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Former RCMP Larry Burden, Sgt. (Rtd. #35982), has spent over ten years 
researching and summarizing these achievements/events by specific date.   
 
In an effort to share his research to a large group, Larry has agreed to permit the 
RCMP Veterans’ Association, Ottawa Division to share his work on our digital 
platforms (Facebook and our website). 
 
If you wish to contact Larry Burden or provide additional information about his 
research, please email him at larryburden8@gmail.com. 

 

November 1st  
 

1880 - Acheson Gosford Irvine becomes the third Commissioner and serves until 

March 31, 1886. 

 

1963 - George Brinton McClellan becomes the twelfth Commissioner and serves until 

Canada’s Centennial year and retires August 14, 1967. 

 

1910 - #4817 Constable Edwin Smith was awarded $25 from the Fine Fund to for his 

efficient work in the arrest of a horse thief, in southern Alberta. 

 

2005 - #35982 Corporal Lawrence Allen Burden was presented with the 

Commissioners Commendation for Outstanding Service by Commissioner Giuliano 

Zaccardelli at an awards ceremony in Vancouver BC. For several years Corporal Burden 

had represented the RCMP on an advisory committee to the Canadian Coast Guard and 

he discovered that Canadian built boats were not required to have any hidden 

identification that would assist in identifying stolen boats. After bringing this issue to the 

attention of the Coast Guard, he was instrumental in getting the construction regulations 

changed to require boat manufacturers to include extra identification in their products. 

 

November 2nd 
 

1959 - #18759 Constable John Ross and #20318 Constable R.A. Harris were 

patrolling near Uranium City, Saskatchewan on bitterly cold night when they encountered 

a water-soaked couple standing on the road. Reverend Allen Shanks explained how their 

car had slid off road and broke through the ice on Martin Lake and sank. The two officers 

stripped off their outer clothes and dove into the frigid water and rescued Mrs. Donalda 



MacDonald from the vehicle. Constable Ross then rushed her to the hospital while Harris 

remained at the scene in frozen clothing to wait for a tow truck. Unfortunately, three 

other passengers trapped inside the vehicle did not survive. In recognition of their bravery 

both Constables were awarded Commissioners Commendations. 

 

While on duty in Fairview, Alberta, Constable Mundle and LaHaie, attended to the scene 

of a fire in a mobile home. Having been advised by bystanders that the owner of the 

home was still inside the home, the officers made two attempts to enter entered burning 

trailer but were forced back by the heavy toxic smoke. Constable Mundel then smashed 

out the kitchen windows, resulting in the flames increasing but the smoke cleared enough 

that Constable LaHaie was able to see the unconscious man lying on the floor in the 

kitchen. She ran inside and grabbed onto the unconscious man and shortly afterwards was 

joined by Constable Mundle. Blinded by the smoke, the two members became disoriented 

and finally managed to locate the exit where others assisted them in completing the 

rescue. Despite their valiant efforts, the man subsequently died of his injuries.  

 

1996 - On this day Constables #44783 Valerie Ann LaHaie and #44509 Brent J. 

Mundle earned the Medal of Bravery. 

 

November 3rd 
 

1873 - The first 150 members of NWMP were sworn in as official members of the 

North West Mounted Police at Lower Fort Garry Manitoba by O.2½** William Osborne 

Smith. Though this was the date they were “sworn in” most had been hired a month 

earlier on October 4th at Collingwood, Ontario, before they were sent to Manitoba to 

begin their training.  

 

Recruits had to be of sound constitution, able to ride, active and able-bodied, between the 

ages of 18 and 40, and literate in either English or French.  

 

Pay was 75 cents per day but did not begin until they reached Fort Gary and were sworn 

in. Upon successful completion of service, the men would be eligible for a land grant of 

160 acres in the North-West Territories.  

 

The place of origin for 245 of the original members was recorded. Of them, 167 were 

Canadian, 43 were from Great Britain, 20 from Ireland, 1 from the Channel Islands, 1 

from Jamaica, 7 from the USA. 4 men represented Continental Europe from France, and 

one each from Germany and Bohemia. 

 

**Officer numbers did not exist until about 1900 when such things as duplicate names 

began creating file problems, which explains why Commissioner Smith’s officer 

regimental number was O.2 ½ . When the Force began assigning officer numbers, they 

attempted to go back to day one and issue them in sequence but missed three men. To try 



and correct the error they squeezed the missing officers into the sequence as .5 or 1/2 

numbers. Smith was actually the 3rd officer to be hired for the new police force. 

 

1933 - The RCMP Patrol Cruiser “Alchasse” arrested a speedboat off of St. Joachim 

Quebec that was smuggling 345 gallons of alcohol. 

 

1973 - Despite the fact that a Spruce Grove, Alberta mobile home was engulfed in 

flames, #28214 Constable Garry Radford entered the burning trailer and rescued a 

woman who was unconscious inside. Having located the victim, he carried her to an open 

window and pushed her out and immediately followed as the trailer exploded in flames. 

He was later awarded a Commissioners Commendation for Bravery. 

 

1988 - The Medal of Bravery was earned by #24439 Corporal Brian Hugh Stephenson 

for saving a woman from a burning building. Corporal Stephenson crawled through a 

broken window into a smoke-filled house trying to locate the person trapped on the 

second floor. Due to the heavy smoke, he was forced to retreat twice for air, but finally 

reached the unconscious victim and brought her to a window where he was assisted by 

#26645 Norman Thomson and a fireman.  

 

1991- Multiple murder Allan Legere is convicted of four counts of first-degree murder 

in the beating deaths of three women and a Catholic priest during a reign of terror in the 

Miramichi region of New Brunswick.  

 

1993 - A Commanding Officer’s Commendations for outstanding service was 

awarded to #22263 / O.1524 Inspector Brian E. Robinson and #26110 Staff Sergeant 

Martin J. Kerelchuk because of their exceptional leadership in the investigation of a 

murder of a16 year old girl in Manitoba. 

 

November 4th  
 

1913 - On this day in 1913, Constables #3775 Charles Harper and #5591 Frederick 

Stevenson set out on a three-month trek to retrieve a young girl who had been reported 

abducted by a trapper named Asa Hunting.  

 

It was alleged that Hunting had abducted sixteen-year-old Mildred Shaw and taken her to 

his trap line in the Porcupine River area near present-day Grand Prairie. After nearly two 

months of searching, the constables located the pair on December 22nd and arrested 

Hunting. Nearly one month later they delivered their suspect and the alleged victim to 

Saskatoon Lake detachment where they were brought before a judge. After listening to 

the evidence, the judge handed Hunting a suspended sentence and on July30th, 1914 the 

accused and his kidnap victim were married!  



 

For their efforts in tracking the pair and bringing them before the courts both constables 

were awarded $50 from the Fine Fund. 

 

1949 - A Commendation is issued to #14853 Constable William Parsons for his 

investigation of a safe breaking at Imperial Bank in Yellowknife NWT. His efforts 

resulted in the recovery of the stolen property and the conviction of three accused.  

 

1982 - The Ontario Supreme Court orders the extradition of Canadian citizen Albert 

Helmut Rauca to West Germany; charged in connection with murder of over 11,000 

Lithuanian Jews in World War II; first extradition of a Canadian accused of war crimes. 

 

1990 - A Commanding Officers Commendation for bravery was earned by Constable 

#36603 L. Grant McCulloch for his restraint and arrest of a schizophrenic man who was 

choking a police dog “Jake” near Merritt, BC. 

 

November 5th  
 

1939 - The National Research Council in Ottawa first broadcasts its official time 

signal at EXACTLY 1:00 pm Eastern Standard Time. 

 

1941- Honour Roll Number 103. 

 

During World War 2 the RCMP hired many special constables for use as guards at vital 

domestic installations. 58-year-old #S/3185 S/Constable Joseph Henry Kent a veteran 

of the Great War was assigned to guard Bridge No.4 on the Welland Ship Canal, at St. 

Catharines, Ont. At approximately 11:50 pm, he was walking home at the end of his shift 

when he was run over by a 1930 Chrysler that had traveled 130 yards after jumping the 

curb. Hit from behind Constable Kent was knocked unconscious after receiving two 

broken legs and a cerebral hemorrhage. He was immediately transported to the nearby 

hospital in a patrol car driven by Sergeant E. Anstead but died enroute. The driver, 

Harold Jacobs was charged with manslaughter. 

 

Special Constable Kent had only been married for 8 short months and was buried in the 

Victoria Lawn Cemetery in St. Catharines, Ontario. 

 

1958 - The last body of the 74 miners killed in the Springhill Mine disaster that 

occurred on October 23 is finally removed from the mine. 

 



1960 - Commissioners Commendations along with $25 grants from the Fine Fund 

were issued to nine members who were involved in a stakeout and gun battle at a 

farmhouse near Edmonton Alberta.  

