered politics and was elected 

to represent Nanaimo, British Columbia and was appointed the Minister of Defence in the 

Diefenbaker government. In 1967, he was made a Companion of the Order of Canada and 

in 1968 he became the 20thLieutenant Governor of the Province of British Columbia. 

One of the many honours accorded Pearkes was the naming of a 53’ RCMP Patrol Vessel 

(MP90) after him in 1973.  

 

He died at the age of 95 in 1984 and was buried at Section 4 – West, Holy Trinity 

Cemetery, West Saanich, Sidney, Victoria, British Columbia.  

 

1917– Percy James Belcher, the son of #003 / O.101 Inspector Robert Belcher was 

killed in action at Passchendaele, Belgium. He served as a Captain under his father who 

was the Commanding Officer of the 138thBattalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 

 

1976– The first woman to be sworn in as a Constable in the RCMP, 19-year-old Mary 

“Heather” Ann Phyllis (Souva) (1955-2013) resigned this day to get married. Phyllis had 

joined the Force on September 14th, 1974 and resigned two years later to start a family. 

She died at the age of 58 in Winnipeg. Her ashes were scattered in Scotland. 

 

1987– Constable Renald Gosselin, a member of the Petticodiac NB Detachment is 

invested as a Serving Brother of the Order of St. John by the Governor General of 

Canada, Jeanne Sauve at a ceremony held at the Notre Dame Basilica in Ottawa. 

 



1992– While in Iqaluit NWT, Indian Affairs Minister Tom Siddon signs the accord 

with the Inuit, to finance the creation of a 2.2 m sq km Eastern Arctic territory of 

Nunavut. With the accord the Inuit people gain clear title to 350,000 sq km, of land and 

receive $1.15 billion in grants over 14 years. 