 

Police received a tip that a group of armed men planned to enter a farm house 30 miles 

west of Edmonton Alberta and rob the elderly residents of a large sum of money. The 

Edmonton General Investigations Section headed by #13382/O.537 Staff Sergeant 

Waldemer Werner Peterson had other plans for the robbers.  

 

The elderly couple were removed to safety and replaced by #15225 / O.565 Sergeant 

Peter Wright, Corporals #14430 John D. Kennedy, #16915 / O.643 Thomas S. Venner, 

#17484 / O.668 Victor G. P. Irving and Constables #17703 Allen S. Cedar, #17068 Harry 

P. Greaves, #17455 Dennis Norton and #18440 Derlin C. Dillabaugh. 

 

When the three-armed men entered the building, they were ordered to drop their guns by 

the waiting policemen. Instead of complying, the trio began shooting at the police 

officers. Constable Cedar was struck in the chest, but his life was saved because he was 

wearing a bulletproof vest, which was a rarity in 1960. Several shots were fired in the 

dark farmhouse and in the ensuing struggle two of the suspects were arrested. The third 

suspect managed to get outside where the gun battle continued and finally ended when 

Constable Norton was able to subdue and arrest him.  

 

#30408 Constable Graham Holmes while assisting Calgary Immigration Officers went to 

search a home in Calgary Alberta for illegal immigrants. When the officers entered the 

residence one of the suspects fled. Constable Holmes caught him and, in the struggle, to 

arrest him, was stabbed with a knife.  

 

1981 - Two youths received commendations from the RCMP for assisting a Constable 

who had been stabbed. 

 

Although he had been stabbed, Holmes continued to fight with the suspect in an effort to 

subdue him. Witnessing the struggle, brothers Keith and Ken Dussome age 15 and 17 

jumped into the fray and assisted Holmes in handcuffing the suspect.  

 

2001 - Police Dog handler #36090 Constable William Finney accompanied by #41257 

Constable Roland Wallis were tracking a suspect in the mountains of the Hemlock 

Valley, near Mission BC when they became stranded on a mountain ridge in a sudden 

snowstorm. At the beginning of the search the two officers had no way of knowing that 

the pursuit of their quarry would lead them into the rugged mountain wilderness or that 

they would become stranded by the weather. They were not dressed for the severe winter 

weather and were in danger of perishing. 

 

In spite of the extreme weather conditions, RCMP helicopter pilot #39446 Corporal 

Dwayne Harlem Jennings volunteered to transport a search team to the area to participate 



in a rescue his comrades.  After locating the two officers and their dog on a precipice, 

Corporal Jennings managed to skillfully maneuver his helicopter, so that the tip of one 

skid rested on the mountain face and the search members could exit the hovering 

helicopter. Corporal Jennings repeated the tricky maneuver three times, so he could off-

load personnel and supplies.  And then repeated the process to reload the rescuers and the 

three stranded victims and then flew them back to safety. 

 

Had Corporal Jennings not volunteered to fly in very adverse conditions, the two 

constables and their police dog could have perished.  

 

For his bravery and outstanding flying ability, Corporal Jennings received the 

Commissioners Commendation for Bravery, the Treasury Board Award of Excellence 

and the Meritorious Service Medal. 

 

2007 - Honour Roll Number 220 

 

#54592 Constable Douglas Scott was killed while responding to a report of a possible 

impaired driver in Kimmirut, Nunavut. 

 

After graduating from the RCMP Training Academy twenty-year-old Dougie Scott was 

posted to the remote “dry” (alcohol is banned) Arctic community of Kimmirut on Baffin 

Island (formerly known as Lake Harbour) population 425 people. After working in Iqaluit 

for five months, he was transferred to the two-man detachment and had been there for a 

few weeks when he was dispatched to a complaint about a possible impaired driver. At 

11:02 p.m. Cst. Scott advised the dispatcher that he was responding to the call. Despite 

repeated attempts to contact him shortly afterwards nothing further was heard from him.   

 

Witness later reported that 37-year told Pingoatuk Kolola, known locally as “Ping,” had 

threatened his pregnant girlfriend, Oolitua Judea after drinking a bottle of vodka that she 

had hid from him in their house. She fled the house around 10:30 p.m. and fled to Lloyd 

McDougall, the local by-law officer’s house and told him that he was drunk and 

threatening her. Meanwhile Ping was racing around the community with his nine-month-

old son in his pickup truck at high speeds and honking his horn. 

 

Cst. Scott, along with two of Ping’s co-workers found him and attempted to chase him 

down with the police vehicle and snowmobiles, with the intention of catching him and 

calming him down. The pursuit ended near Ping’s residence where he and the patrol car 

crashed. Ping then climbed out of his truck and with his child in one arm and a hunting 

rifle in the other. He then walked over to Constable Scott’s vehicle and shot him in the 

head through the passenger-side window. 

 

One of the co-workers involved in the chase then rushed over to Lloyd McDougall’s 

house and told him what had happened and that Cst. Scott had been murdered.  

McDougall raced over to the scene and found Kolola’s pickup; crashed into a new home 

under construction a short distance from Cst. Scott’s truck. McDougall went over to the 

patrol vehicle and found Cst. Scott’s lifeless body slumped over the steering wheel. Lloyd 



McDougall would later tell the media “The constable didn’t do anything to defend 

himself, because the shooter had his baby in his arms. Doug didn’t want to hurt the 

baby.” 

 

McDougall then drove to the RCMP house and advised Doug’s partner about the tragedy. 

He in turn rushed to the scene and confirmed the murder and advised the dispatcher of 

what had transpired and requested the emergency response team be flown to the scene. 

 

By then Ping had barricaded himself inside the duplex along with his son and his boss, 

Kolola Pitsulakwho had come to the scene to try and talk him into releasing the baby and 

surrendering. By 12:30 a.m., the Emergency Response Team from Iqaluit had arrived by 

plane and surrounded Ping Kolola’s home and the efforts to have him surrender 

continued until 4:10 a.m. when he finally surrendered to police and flown back to 

Iqualuit. 

 

Known as the “friendliest town in the North”, the community of Kimmirut overnight 

became a place of confusion, sorrow and anger. Although Cst. Scott had only been a 

resident of Kimmirut for a few weeks, he had already gained the respect of the 

community, especially the children. The local school principal had dubbed him the “Pied 

Piper of Kimmirut” because every time he appeared in public; throngs of kids would 

follow him around. The next day the citizens of the town, hand in hand surrounded the 

detachment in a gesture of community support and genuine empathy over the loss of this 

fine young man.  

 

On March 12th Nunavut court Justice Robert Kilpatrick addressing Kolola directly, said 

“You are not, sir, a monster, but you are a man who has failed to address your inner 

demons,” For this, you will now pay a most terrible price.” He then sentenced Pingoatuk 

Kolola to life in prison without eligibility of parole for 25 years. In October 2013, Kolola 

appealed the decision and tried to have the conviction quashed by claiming the trial judge 

had erred in his instructions to the jury. His appeal was rejected by the Nunavut Court of 

Appeal, which stated there was no merit to the grounds of appeal. 

 

Two weeks after his death Constable Douglas Allen Scott Jr. was laid to rest in his home 

town of Lyn, (Brockville) Ontario. The funeral procession to the Wall Street United 

Church was led by pipers from the RCMP, OPP, Toronto Police and U.S. Border Patrol 

and followed by a convoy of motorcycles while a mounted honour guard escorted his 

hearse. The streets were lined with hundreds of residents who watched the solemn parade 

of hundreds of uniformed men and women from numerous agencies that filled two full 

blocks follow behind. His parents, Doug and Marla, and younger brothers Chad and 

Layne survived him.  

 

Three years after of the death of Constable Doug Scott Jr., 300 people including several 

members of the Force gathered at the ballpark that was renamed in his honour in his 

hometown of Lyn, Ontario and unveiled a monument and new entrance gate for the 

“Douglas A. Scott Jr. Memorial Park”. 

 



November 6th  
 

1873 - Three days after the first recruits were sworn into the NWMP, Sir John A. 

Macdonald Canada’s first Prime Minster resigned and was replaced by Alexander 

Mackenzie. 

 

1978 - The Royal Canadian Humane Society Bronze Medal is awarded to #25756 

Constable Gerald Moen for helping Mr. Mel Dyck, escape from his burning car he was 

driving near Red Deer, Alberta. 

 

1984 - Former Saskatchewan cabinet minister Colin Thatcher is found guilty of 

murdering his ex-wife Joanne because he was angry that he had to pay her $820,000 in a 

divorce settlement. Initially he tried to hire someone to kill her but when that failed, he 

smuggled a gun into Canada and shot her himself. He was sentenced to life in prison. 

 

November 7th  
 

1874 - After being ordered to return to Winnipeg, Commissioner French and “D” 

Division arrived back at Fort Garry having marched 1,959 miles across the prairies and 

back.  

 

1958 - Honour Roll Number 81.   

 

The first Mountie killed in Newfoundland. 

 

On this day #20307 Constable John Terrence Hoey age 21 was shot and killed at 

Botwood, Newfoundland. Constable Hoey had graduated basic training in Regina only 

three weeks earlier. 

 

A waitress at the Harbourview Cafe in Botwood, contacted the police to report that the 

cafe she worked at was unexpectedly closed when she had reported for work. Third Class 

Constable Hoey and #19393 Constable Amadee Arthur ‘Red’ Bowen drove to the scene 

to investigate but could get no response from within. The officers knew that the owner 

Tom Ling lived inside and when they could get no response from inside, they returned to 

the detachment to discuss the matter with senior constable L. Robert Healy.  

 

The three officers then returned to the café and getting no answer to their knocks and 

fearing that something had happened to Mr. Ling, they climbed inside the building 

through a window. After they had entered the building, they discovered that the door to 

the residence had been barricaded and could hear incoherent talk from within. Then 

suddenly and without warning a shotgun blast was fired through the door hitting 



Constable Hoey in the chest killing him instantly. Then a second shot was heard, Mr. 

Ling had committed suicide.  

 

The man had cut short the life and career of Constable Hoey who had graduated from 

basic training in Regina only three weeks earlier. His body was returned to his family, 

where he was buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery, in Peterborough, Ontario. 

 

1976 - Commanding Officers Commendations are issued to #29050 A.H. Arsenault 

and #32509 Stephen M. Harrison after they disarmed two men who had gone on a 

shooting spree in Pelican Narrows, Manitoba. The two suspects had fired over 28 rounds 

into five occupied houses and six other buildings. 

 

1983 - #27229 Constable Peter G. Sharp and #21644 Sergeant Glenn Madsen attended 

to a complaint involving a suicidal man in North Vancouver BC. The man who was 

suffering from physical illness and depression had been drinking and was armed with a 

.37 and .3030 caliber rifle. After a considerable amount of time Constable Sharp managed 

to talk his way into the apartment and when he gave the man a cigarette, he succeeded in 

jumping him and both he and Madsen disarmed him. Constable Sharp’s patience and 

courage was acknowledged by the awarding of a Commanding Officers Commendation.  

 

2002 - #36517 Constable Glen Beattie of the Kamloops BC detachment spotted the 

suspect from a Williams Lake, home invasion and when he attempted to stop the suspect, 

a criminal pursuit ensued. The chase ended at Savona, 28 miles west of Kamloops when 

the suspect wrecked his vehicle going through a roadside ditch. The suspect then pulled 

out a sawed-off shotgun and threatened to kill him. Constable Beattie calmly talked the 

gunman into dropping the firearm and surrendering. On November 4th, Constable Beattie 

was issued the Commanding Officer’s letter of appreciation and on November 1st,, 2005 

he was presented the Commissioners Commendation for Bravery. 

 

November 8th  
 

1902 - Doukhobors’ were Russian peasants who abandoned the Orthodox Church and 

were named “douko-borets,” meaning “spirit wrestlers.” Their Christian beliefs led them 

to adopt principles of pacifism, communal living, the sharing of the possessions, the 

rejection of church and state authorities, and vegetarianism. 8,000 Doukhobors had 

migrated from Russia to Canada in 1899 and settled in Saskatchewan. Not long after 

arrival, they were advised by the Canadian government that titles to their settled lands 

would be granted only upon their signing of an oath of allegiance to the Crown of British 

Empire. Most of them refused to sign the oath.  

 

In 1900, the Doukhobors presented a petition to the Canadian government, demanding 

exemption from the law: along with their intent to disobey Canadian laws. In addition, 

they stated that they would refuse to individually register their lands, decline to register 



marriages and divorces or report births and deaths. In 1902 they began to march in protest 

hoping to convince the government to cede to their demands with the intention of 

converting the world to their faith and finding a new Promised Land.  

 

When six hundred members decided to do a pilgrimage to the east, they were met on this 

day in Minnedosa Manitoba by a contingent of Mounties. The marchers refused to 

disperse and return to their communes in Saskatchewan, so physical force had to be used 

to load over 450 Doukhobor men and women into railroad cars. They were then 

transported under guard back to Yorkton, Saskatchewan, where they were made to return 

home on foot. 

 

1933 - A Commissioners Commendation was issued to #11347 Constable William 

H.A. Hanna after he attended to a complaint of a man who was threatening his family 

with a shotgun. When he arrived at the suspect’s residence in the Scapa District near 

Hanna, Alberta he was confronted by the man wielding the shotgun. Constable Hanna 

then wrestled the weapon from the gunman’s hands and promptly arrested him.  

 

Ten years later Corporal Hanna became the first Mountie to travel the Alaska Highway in 

his own car. He had been transferred from “K Division” (Alberta) to “M Division” 

(Yukon) and the1500 mile trip took five days to complete.  

 

1955 - RCMP seize 16 kg of pure heroin on a freighter at Pointe-au-Père. 

 

1966 - A Commissioners Commendation for Bravery was issued to #16586 Constable 

Rodney Vallance Alcock While on patrol in Prince Rupert BC he checked Karlo 

Hegedus, a suspect in a break and enter. Alcock invited the suspect into his police car and 

was questioning him as he drove through town. Suddenly the suspect jumped out of the 

moving car and ran off. Constable Alcock left his vehicle and chased after the suspect 

who suddenly turned around and fired a .455 caliber revolver, narrowly missing him. 

Alcock then pounced on the suspect and with the help of two teenagers, Mario Paolinelli 

and Ivan Rhyno he wrestled the gun from him and placed him under arrest. Karlo 

Hegedus received a four year sentence for “intent to wound.” 

 

1990 - Commanding Officers Commendations were issued to Constables #33931 C.D. 

Seafoot and #38504 Douglas J. Wasylenki for arresting an armed man after six-hour 

stand-off in a domestic dispute, in the remote community of Janvier, Alberta. 

 

November 9th  
 

1942 - On this day during World War II a Nazi secret agent named Werner von 

Janowski came ashore near the Gaspé town of New Carlisle after being delivered by 



submarine U-518. Within twelve hours he was captured due to his strong accent and out-

of-place possessions.  

 

After being captured, the RCMP decided to “turn” him and become their first double 

agent. With the passage of time, it appeared that he may have been a triple agent and that 

was the German plan in the first place. In 1996 author Dean Beeby published Cargo of 

Lies: The true Story of a Nazi Double Agent in Canada in which he detailed the events 

surrounding this story. 

 

1970 - Surrey B.C. members responded to a domestic disturbance where a mother had 

reported that her distraught son had fled her house with a rifle after he threatened to kill 

his wife and himself. As the supervisor #15736 Sergeant Arnold McPherson left the 

house the suspect drove by honking his horn at the police. The sergeant then followed the 

man in his car and 100 yards down the road the suspect stopped and jumped from his 

vehicle and aimed the rifle at the policeman.  

 

After a tense standoff the gunman jumped back into his car and sped off and shortly 

thereafter fled from his car on foot into the bush. After a search of the area with a police 

dog failed to locate the man, constables #27665 John W. Clarke and #27842 K. L. Smith 

were sent to his house and they hid inside to await his return. Shortly thereafter the man 

kicked in the door to his house and threatened to shoot Constable Clarke with the rifle. As 

he stepped forward, Constable Smith grabbed the barrel of the rifle and the two officers 

subdued him. He received a six-month sentence for pointing a firearm. Both constables 

were later awarded Commanding Officers Commendations for bravery.  

 

1973 - Commendations for bravery were issued to #18887 / O.959 Victor Edwards 

along with #20064 Dennis Roberts and #25458 / O.1646 Maurice Riou after they arrested 

an armed man who had shot and wounded Constable Roberts and two civilians at 

Williams Lake, BC. 

 

1976 - #23101 Corporal Robert C. Henderson and Constable #28498 Richard A. 

Bourgoin (Honour Roll Number 175) saved a man from a smoke-filled room in Swift 

Current, Saskatchewan. Both men and were awarded St John Ambulance Meritorious 

Certificates. 

 

1979 - A gunman went into the Caisse Populaire (Credit Union) in the New 

Brunswick village of St. Basile and after firing a warning shot into the ceiling, demanded 

money. He then made his escape in a getaway car driven by his accomplice. An hour and 

a half later the pair ran a police roadblock near the village of Green River. #22674 

Sergeant L.H. Armstrong then pursued the culprits in a high-speed chase at speeds 

exceeding 110 miles per hour. During the criminal pursuit the bank robber crawled into 

the back seat of the car and began shooting at Armstrong with a high-powered rifle. The 

pursuit continued until the suspect vehicle skidded into the ditch. As Anderson brought 

his vehicle to a halt 75 feet away the gunman fired three more shots at him before the pair 



began to run towards the bush. When Sergeant Armstrong ordered the men to stop, the 

gunman turned and took aim at him with the rifle. Before the suspect could shoot, 

Armstrong fired his revolver twice and wounded both men. The wounded men were then 

arrested and transported to hospital. On June 17, 1980 Sergeant L.H. Armstrong was 

awarded the Commissioners Commendation for Bravery. 

 

1982 - Former FLQ terrorist leader Yves Langlois returns to Quebec from exile. 

 

1983 - #29714 Corporal Rick W. McKillican received a Commissioners 

Commendation for outstanding service for working undercover and pretending to be a 

high-level drug trafficker gaining the trust of psychopathic murder suspect. He was so 

convincing that over time he won the confidence of the suspect who eventually took him 

to where he had buried the victim. 

 

1986 - Special Constable Denis Chausse’ a member of the Executive/Diplomatic 

Protection Section, earned a Commissioners Letter of Appreciation for his role in 

apprehending two armed men in a shopping mall in Hull Quebec. Chausse’ was off duty 

when he noted the two men flee from a store and though he was unarmed, he confronted 

the pair, identifying himself as a peace officer and ordering them to stop. The pair split up 

and ran off in different directions, so with the help of mall security he chased after the 

men and arrested them. 

 

November 10th  
 

1896 - Honour Roll Number 21. 

 

#857 Sergeant William Brock Wilde was killed by fugitive murderer Charcoal, near 

Dry Forks, on the Kootenai River, N.W.T., while attempting to arrest him. 

 

An Indigenous man named Charcoal went on a murderous rampage after he caught his 

wife having an affair with another Indigenous male. When the couple refused to stop the 

affair, Charcoal killed his wife’s lover, “Medicine Pipe Stem”. Charcoal then appeared to 

go crazy. He shot and wounded a former farm instructor and on November 2, 1896, shot 

Sergeant W. Armer while he was watering his horse at the Detachment at Cardston. He 

continued to brag to his people that he was going to kill the local “Indian Agent” and 

Chief Red Crow. A posse was organized and the hunt for Charcoal led to him being 

spotted near Pincer Creek. On November 5th Sergeant Wilde, the local Detachment 

Commander, joined the posse and five days later they closed in on the fugitive. As the 

posse comprised mostly of local Indigenous closed in on him, Charcoal yelled to them 

that he had no quarrel with his own people, therefore the men stayed back as Sergeant 

Wilde rode up to him alone. With revolver in hand, the sergeant rode up to Charcoal and 

ordered him to stop. When Sergeant Wilde was approximately eight feet away, Charcoal 

turned and fired his rifle that was concealed beneath a blanket.  Sergeant Wilde was 



struck in the chest, knocking him from his horse. It is said that Charcoal then stood over 

the wounded policeman and shot him again in the stomach. Leaving the dead man in the 

snow, Charcoal rode off on the policeman’s horse. 

 

Two days later Charcoal arrived at his brother’s home and unbeknown to him they had 

promised the police that they would turn Charcoal in. The brothers and their wives 

jumped him and tied him up, then turned him over to the authorities.  On March 16, 1897 

Charcoal, a.k.a. Bad Young Man, a.k.a. Johnny Dried Meat was sent to the gallows and 

hanged. 

 

Sergeant Brock Wilde a ten-year veteran of the British Calvary had joined the Mounted 

Police to seek adventure. He had served only three years before his death. He was buried 

at the Protestant Cemetery at For MacLeod Alberta. 

 

1918 - One hour before the doctor arrived and his son Arthur was born #4091 

Sergeant Robert White died of the Spanish Influenza. He was one of many victims of the 

great flu epidemic of 1918. 

 

1969 - An extensive ground search was conducted by three Dogmaster’s for the 

occupants of a private aircraft that had crashed into a mountaintop on Roderick Island 

midway between Prince Rupert and Port Hardy BC. 

 

Mr. Edward Hadgkiss, and his passenger Katherin Rheaume, were flying in his from 

Whitehorse to Vancouver when they survived the crash of his Harvard (CF-XEN) 

airplane. Instead of staying with the wreckage to wait for a rescue, the two decided to try 

and hike down to the coastline. When search and rescue personnel located the crash scene 

and found evidence that the pair had left the wreckage dog master’s #19000 Dale Marino, 

#20836 Laurie Marshall and #27147 Brian Boleen were brought in to search for the 

survivors. The trio conducted extensive searches of the area and found equipment the 

survivors had being carrying as they tried to walk to the beach. But despite their efforts, 

no remains of either victim were ever found. The 1989 book “Missing in Life” by Jane 

Gaffin recounts the mystery. 

 

1992 - RCMP Commissioner Norman Inkster is elected to a four-year term as 

President of Interpol, the international police organization. 

 

November 11th  
 

1918 – World War I ends. When the war to end all wars began the Canadian 

Government granted permission to the RNWMP to allow 200 members to transfer to the 

Canadian Expeditionary Force where they were organized into “A” squadron a cavalry 

unit that saw action in France and Belgium. 

 



At least five members were killed in action during the war: 

 

#6886 Everett Kirkpatrick 

 

#7171 Vernon Ward 

 

#7273 William Alexander Pearson 

 

#7501 William John Henderson 

 

#5818 James Edge 

 

#5065 (CEF # 58085) former Constable Frederick Joyce who had served briefly in the 

RNWMP in 1910 was killed in action on the final morning of the war. He is buried at the 

British Cemetery, in Auberchicourt France. 

 

1936 - #11456 Sergeant R.H. Purdy was awarded the St. John Ambulance Society 

Certificate of Merit for saving three people from drowning in the Little Smoky River on 

May 31, 1936. 

 

While off duty, picnicking with friends, Sergeant Purdy swam to the aid of three 

individuals who were attempting to rescue Miss Loreen Hunt who had stepped into deep 

water and had been carried away by the current. After rescuing the victim and one of the 

exhausted rescuers, he recovered the body of a third rescuer and then revived him by 

performing artificial respiration. Unfortunately, the father of the victim drowned 

attempting to rescue her and his body was recovered a few days later. 

 

1980 - Commanding Officers Commendations were for bravery was earned by 

Constables #25686 Ronald Wagg and #35793 S.R. Ivany after they responded to a family 

dispute complaint in Lower Northfield, Nova Scotia. Upon their arrival they found a 

woman holding onto the barrel of the shotgun her husband was pointing at her. Constable 

Wagg rushed in and wrestled the weapon away from the gunman and then assisted by 

Constable Ivany who had only been out of basic training for12 days had to defend 

themselves from other family members who turned on the police officers. 

 

November 12th  
 

1894 - #3063 Constable Samuel Knight is brought up on charges of neglect of duty 

and then summarily dismissed from the Mounted Police by the Commissioner. Constable 

Knight’s crime was, allowing a barrel of beer to be stolen while he was in charge of the 

guard. His career was brought to an abrupt end after only seven months of service and 

resulted in a dry spell in the canteen! 

 



1971 - Brandishing 54 sticks of dynamite and a shotgun, Paul Joseph Cini hijacks an 

Air Canada flight over the prairies but is subdued and arrested. 

 

1979 - Honour Roll Numbers162 and 163. 

 

Twenty-six-year-old #30749 Constable Gordon Alfred Brooks and # S/623 Special 

Constable Ningeoseak Etidloi age 41 drowned near Cape Dorset, Baffin Island N.W.T. 

 

Constable Brooks along with Special Constable Etidloi set off from Cape Dorset in a 

twenty-four-foot freighter canoe powered by a 50 hp engine, accompanied by Inuit 

hunters in four other freighter canoes. Brooks was going to conduct an investigation 

while Etidloi and several other Inuit hunters were going to hunt walrus. Later in day, the 

weather turned bad and the canoes became separated in the rough sea, when they tried to 

regroup, they discovered that the canoe with the two constables and two Inuit hunters had 

capsized in the storm. Searchers found the capsized canoe along with several pieces of 

floating gear and evidence that they had succeeded in getting a walrus. An extensive 

search of the area only located the bodies of the Cst. Brooks, Special Constable Etidloi’s 

body and the two Inuit hunter’s bodies were never found. 

 

Gordon Alfred Brooks joined the RCMP in 1973 he was married and had a seven-month-

old daughter. He is buried in the Eagle Valley District Cemetery at Sicamous, British 

Columbia. 

 

Ningeoseak Etidloi joined the RCMP in 1972 and was married with two children. 

 

1992 - Auxiliary Constable S.I. McCormack of the Souris PEI Detachment was 

honoured with a Commanding Officer’s Commendation for his observation skills. 

McCormack observed suspects fleeing from a break and enter in the nearby community 

of Montague. The resulting arrest of the suspects led to the solving of 85 unsolved crimes 

in the area. 

 

November 13th  
 

1943 - The movie “Northern Pursuit” starring Errol Flynn who plays a Mountie and 

poses as a traitor in an attempt to infiltrate a Nazi spy ring is released by MGM. 

 

1968 - The FLQ plant a bomb that explodes at the Domtar factory. 

 

1971 - The Meritorious Certificate from the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of 

St John of Jerusalem was awarded to Constables #24763 Arthur Carter and #24809 

Kenneth O’Brien for saving a life near Regina Saskatchewan. 



 

1972 - After he saved three children and their mother from a house fire at Strathmore, 

Alberta, Cochrane Highway Patrol member #28785 Constable John P. Mills is awarded 

Testimonial Parchment from the Royal Life Saving of Canada. 

 

1987 - Constable J.A.M. Marien of Chilliwack, British Columbia received a 

Commanding Officers Commendation for his work and perseverance in investigating and 

convicting the members of a stolen car ring who were responsible for the theft of 

numerous vehicles throughout 1985. 

 

2000 - The Medal of Bravery and The Commissioner’s Commendation was earned by 

#44373 Guy Joseph Roger Francis Forcier who, while off duty along with two civilians 

tackled and arrested jewelry store robber in Langley, BC. 

 

Armed with a 9mm Colt pistol, a would-be robber entered the Golden Tree Jewelers at 

the Willowbrook Mall, in Langley, British Columbia. The thief ordered the employees to 

fill a duffle bag with $400,000 in high-end jewelry, while he repeatedly threatened them 

with the pistol. The brazen robbery was witnessed by several people in the shopping mall, 

including, mall security officer Mr. Garry Rozak and customer Mr. Clinton Michael 

Douglas Kakoschke and Constable Forcier who was off duty and unarmed. 

 

As the robber attempted to run outside to join his accomplice who was waiting in the 

getaway vehicle, the trio chased and tackled him at the mall’s exit. In the ensuing struggle 

Mr. Kakoschke was pistol-whipped in the head and the robber repeatedly aimed his pistol 

at the other two officers. Undeterred they succeeded in wrestling him to the ground and 

holding him until the local police arrived. Mr. Kakoschke was treated in hospital for his 

injuries, and upon closer examination of the handgun police discovered that the 

ammunition clip had become dislodged during the attempted escape from the jewelry 

store. 

 

On June 25th, 2004 the Governor General of Canada, presented the trio with the Medal of 

Bravery. 

 

2004– Honour Roll Number 205. 

 

#A/9447Auxiliary Constable Glen Evely age 39, was killed when a when the police car 

in which he was riding was struck by a stolen truck that ran a red light in Vernon BC. 

 

#38034 Constable Francois Grenier and Auxiliary Constable Evely were on routine patrol 

in Vernon BC. Earlier in the evening a stolen pickup truck from Armstrong BC had been 

involved in a high-speed pursuit, and the chase had been shut down because of the 

dangerous manner in which the pursued vehicle was driving. 

 



At 3:00 AM the two constables were driving through the intersection of 29th Street and 

30th Avenue, when the same stolen vehicle sped through the red light and broadsided the 

police car. Auxiliary Constable Evely was killed on impact and Constable Grenier was 

seriously injured. 

 

The two occupants of the stolen truck were injured also and taken to the local hospital. 

The 23-year-old driver, Michael Douglas O’Brien was later charged with several criminal 

offenses including criminal negligence causing death. On December 8th, 2004 O’Brien 

was inadvertently released from jail due to the misreading of court documents. By the 

time error was discovered, the accused had fled. A Canada wide warrant was issued for 

his arrest and he was apprehended a few days later in Calgary Alberta. On March 5th, 

2005 Constable Grenier awoke from the coma he had been in since the collision. 

 

Glen Evely was married and had two children; he was employed by the B.C. Forest 

Service and had been an Auxiliary Constable for two years. 

 

2012 - Honour Roll Number 231, Cst. Adrian Johann Oliver 

 

#57673 Cst. Adrian Johann Oliver was working the early morn hours, during a twelve-

hour night shift in Canada’s largest detachment in Surrey, British Columbia. After 

receiving a report of a stolen pick-up truck Cst. Oliver proceeded to search for it in an 

unmarked police car. 

 

At the intersection of 64th Avenue and 148th Street he collided with a semi-trailer truck 

driven by 57-year-old Harjit Singh Lotay that turned left into his path. 

 

An independent investigation into the crash that killed Cst. Oliver resulted in a charge of 

driving without due care and attention being filed against the truck driver, Harjit Lotay. 

But the charge was withdrawn a year later by the British Columbia Prosecution Service. 

In 2014 the Attorney General of Canada sued both Harjit Lotay and his employer for 

damages. 

 

Adrian was 28 years old when he died. In 2009 he and his twin brother Ben followed 

their father’s footsteps and joined the RCMP. Adrian was posted to Surrey and Ben was 

posted to nearby Burnaby, BC. 

 

At the regimental funeral attended by a sea of uniforms Ben told the crowd in the 5500-

seat center, how close he and his twin brother were, “I’ve lost my best friend in the whole 

world,” Ben said. “In 28 years of life, Adrian and I have only been apart for a total of 12 

months. Adrian, thank you for showing me how to be a better son, friend, brother and 

person. I love you.” 

 

Adrian was not only loved by his family, but by everyone he worked with. So much so, 

that to honour him they created the Adrian Oliver Memorial Run which, raises money for 

Honour House a “home away from home and a place for recovery for emergency services 

personnel, Canadian Forces members, veterans and their families.” In the first six years 



of the run over $180,000 was raised for Honour House. Adrian’s father Assistant 

Commissioner Joe Oliver remarked “It has been extremely important to find a way to 

turn Adrian’s tragic death into a legacy that supports others,”. 

 

November 14th 
 

1898 - While transporting the first mail from Dawson City, Yukon Territory, 

Constables #2000 John Richardson and #3078 William Bell were caught on Hootalinqua 

River when the ice broke up and swept them away. As they were being swept 

downstream near 8-Mile cabin, 190 miles from Dawson City they saved themselves 

fromcertaindeath by grabbing hold of some tree branches and climbing up the riverbank. 

Their lives were spared, but all of the mail was lost. 

 

1901 - #3710 Constable Daniel Holland had his finger shot off by an individual, when 

he opened the cabin door to make an arrest at Carcross, Yukon. 

 

1953 - US President Dwight D. Eisenhower addresses the Senate and House of 

Commons. 

 

1960 - A panel of experts, appointed by Ontario’s Attorney General Kelso Roberts, 

finds that D.H. Lawrence’s novel Lady Chatterley’s Lover is not obscene according to the 

Criminal Code. 

 

November 15th  
 

1909 - #3827 Frederick Jarvis is promoted to the rank of Corporal in recognition of 

his outstanding work on the Meese murder case in Quill Lake, Saskatchewan. 

 

1973 - The RCMP Patrol Vessel “Centennial” MP100 is launched at a ceremony 

where Mrs. Higgitt performs the Christening ceremony. The 75’ patrol boat serves on the 

East Coast of Canada until she is de-commissioned on April 5, 1988. 

 

1978 - Canada Post releases a new14¢ postage stamp featuring the RCMP auxiliary 

schooner St. Roch. 

 

1979 - Auxiliary Constable Wayne Bill of Kelowna BC earns his second 

Commanding Officers Commendation for Bravery. The commendation resulted from a 

man coming into the front counter of the detachment armed with a rifle and threatening to 



kill him. Auxiliary Constable Bill leapt over the counter and grabbed the rifle from the 

man and subdued him until other members could rush to his aid. 

 

1989 - Liberal Senator Hazen Argue, is charged by the RCMP with misuse of Senate 

funds. He is the first Canadian Senator to face criminal charges, but he died in 1991 

before his case went to trial. 

 

2004 - The RCMP’s only recipient of the Cross of Valour passed away this day. 57-

year-old #26112 Corporal Robert (Bob) Gordon Teather died from complications related 

to diabetes. He was the only member of the RCMP to ever be awarded the Cross of 

Valour. 

 

The Cross of Valour is awarded for acts of the most conspicuous courage in 

circumstances of extreme peril and replaces the George Medal which, had served that 

purpose until Canada revised its Honours System and sanctioned the Cross of Valour in 

1972. Only 12 people have received this decoration since it was created in 1972, five of 

which were posthumously. Corporal Teather was Canada’s 13th recipient. See September 

26th.  

 

November 17th  
 

1879 - Honour Roll Number 3. 

 

The first Mountie murdered in the line of duty. 

 

#335 Constable Marmaduke Graburn, age 19, who was murdered by a person or 

person’s unknown. 

 

Constable Graburn was on duty guarding horses at the NWMP “Sick Horse camp” in the 

valley of Battle Creek near Fort Walsh, in the Cypress Hills on the Saskatchewan-Alberta 

border. Earlier on the day he was murdered when Constable Graburn had a confrontation 

with a Indigenous man named Star Child. The latter had been hanging around the camp 

begging for food. Graburn had ordered him to leave the camp after calling him a 

“miserable dog”.  When Graburn’s rider less horse returned to Fort Walsh without him a 

search party was organized and sent to find him. #458 (Original Series) Sgt. Robert 

McCutcheon located Graburn’s body at the bottom of a coulee and found that the 

Constable had been shot in the back of the head at close range. Suspicion immediately 

fell on a “Star Child” who had fled to the Bear Paws Mountains in Montana. Several 

attempts to have American authorities arrest and send him back to Canada failed but on 

May 18, 1881, Star Child was spotted at the Blood Camp, twenty-five miles from Fort 

Macleod. Four members, accompanied by Métis Scout Gerry Potts were sent to the camp 

and after a violent struggle they handcuffed and arrested Star Child. With several Blood 

warriors in pursuit the NWMP members rushed him back to Fort Macleod. On October 



18, 1881, Star Child was tried for the murder of Constable Graburn, even though he 

admitted to the murder and the police provided corroborating evidence, the jury of six 

ranchers fearing reprisals acquitted him for lack of evidence. 

 

Marmaduk Graburn was buried in plot eight at Fort Walsh, which is now a National 

Historic Site. Star Child was arrested later for horse theft and sentenced to prison. 

 

1918 - A contingent of cavalry composed of six officers and 184 men known as “B” 

Squadron of the RNWMP under command of #O.123 Superintendent George S. Worsley 

departed for Siberia aboard the RMS “Monteagle”, arriving at Vladivostok Russia on 

December 17. B Squadron had been sent to Russia to support allied intervention in the 

Russian civil war. After spending several months waiting to be utilized they were sent 

back to Regina on July 7th, 1919. Their only casualty was #7501 Cst. William Henderson 

who died of influenza. See December 29,1918. Only a small party of men who stayed 

behind to escort a trainload of the contingent’s horses saw action when they were 

attacked by Red Army partisans. Two of the members were decorated for their actions in 

the attack. 

 

1968 - Commendation for bravery issued to #23779 Cst. Arthur Madrigga who was 

dispatched to the scene of a polar bear attack at the Vocational School in Churchill, 

Manitoba. Upon his arrival he discovered that the bear still had the victim “Pauloosie 

Meeko” in its mouth. To get the bear to release the boy, Cst. Madrigga fired shot in air, 

but the bear carried the boy 70 feet away and then dropped him. The bear then reared up 

and roared as Madrigga took aim and killed the beast. The child was rushed to hospital, 

but unfortunately died of his wounds. 

 

1995 - Constables #38741 Keith Jones and #43937 Tammy Patterson, received 

commendations for disarming a dangerous suicidal man on the Kawacatoose Reserve, 

Sask. 

 

November 18th  
 

1949 - The RCMP begins security screening of employees at the National Film Board 

because the NFB began doing work for the National defense department. 

 

1976 - The Meritorious Life Saving Certificate from the St. John Ambulance was 

awarded to life saving to Alberton Prince Edward Island detachment member #26090 

Constable Robert R. Humes. 

 

1992 - RCMP seize record 4,323 kilos of cocaine with a street value of $2.7 billion. 

The Canadian military, with the help of the US DEA, track the plane from South 



America. When it was inside Canadian air space the military then chased it with jet 

fighters and military helicopters over New Brunswick, and then forced it to land at a 

remote airstrip in Casey Quebec. Two days later a raid was executed on the associated 

processing lab in Laval, Quebec where they arrested four Quebeckers and three 

Columbian nationals. 

 

2001 - #48139 Constable Peter Magdic, age 28, was killed in a police motor vehicle 

accident on Highway 240, approximately 12 kilometers south of Portage la Prairie, 

Manitoba. 

 

He was returning from a routine call on the Long Plain First Nation when his vehicle 

went off the road on curve and rolled over. A passing motorist used the constable’s 

portable radio to call for help discovered his vehicle. Constable Peter Magdic had only 

been in the RCMP since December 2000. He is not listed on the Honour Roll. 

 

November 19th  
 

1902 - Tragedy struck again for Constable #3710 Daniel Holland while paddling 

across the Tagish Lake in the Yukon Territory with former constable #3164 Andrew 

Dickson. (See November 14th, 1901) The two men were paddling separate canoes across 

the lake when the wind speed increased, and Andrew Dickson’s canoe was swamped in 

the rough water while they were several miles from shore. He ended up in the turbulent 

water and slipped below the surface and drowned. There was nothing Constable Holland 

could do. Shortly after experiencing this second tragedy on the same lake, Holland left 

the Force shortly thereafter. 

 

Andrew Dickson had served in the Force from 1896 to 1900 and left to work alongside 

his two brothers running their fishing camp on Tagish Lake. Both of his brothers had 

served in the NWMP as well: #2101 Thomas Alexander Dickson and #2102 Adam 

Dickson. 

 

Daniel Holland died in 1948. He is buried in Melrose, New Brunswick. 

 

1981 - To protest the exclusion of aboriginal rights from Canada’s new constitution, 

over 3,000 Indigenous persons march on Parliament Hill, and in several other sites across 

Canada. 

 

November 20th  
 

1841– Happy Sir Wilfrid Laurier Day 

 



Sir Henri Charles Wilfrid Laurier, Canada’s seventh Prime Minister was born on this day 

in St. Lin, Quebec. He was the countries first francophone prime minister and is 

considered by many to be one of the country’s greatest statesmen. Throughout his career 

he sought to improve relations between the English and French-speaking Canadian. He 

was knighted in 1897. He died of a stroke on 17 February 1919, while he was still in 

office as Leader of the Opposition. His body rests in Ottawa’s Notre Dame Cemetery in a 

stone sarcophagus, adorned by sculptures of nine mourning female figures, each 

representing a province in the Canada. 

 

1969 - FLQ terrorists set off bomb at Montreal’s Loyola College. 

 

1978 - The St John Ambulance Meritorious Certificate was awarded to #31343 David 

E. Grundy for using cardio pulmonary resuscitation to save life of heart attack victim, in 

Yellowknife, NWT. 

 

1995 - Former Prime Minister Brian Mulroney files a $50-million lawsuit against the 

federal Department of Justice and the RCMP. The lawsuit claims that his reputation was 

hurt by a letter sent to Swiss banking authorities by the police who were investigating 

allegations of him receiving a kickback in the sale of 34 Airbus jets to Air Canada in 

1988. 

 

November 21st  
 

1950 - The worst military train accident in Canadian history. 

 

#15596 Constable Abram Willims thought that his term as the relief constable for the 

one-man Blue River detachment was going to be uneventful. Unfortunately, the military 

troop train from Camp Shilo, Manitoba collided head on at Canoe River, BC south of 

Valemount, with the regularly scheduled Canadian National Railways eastbound 

transcontinental passenger train. The military train, carrying 23 officers and 315 men of 

the Second Regiment; Royal Canadian Horse Artillery (2 RCHA) was en-route to Fort 

Lewis Washington, where the men would be conducting winter warfare training before 

being deployed to the Korea War. 

 

Constable Willims was the first member to arrive at the scene where he discovered that 

seventeen soldiers and four train crew personnel had been killed and many others had 

been injured. 

 

Eventually the investigation concluded that the cause of the accident was a dispatching 

error by 22-year-old Alfred John “Jack” Atherton, the telegraph operator at Red Pass 

Junction. He was eventually charged with manslaughter and fired. Member of Parliament 

John Diefenbaker who went on to become Canada’s 13th Prime Minister defended the 



man at his own expense including the $1500 he had to pay so he could become a member 

of the Bar in the Province of British Columbia. 

 

During the trial, the prosecutor, former WWI Colonel Eric Pepler, and British Columbia’s 

deputy attorney general erred when he stated “…in this case we are not concerned about 

the deaths of a few privates going to Korea.” Mr. Diefenbaker took advantage of the 

prosecutor’s unfortunate remark and with as much indignation as he could muster, cried, 

“You’re not concerned about the killing of few privates! Oh Colonel!” The jury 

comprised of at least one veteran, quickly acquitted the accused. 

 

Ironically, 2 RCHA suffered more casualties in the train crash than it did during its first 

year of fighting in Korea. And to add insult to injury, none of the soldiers who were 

killed in this tragedy were ever posthumously awarded the Canadian Volunteer Service 

Medal because they never reached Korea! 

 

Abram Willims served in the RCMP from 1948 to 1975 when he retired as a Sergeant. 

 

1976 - Medal of Bravery Recipient 

 

On this day #28982 Constable Richard Allan Burns rescued a deranged man in Yarmouth 

Nova Scotia who had intentionally set fire to his apartment and locked himself inside. 

When Constable Burns and a local policeman arrived at the scene, they found the man 

sitting in his living room with a container of flammable liquid by his side. As the 

Constables approached the house, the man began spreading gasoline throughout the 

house and then set it on fire. Cst. Burns ran to the back of the building where he broke 

down the door and at great risk to himself, pursued the distraught man through the fire 

and caught him after he broke through the bathroom door. He then dragged the man to the 

back door where others helped him pull the man from the burning building. 

 

Richard Allan Burns, M.B. served in the RCMP from 1971 until he retired in 2003. 

 

1977 - Constable #33618 R.A. MacDonald attended to a complaint of assault at 

Balcarres, Saskatchewan. When he entered a house, a man wielding a knife confronted 

him. Shortly thereafter #22920 Robert Anderson arrived at the scene and the two officers 

successfully convinced the man to surrender. Both members received a Commanding 

Officers commendation for their calm handling of the situation. 

 

1982 - Civilian member Bradley James Bozek earned a Commanding Officers 

Commendation when he prevented the escape of armed and dangerous criminal who had 

overpowered and injured his guard. The escapee had several outstanding criminal charges 

pending including five counts of attempted murder and three armed robberies. 

 

  



November 22nd  
 

1915 - #4054 Sergeant Robert Mundy was awarded $100 from the Fine Fund and 

promoted to Staff Sergeant for his meritorious service in the investigation and conviction 

of George Ball for the murder of William Long, in Whitemud, Saskatchewan. 

 

1966 - Honour Roll Number133. 

 

#23018 Constable Gordon Donald Pearson age 23 was killed by Charles Wilfred Hill, 

when investigating a disturbance, at Winterburn, Alberta. 

 

Shortly after 2:15 AM, Constable Pearson attended to complaint of three men fighting at 

the Holly Esso Café near Winterburn, Alberta. When he arrived, the primary suspect, 

Charles Wilfred Hill, had already left the scene. Pearson interviewed some of the patrons 

and two of the men involved in the fight and was about to leave when Hill walked into 

the café armed with a .303 rifle. Constable Pearson calmly turned to speak with the 

gunman, but before he could say anything or do anything Hill shot him twice, striking 

him in the wrist and the stomach. 

 

Hill then moved about the restaurant and shot and wounded one of the men who was 

involved in the dispute, and then shot another innocent bystander before leaving. A café 

customer, Shirley Parrish knew that Cst. Pearson’s stomach wound was the most serious 

of the three wounded men, and with the help of other patrons loaded Pearson into her car 

and she rushed him to the hospital in Edmonton. Sadly, he died a few hours later. 

 

Hill was arrested the same morning and was later convicted of Pearson’s murder and 

sentenced to hang, but he appealed and received a second trial where he pleaded guilty to 

non-capital murder and was sentenced to life in prison. 

 

Constable Pearson joined the RCMP on April 3, 1963 and was survived by Amy, his wife 

of only three months. He was buried with full honours at the cemetery at Neerlandia, 

Alberta. 

 

1969 - Six members received commendations for capturing an armed youth in a stolen 

truck at Biggar, Saskatchewan. 

 

After the police seized some liquor from a local youth and took him home to his parents, 

the boy ran away in a fit of rage. He then stole his uncle’s pick-up truck and his .22 rifle. 

 

In an attempt to capture the boy, constables #24893 Robert J.E. LeGrouix and #26522 

Roy J.W. Karwaski (Also see May 4, 1980, Honour Roll #164) pursued the boy but he 

ran a roadblock and eventually became stuck when he attempted a U-turn. 

 



After leaving the stolen truck the youth walked towards Constable LeGerouix and refused 

to drop his rifle. As constables #25914 V. Bryan Scowby, and #26375 William H. 

Ellwood arrived on the scene the boy commandeered a passing vehicle and ordered the 

occupants out at gunpoint and sped off towards the town of Biggar. There he ran another 

roadblock manned by Sergeant #18302 Kasimer Klama, and Constable J.P. Brown. 

 

As the vehicle ran through the roadblock Constable Brown fired several shots at the 

fugitives’ tires and then chased after him in his own personal vehicle reaching speeds of 

90 miles per hour. 

 

The pursuit continued on with Browns personal car and several police vehicles until the 

suspect was finally stopped when Constable Ellwood shot out his tires.  Sgt. Klama and 

Constable Ellwood then approached the driver and eventually convinced him to surrender 

after he repeatedly threatened to kill himself. 

 

Sergeant Klama and Constable Ellwood were awarded Commissioners Commendations 

for Bravery along with cheques for $100 from the Fine Fund for their actions. The other 

policemen were awarded Commanding Officers Commendations. 

 

1980 - The Bronze Life Saving Medal was awarded by the Most Venerable Order of 

St. John of Jerusalem to #31134 Constable Terrance A. Cameron, who on this day was 

snowmobiling on, Island Lake, in Manitoba with Band Constable M. Beardy. When 

Constable Beardy’s snowmobile broke through the ice, Constable Cameron risked his life 

to pull his partner out of the water and back to safety. Before the Bronze Medal can be 

awarded it must first be approved by Her Majesty the Queen. 

 

November 25th  
 

1941– Honour Roll Number 70. 

 

#11003 / Constable Charles Floyd Patterson age 34 died, while serving with the 

R.C.M.P. Provost Company, overseas. 

 

Constable Patterson had volunteered for duty with the Number One Provost Corps, which 

was comprised of RCMP members who were transferred to the Canadian Army during 

World War Two.  He was transferred to the Provost Corps on June 12th1940 in the third 

draft of reinforcements and shortly thereafter assigned to Worthing, Sussex England. 

 

#M.40761 Lance Corporal Patterson’s life was cut short by a tragic accident when he 

died of asphyxiation while taking a bath in his billet. 

 

The cause of the tragedy was due to the fact that he was unfamiliar with gas heater in his 

tent and he failed to light one of the gas jets and he succumbed to a buildup of gas fumes. 

The rest of his comrades had turned in for the night after a strenuous day of training and 

he was not discovered until the following morning. 



 

He was buried in the Canadian section of Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey 

England with full military honours. 

 

1946 - The Kings Police and Fire Medal recipient Cpl. Hugh Cecil Russell. 

 

Two well diggers were digging a new well on a farm near the small town of Gunn 

Alberta. When they reached the 45-foot level, 22-year-old Edgar Belrose collapsed after 

being overcome by gas fumes. His partner 21-year-old Kenneth Callioux ran to the farm 

house for help, and he and the farmer then rushed back to the scene and Callioux 

descended into the well to retrieve his partner but was overcome himself and collapsed.  

The farmer then rushed back to the house and called police.  #11973/ O.454 Corporal 

Hugh Cecil Russell along with #13035 Constable John Edward Mead responded to the 

scene after obtaining two 60-foot lengths of rope. 

 

When they arrived, they found steam billowing out of the 24-inch hole into the sub- zero 

prairie air and further complicating the matter. They observed that the boring machine 

that was used to drill the well covered the hole. Cpl. Russell quickly sized up the situation 

and instructed Cst. Mead to supervise the surface operation and he then wrapped a water-

soaked scarf over his mouth and nose and was lowered into the well. 

 

Russell made four attempts into the well before he was able to tie a rope to Callioux’s 

arm and have him raised to the surface. The rescuers then attempted artificial respiration, 

but it was soon obvious that the man was dead. Cpl. Russell then made a fifth decent into 

the well, but he was overcome by the fumes and rendered unconscious. He was pulled 

back to the surface and revived. Cst. Mead then offered to descend into the well, but Cpl. 

Russell refused to let him go because of Mead’s physical stature and the small diameter 

of the shaft would have endangered his life. Russell then returned to the well a sixth time 

and succeeded in attaching a rope to Belrose’s body, but the rope slipped off. After a 

seventh trip into the gas filled well Russell, succeeded in retrieving the second body. 

 

In recognition of his gallantry in risking his life in the slim hope that the victims might be 

saved and entering a well filled with poisonous gas fumes that could cave-in, Corporal 

Russell was awarded the rarely-conferred Kings Police and Fire Medal in November 

1947. 

 

Hugh Cecil Russell joined the RCMP in 1933 and retired as a Superintendent in 1968. 

 

1962 - Marine section members #22138 Corporal John Ernest Samuel Bragg and 

#24323 Constable Leo Alexander Batherson were awarded the Commissioner’s 

Commendation for bravery after they rescued two men from a sinking vessel in 

Malaspina Straits, BC during hazardous storm conditions. 

 

 



November 26th  
 

1971– Honour Roll Number 146. 

 

#22830 Constable Michael Robert Mason age 28, drowned while on duty when the 

private aircraft, in which he was a passenger, crashed into the Courtenay River at 

Courtenay, B.C. 

 

Four police officers from the Victoria area were flying to Campbell River in a rented 

Cessna 172 airplane to interview a suspect in a series of thefts. Two officers including the 

pilot were from the Victoria City Police and #16657 / O.916 Llewellyn Dempsey and 

#22830 Constable Michael Mason were from the RCMP. 

 

When they departed the weather was overcast with light showers but as they proceeded 

north the weather deteriorated and ten miles south of Campbell River the pilot began 

looking for a place to land. As he tried to land on a dirt runway near Courtenay, he 

clipped the top of some trees with one of the wings and the plane spun out of control and 

crashed into the Courtenay River. All four occupants of the plane were knocked 

unconscious and when Sgt. Dempsey awoke in the submerged plane, he managed to push 

himself and the pilot James MacDonald to the surface. When workers from a nearby 

sawmill came to their aid everyone was accounted for except Cst. Mason. When he was 

located, he was found still strapped in his seat at the back of the plane. By the time they 

removed him from the wreckage it was too late to revive him. 

 

Michael Robert Mason joined the RCMP on September 9, 1962 and was survived by his 

wife Carole and their two children. He was buried at the Royal Oak Burial Park in 

Victoria BC. 

 

1972 - #26284 James A.R. Bryne received a Commissioners Commendation after an 

encounter with a man with a rifle on the Blood Reserve in Alberta. Bryne and Native 

Constable Camille Russell were working on the reserve when a man shot at Cst. Russell’s 

police car. When the gunman was located Byrne ordered him to drop the rifle, but instead 

he raised it and attempted to shoot, but it malfunctioned. Constable Byrne then 

overpowered the assailant and arrested him. 

 

November 27th  
 

1885 - After being convicted of multiple murders at Frog Lake Alberta on April 2nd, 

War Chief Kapapamahchakwew (Wandering Spirit) and 7 other Cree warriors were 

hanged outside Fort Battleford. It was the last public execution in Canada. Wandering 

Spirit said in his statement, that Canadian Pacific Railway was the main cause of his 

peoples’ sufferings because the railway brought many settlers to the region. 



 

1974 - During a routine traffic check near Redwater, Alberta, #29986 Constable A.J. 

Hurkett was overpowered and taken hostage by two suspects. The two brothers; Ronald 

Barry Martin age 21 and John Raymond Martin age 18, then forced Hurkett into his 

police car and then drove south with their hostage. 

 

Shortly thereafter several police cars assisted by an aircraft pursued them to Calgary. 

When they reached downtown Calgary, the brothers believed they had eluded the police 

in the rush hour traffic and pulled into the Highwayman Hotel. Four Edmonton Drug 

Section members; Constables #21580 David Jackson, #21716 Harold Johnson, #22395 

Donald Murray and #26101 Donald Meggison had managed to follow the suspects and 

rushed into the parking lot in their unmarked police car and arrested them at gun point. 

Constable Meggison seized a .22 rifle and the kidnapped member’s revolver from the 

suspect in rear seat and as they were removing them from the car a scuffle broke out. The 

culprits were quickly subdued and were charged with several criminal offences including 

kidnapping, and auto theft. 

 

Constable Hurkett joined the RCMP in 1972 and retired in 1998. 

 

1998 - The Meritorious Service Medal – Constable Laurie Anne White. 

 

What started out as a simple search of a suspected sex offender’s house in Kitimat British 

Columbia nearly ended in the death of #45171 Constable Laurie Anne White. 

 

Constable White along with Corporal #38230 Michael MacDonald and #38336 Del 

Byron attended to the residence of Ronald Hoag, to execute a search warrant regarding a 

suspected sex offender. When White approached the back door, Hoag armed with a rifle, 

fired two shots through it. 

 

The first shot shattered Constable White’s shin, and the second shot nearly hit Corporal 

Byron. As White lay wounded near the door, her two partners risked their lives to pull her 

to safety. She was later transported to Vancouver by air ambulance, where after eight 

hours of surgery she awoke to discover that the lower part of her right leg had been 

amputated. 

 

The standoff with Ronald Hoag ended at 11:30 PM after he committed suicide. Both 

Constables Byron and MacDonald were awarded the Commissioner’s Commendation for 

Bravery for their rescue of Constable White. 

 

Laurie White did not let the loss of her leg end her career. Fitted with prosthesis she 

endured several months of rehabilitation and she became the first member of the RCMP 

to return to active duty with a prosthetic limb. She has gone on to become an inspirational 

speaker and her positive attitude and courage has been an inspiration to many, resulting in 

her being awarded the Meritorious Service Medal by the Governor General in September 

2000. 



 

November 28th  
 

1953 - The Royal Canadian Humane Society Parchment was awarded to #13112 

Frank Thompson for the rescue of two boys from Dows Lake, near Ottawa, Ontario. 

 

1970 - FLQ terrorists Jacques Cossette, Jacques Lanctôt, Marc Charbonneau and 

Pierre Séguin allowed to leave for Cuba after they hand over British trade commissioner 

James Cross. 

 

1971 - The Fred Quilt Affair. 

 

Two Alexis Creek British Columbia Detachment Constables had their lives turned upside 

down over false allegations that they had beat and stomped a man who later died of a 

perforated intestine. 

 

On the evening of November 28th 1971, Constables #23794 Peter Eakins and #25162 

Daryl Bakewell checked a pick-up truck that was parked on the road without it lights on. 

Inside the vehicle they found Mr. Fred Quilt, with his wife and two other natives, all 

smelling of vanilla extract. Fred Quilt was told to step out of the vehicle and when he 

complied, he fell. 

 

Quilt later died from complications related to a perforated intestine and at the Coroner’s 

Inquest, Mrs. Quilt and the other occupants testified that the police officers had beat him 

and that Constable Bakewell had stomped on him. Even though the Inquest cleared them 

of any wrong doing, the media had a heyday and published numerous scathing reports 

about police brutality in press. The two officers always proclaimed their innocence and 

several years later they were vindicated, when on her deathbed, Mrs. Quilt admitted that 

she and the others had lied and that she had accidentally run over her husband with their 

truck. Both officers continued on with their careers with Peter Eakins retiring in 2000 as a 

Staff Sergeant and Daryl Bakewell retiring in 1987 as a Corporal. 

 

1973 - Commissioners Commendations were awarded to eight members of the 

Toronto Drug Section. Sergeants #20233 Neville E. Gillespie, G.E. Van de Graaf, J. 

Schneidhofer, Corporals L. Nave, E. Santori, Constable G. Zeni and Special Constables 

G. Capra and F. Sirianni had spent several years investigating a group that was 

responsible for importing and distributing large amounts of heroin into North America. 

Their persistence paid off when they seized over 70 pounds of heroin and convicted nine 

people. The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation produced a movie about the 

investigation entitled “the Flour of the Poppy”. 

 



1985 - Commissioner Simmonds presents Commissioners Commendations for 

Outstanding Service to #17968 / O.771 Chief Superintendent J.J.E. Poirier, Staff Sergeant 

#17515 Donald J. Willson and Sergeant J.D.C. Gagnon. The commendations were in 

recognition for their outstanding service in the planning, coordinating and execution of 

the 1984 Papal visit of Pope John Paul II across Canada. 

 

1990 - Three members of the RCMP received the Outstanding Law Enforcement 

Award from United States Department of Justice. 

 

#27889 James McGinnis, #28857 / O.1619 Sidney Bloxom and #33892 Gary Harvey 

were recognized for their respective roles in a United States conspiracy investigation 

amounting to $40 million. 

 

November 29th  
 

1906 - Honor Roll Number 31. 

 

# O.148 Assistant Surgeon Walter Stafford Flood died from exposure, while on a dog 

sled patrol near Fort Churchill, Manitoba. 

 

On November 28, 1906 Assistant Surgeon Walter Stafford Flood decided to accompany 

#O.66 Superintendent J.D. Moodie and Engineer Thibideau on a patrol to the west side of 

Button Bay. Flood had fallen in love with the Arctic early in his medical career and chose 

to join the Royal Northwest Mounted Police as an Assistant Surgeon, so he could return 

to the north. As an avid outdoorsman and dog sled handler, Dr. Flood leaped at every 

chance to go mushing. On the first day of the patrol the men had traveled 15 miles when 

they discovered at noon that their ration box containing the food for both the men and 

their dogs had fallen off of the sled. It was a clear day, and nobody was concerned about 

the weather, so Dr. Flood volunteered to drive the dog team back along their trail towards 

Fort Churchill and retrieve the ration box. It began snowing two hours later and when the 

doctor hadn’t returned the men assumed he had returned to the Hudson Bay Post to wait 

out the weather. The following day Moodie and Thibideau trekked back to the post and 

discovered that Dr. Flood had not returned. A search party was organized, and his frozen 

body was discovered five miles south of the point he had departed from. 

 

The investigation concluded that he had got lost in the blizzard ignoring his dogs’ sense 

of direction had steered them off course and died of exposure. 

 

He was buried at the Mission Church cemetery at Fort Churchill. 

 



1915 - #5487 Constable Charles Harris was awarded $25 from the Fine Fund for his 

meritorious service in investigating a case of the theft of horse’s involving Joseph 

Riggart, of the Battleford area. 

 

1955 - While working as a superintendent in a gypsum quarry at Windermere, BC, 

Mr. Albert Edward Portman fell into hopper and found himself under six feet of loose 

frozen gypsum. For over two hours #16518 Corporal Kenneth Marshall McHale and two 

workers laboured to free him. As they were trying to dig him out a wall of frozen gypsum 

began to give way and #17909 Constable Hugh Dickson Bowyer wearing a short-sleeved 

shirt jumped into the hopper and spread himself against the wall of gypsum and for over 

an hour and a half held the wall back from sliding on top of the victim and his rescuers 

until Mr. Portman was freed. As a result of the prolonged exposure to the frozen gypsum 

Constable Bowyer contracted pneumonia. In recognition of his gallantry the British 

Empire Medal was awarded to Constable Bowyer and the Commissioners Commendation 

for Bravery was awarded to Constable McHale. 


